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FRAUDINNIGERIAANDBYNIGERIANS:TYPES,CAUSES,EFFECTSANDSOLUTIONS

TheInternetisdefinedbytheOxfordAdvancedLearner’sDictionary(NewNinthEdition)asan

internationalcomputernetworkconnectingothernetworksandcomputersfrom companies,

universities,etcetera.

FraudisdefinedbytheOxfordAdvancedLearner’sDictionary(NewNinthEdition)asthecrime

ofcheatingsomeoneinordertogetmoneyorgoodsillegally.

Thisall-importanttopichasbeendividedintofourdifferentparts,namely:thetypes,causes,

effectsandsolutions.Thefirstpartofthetopicisdiscussed;thatis,thetypesoffraud:

Firstly,thereis“Mailfraud.”Asthenameimplies,mailfraudisanyfraudulentactivitythat

involvestheuseofpostagemail.Thiscouldmeansendingaletterinanattempttostealmoney

orpersonalinformationfrom someone,stealingandaccessingsomeoneelse’smail,orusing

chainmessagestocollectmoneyorpersonalorsensitiveinformation.Basically,ifmailisused

atanypointinthefraudprocess,itisconsideredmailfraud.

Secondly,thereis“Bank-relatedFraud.”Whenfraudstersaccessone’sdebitorcreditcard,they

canmakeunauthorisedtransactions,therebystealingmoneyorfinancial-relatedinformation.

WithadvancementsinInformationandCommunicationsTechnology(ICT),fraudulent

transactionscantakeplaceifthecardisphysicallystolenorthecardnumberisstolen,usually

overtheInternet.Thiscanalsohappenbyfraudstersaccessingyourbankaccountinformation

throughanemailscam orusingmalware(asoftwaresuchasavirusonacomputeror

computernetworkthattheuserdoesnotknowaboutorwant)togainaccesstopeople’s

information.

Lastly,thereis“VoterFraud.”Thismadealotofheadlinesduringthe2019presidentialelection

inNigeria.Duringtheelection,itwas“funny”howareasofthecountrythathadbeenterribly

ravagedbyinsecurityproducedelectionresultsindicatingalargevoter-turnout.Indeed,there

wereseveralirregularitiesinthevotingprocessthatmadetheelectoratewonderinawe,

whetherNigeriawouldevergetitrightwhenitcomestothevotingprocess.Inspiteofthis,the

Presidenthasrefusedtoassenttothe2018ElectoralBillintolaw.TheNationalAssemblyhas

alsorefusedtouseitsvetopoweroftwo-thirdsmajoritytomakethe2018ElectoralBillaLawof

theFederation.

InternetfraudhasbecomeanepidemicinNigeria.Ithasbecomesorampantandcelebrated



that,Internetfraudsters’parentsnowform associations,inordertoadvancetheirchildren’s

criminalinterests.Fraud,inanyform,whichwasfrownedatinthepast,hasbecomethebaneof

themostpopulousblacknationintheworld,whichisNigeria.Itissaddeningthat,onaregular

basis,Nigeriansindiasporaareindictedforfraud,especiallyInternetfraud.TheForeignBureau

ofInvestigation(FBI)hasinvestigatedandarrestedovertwohundredNigerianInternet

fraudstersinthelastonedecade,whiletheAmericanjudiciaryhassuccessfullytriedand

convictedovertwohundredNigerianInternetfraudstersinthelastonedecade.Butsomemay

wouldarguethat,isthecurrentriseinNigerians’involvementinInternetfraudasaresultof

moraldecadenceinthecountry,ortheeconomichardshipofthecountry?Shouldweblamethe

riseinInternetfraudontheperpetrators,whoconstantlydragNigeria’salreadysoiledimage

furtherintothemud;oronleaders(family,political,religiousandsocietal)whohaveclearly

failedtocarryouttheirfunctions?Someareevenoftheopinionthat,thecountry’spastand

presentleadersare“fraudsters,”becausetheyhaveconstantlyensuredthatthecountry’s

resourcesaremismanaged.Thisbringsmetothequestion,“Whataretherootcausesof

Nigerians’involvementinInternetfraud?”

Firstly,parentalirresponsibilityisthemaincauseofNigerians’involvementinInternetfraud.The

familyshouldbeachild’sfirstsourceofsocialisation.Asaparent,haveyoucarriedoutyour

responsibilitytotrainyourchildintobecomingaresponsiblememberofthesociety?What

moralshaveyouinstilledinyourchild?Beforepeople,especiallyparentsbegintoblamesociety

formakingInternetfraudanorm,theymustlookinwards;afterall,charity,theysay,beginsat

home.Nowadays,parents,inanattemptto“makeendsmeet,”haveunfortunatelyneglected

theirparentalresponsibilities;theyhavemortgagedtheirchildren’sfuturetoothers.Parental

pressureisalsocloselyrelatedtoparentalirresponsibility.Itisironicalthat,parentswhoought

toteachtheirchildren“thewaytogo”,aretheonesensuringthattheirchildrengetrichatall

costs!

Furthermore,theget-rich-quicksyndromethathasbeenpopularisedbythesocietyhasnot

helpedatall.Itissoalarmingthat,onadailybasis,peopleseepicturesofaffluentpeopleon

socialmedia,andtheyinadvertentlythinkthatrichescanbegotteneasily,withouthardwork.

