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SCENARIOS FOR FORCE MAJEURE 
 

• If an avalanche destroys a power lines in the French Alps, causing long electricity distribution 
delays and leading the client to sue for damages. The supplier might employ a force majeure 
defense arguing that the avalanche was an unforeseeable, external, and irresistible event—
the three tests applied by French law. Unless the contract specifically named an avalanche as 
removing the supplier's liability, the court may well decide that the supplier owes damages. 

 

• If there’s a sudden earthquake at the ABB factory in Port Harcourt, causing a 
slowdown/sudden stop in production of electrical panels and distribution boxes leading to 
clients suing for damages or broken contracts. The supplier(ABB) might employ a force 
majeure defence arguing that the earthquake was an unforeseeable and unpreventable. 


