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Eversincethelockdownstarted,Ifeellonelyathome.Idohaveabrotherbutsoon

realizedthattalkingtoapersonordoingthesamethingconsistentlycanget

monotonous.Sometimes,Ievenfeelthatitwouldbebettertogotoschool,whicha

month-backIcouldnothavethoughtofinamillionyears.Atmyhouse,bothmy

parentsaredoctors.Notthattheydonothaveholidays,theydo!Somehow,the

holidaysdonotseem enough.MyparentsaretreatingCOVID-19patientsandoften

discusstheirhealthcare.Attimes,I¬theirconversationsscaryandmom calmsme

downbysayingthiswillendsoon.Yet,Iam hardlyconvincedwithherexplanations.

InthelittletimethatIgettotalktomyfriends,wediscussthecurrentsituationdue

topandemicanditsadvantages,especiallyontheenvironment,asushumanbeings

areinlockdown.Afewdaysago,whenmyfatherandIweresittinginthebalconyat

nightIlookedupintheskyandsawalotmorestarsthanIusuallygettosee.Even

mymom toldmethatNigeriaisgettingcleaneramidstthelockdown.Ialsofeelthat

myfriendshavetheirparentsathome,spendingqualitytimewiththem andall

havingfuntimes,together.Whiletheyhavefun,myparentsareatthehospital

treatingpatientsand,ofcourse,thisissomethingthatmakesmeveryproud.Still,it

isnotthesameashavingthem athome.However,theadvantageofnothaving

parentsathomeisthatIdonothavetodoanyworkuntiltheyareback.Afewweeks

ago,IpanickedthinkingthatIwouldnotgettocelebratemybirthdayonitsduedate,

justasitwasnotcelebratedthepreviousthreeconsecutiveyearsonthebirthday

day,sincemyparentswerebusytreatingpatientsofeithertyphoid,pneumoniaor

dengue.Asighofrelief,thisyearitdoesnotmatterthatmuchaslongasmyfamily

andIaresafe.Iam alsoanxiousaboutschool;Ihopethattheydonottakeawayour

summerholidaystomakeupforthemissedschooldays.Ialwaysenjoyedattending

partiesandgoingoutinabuadbutnow,duetothelockdown,wehavetheseclasses

onZoom,whichIcanonlyimagine,mustbehardfortheteacherashetriestomake

itlookeffortless.Theseclasses,ontheotherhand,doussomegood,aswedonot

gettocopysomeoneifweneedto.Onweekdaystheschoolgivesuswork,whichI

sometimes¬findoverwhelming,butitismoreworkontheirside,sothatis

impressive.AnotherthingIlikeisthekindofefforttheteachersaremakingtoteach

usbynewermethodslikemakingvideosofconceptsandevensteps,sohatsoffto

them forthat!Ondayswhenwedohavehomework,myparentswhenhomecheckit,

whichisgoodbecauseafterthetiringdayatworktheystillspendtimewithus.Out

ofthemanythingsIhavelearnedduringthelockdown,onemainthingisthatmy

parentskeepremindingthroughtheirexamplethatweshouldkeephopeandstay

positive.