Butthatisablatantlie!Manypeopleleadtwolives:onetheylivephysically(intherealworld),

andtheother,theyliveonsocialmedia(inthevirtualworld).Eventherolemodelssomeyoung

peoplehave,havequestionablesourcesofwealth.Theseyoungpeopleignorantlyfollowthese

peopleonlinewithouthavingclearpicturesoftheirsourcesofwealth.Yes,itwouldseem an

invasionofprivacy;but,oneoughttoknowthesourceofwealthoftheirrolemodel.Inaddition

tothis,religiousleadershavefailedtomakeadistinctionbetween“God-givenprosperity”and

“illegally-gottenwealth!”

Lastly,thetruthmustbetoldthat,NigeriahasfailedNigerians!Inotherwords,thecountryhas

failedhercitizens!Undoubtedly,Nigeriaisaveryrichcountry(intermsofmineralresourcesand

intellectuals),butthoseresourceshavenotbeeneffectivelyandefficientlymanagedindecades.

Inallramifications,muchhasnotbeenachieved,especiallywhencomparedtocountriesthat

becameindependentseveralyearsafterus.Thecountry’spoliticalclasshasfailedtoservethe

people.Theywouldratherembezzletaxpayers’moneythatwouldcatertotheneedsofthe

membersoftheirfamilies,uptothefourthgeneration!



Theeffectsoffraudarefar-reaching,especiallyonlegitimateandlaw-abidingNigeriansin

diaspora.Justlastweek,theUnitesStates’SecretaryofStateannouncedthat,sixNigerians

wereonthecountry’sblacklistforengaginginInternetfraudtothetuneofsixmillionUSdollars.

Thisnewsputthealready“darkened”countryinbadlight.Whyisitthat,Nigeriaisalwaysinthe

newsforthewrongreasons?Thus,thethirdaspectofthetopicisdiscussed;thatis,effectsof

fraud.

Firstly,Internetfraud,whenmostlyperpetratedbyaparticularcountry’scitizensindiaspora,and

inthiscase,Nigeria,putsthecountryinbadlight.Thismenacemakesothercountries’citizens

tolookatlegitimateNigeriansindiasporadisdainfully.Tothem,itwouldseem asthoughall

Nigeriansindiasporaarebad.Indeed,theminority’sbadactsoutweighthemajority’sgoodacts.

Abroad,therearehundredsofthousandsofpeoplethataredoinglegitimatejobs;however,the

illegitimateactsoflessthantenthousandNigeriansindiasporahavenegativelyaffectedthose

responsibleNigerians.

Secondly,InternetfraudhasmaderesponsibleNigeriansindiasporatobevictimsofpolice

brutality,junglejustice,extrajudicialkillingsandahostofotherills.Nigeriansindiasporanow

findithardtobebelieved,evenwhentheytellthetruthabouttheirnon-involvementin

committedcrimes.Thepolicenowseem tobeusedtothefraudulenttendenciesofsome

Nigeriansindiaspora.Itissobadthateventheresponsibleonesshareinthepunishments

metedouttoirresponsibleNigeriansindiaspora.

Lastly,InternetfraudcommittedinNigeria,andbyNigerians,hasfurtherimpoverishedthe

massesthathavebeenvictimisedbyit.Inthepast,thatis,twodecadesago,someNigerians

supportedNigerianInternetfraudsters’activities,duetothefactthat,theywantedtoget“that

whichwasallegedlystolenfrom thecountry”bythewhitepeople.Inotherwords,theywantedto

getthatwhichwasallegedlystolenbythecountry’scolonialmasters.Butnow,fraudstershave

turnedontheir“brothersandsisters,”fellowNigerians,todefraudthem oftheirhard-earned

money.Thesituationcanbestbedescribedas“unfortunate!”

Finally,thelastpartofthetopicisthusdiscussed;thatis,solutionstofraud:

Firstly,inthecaseofmailfraud,thebestwaytoguardagainstitistoensurethatanymailthat

wouldberespondedto,islegitimate;else,“funny”emailsshouldbedeletedimmediately.Ensure

detailsinmailshavebeenverifiedtobelegitimate,beforecarryingoutanyaction.

Secondly,inthecaseofdebitandcreditcardfraud,bankaccountholdersmustalwayskeep

tabsonactivitiesrelatingtotheirbankaccounts.Theyshouldsecurelyguardtheirbankcards.

Neverdisclosebank-relatedinformation.Individualsandorganisationsshouldnotlogintotheir

bankaccountsusingunsecuredWi-Finetworks.Theymustalsomakesurethattheyarelogging

ontotheirbanks’websites,andnotscam sitesdesignedbyfraudsterstolookjustlikebanks’

websites.Also,banks,theNigeriaPoliceForce(NPF)andtheEconomicandFinancialCrimes

Commission(EFCC)mustinvestinregulartrainingandretrainingprogrammesfortheir

personnel,alongsideinvestmentintechnology.

Lastly,inthecaseofvoterfraud,InformationandCommunicationsTechnology(ICT)shouldbe

takenadvantageof.TheIndependentNationalElectoralCommission(INEC)shouldrecruittech-



savvypersonnel,thatwouldenableitcarryoutitsprimaryresponsibilityconductingfree,fair

andcredibleelectionsforthecountry.Also,necessarylawsshouldbeenactedbythelegislature,

implementedbytheexecutiveandinterpretedbythejudiciary.

Inconclusion,allhandsmustbeondeck,acrossboard,toensurethatthecultureofInternet

fraudendsinthecountry.Noonecandoitalone:theremustbecollaborationamongallArms

ofGovernment,thecitizenryandotherrelevantinstitutions,toensurethatthismenaceisnipped

inthebud.


