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Thevestibularsystem isthesensoryapparatusoftheinnerearthathelpsthebodymaintainits

posturalequilibrium.Theinformationfurnishedbythevestibularsystem isalsoessentialfor

coordinatingthepositionoftheheadandthemovementoftheeyes.Therearetwosetsofend

organsintheinnerear,orlabyrinth:thesemicircularcanals,whichrespondtorotational

movements(angularacceleration);andtheutricleandsacculewithinthevestibule,which

respondtochangesinthepositionoftheheadwithrespecttogravity(linearacceleration).The

informationtheseorgansdeliverisproprioceptiveincharacter,dealingwitheventswithinthe

bodyitself,ratherthanexteroceptive,dealingwitheventsoutsidethebody,asinthecaseofthe

responsesofthecochleatosound.Functionallytheseorgansarecloselyrelatedtothe

cerebellum andtothereflexcentresofthespinalcordandbrainstem thatgovernthe

movementsoftheeyes,neck,andlimbs.


