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QUESTION2
Forcemajeure isacommonclausein contracts thatessentiallyfreesbothpartiesfrom liability or
obligationwhenanextraordinaryeventorcircumstancebeyondthecontroloftheparties,suchas
a war, strike, riot,crime, epidemic oraneventdescribedbythelegalterm actofGod,prevents
oneorbothpartiesfrom fulfillingtheirobligationsunderthecontract.Inpractice,mostforce
majeureclausesdonotexcuseaparty'snon-performanceentirely,butonlysuspenditforthe
durationoftheforcemajeure.
 
SCENARIOSFORFORCEMAJEURE.
IfanavalanchedestroysapowerlinesintheFrenchAlps,causinglongelectricitydistribution
delaysandleadingtheclienttosuefordamages.Thesuppliermightemployaforcemajeure
defensearguingthattheavalanchewasanunforeseeable,external,andirresistibleevent—the
threetestsappliedbyFrenchlaw.Unlessthecontractspecificallynamedanavalancheas
removingthesupplier'sliability,thecourtmaywelldecidethatthesupplierowesdamages.
Also,ifthere’s a sudden earthquake atthe ABB factory in PortHarcourt,causing a
slowdown/suddenstopinproductionofelectricalpanelsanddistributionboxesleadingtoclients
suingfordamagesorbrokencontracts.Thesupplier(ABB)mightemployaforcemajeuredefence
arguingthattheearthquakewasanunforeseeableandunpreventableevent.


