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Forcemajeure isacommonclausein contracts thatessentiallyfreesbothparties
from liability orobligationwhenanextraordinaryeventorcircumstancebeyondthe
controloftheparties,suchasa war, strike, riot,crime, epidemic oranevent
describedbythelegalterm actofGod,preventsoneorbothpartiesfrom fulfilling
theirobligationsunderthecontract.Inpractice,mostforcemajeureclausesdonot
excuseaparty'snon-performanceentirely,butonlysuspenditforthedurationofthe
forcemajeure.

Forcemajeure isgenerallyintendedtoincludeoccurrencesbeyondthereasonable
controlofaparty,andthereforewould not cover:

 Anyresultofthe negligence or malfeasance ofaparty,whichhasamaterially
adverseeffectontheabilityofsuchpartytoperform itsobligations

 Anyresultoftheusualandnaturalconsequencesofexternalforces.

AsaPracticingelectricalelectronicengineeringIhavefoundthattheforcemajeureclause
appliesmajorlywhenthereisanissuewithnatureielightingstormswhichmakeitanunsafe
environmenttoinstallequipment

Economicsactslikeinflectionswhichbumpupthepriceonalreadyprenegotiatedcontracts

Forcemajeureinanygivensituationiscontrolledbythelawgoverningthecontract,rather

thangeneralconceptsofforcemajeure.Thelawofthecontractoftenspecifiedbyachoice

oflawclauseintheagreement,andifnotisdecidedbyastatuteorprincipalsofgenerallaw

whichapplytothecontract.Thefirststeptoassesswhether-andhow-forcemajeure

appliestoanyparticularcontractistoascertainthelawofthecountrywhichgovernsthe

contract.


