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Question

   Discuss the somatosensory pathway.

      Answer
A somatosensory pathway consists of 3 neurons : primary, secondary and tertiary.

1) The primary neuron is the sensory receptor that detects sensory stimuli (touch or temperature) in the periphery.

2) The secondary neuron acts as a relay and is located in either the spinal cord or the brain stem.

3) The tertiary neurons project to the postcentral gyrus of the parietal lobe, forming a sensory homunculus in the case of touch. It is located in the cerebellum. 
