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RELIGIOUSCONFLICTINNIGERIA

Religionisthebeliefinandworshipofasuperhumancontrollingpower,especiallya

personalGodorgods.Conflictsisaseriousdisagreementorargumenttypicallya

protractedone.Itcanalsobeseenasaclashofinterest.Religiousconflictistherefore

asituationthatarisesasafollowerorfollowersofonereligiousbeliefdisagreeswith

anotherorothersofdifferentbelief.

Therearetwotypesofreligiousconflicts,inter-religiousconflictsandintra-religious

conflict.Inter-ReligiousConflictismisunderstandingthatoccurbetweenmembersof

twoormorereligionse.g.ChristianandMuslimswhileintra-religiousconflictisa

misunderstandingbetweenmemberofsamereligione.g.Catholicsandorthodox,Sunni

andShia.

TherearevariouscausesofreligiousconflictsinNigeria.Theseinclude,non-recognition

ofoneanother,campaignofhatredandblackmail,Lackofgenuinedesiretounderstand

eachother’sbeliefandextremism.MuslimsinparticularbelievethatChristianitydoes

notrecognizeIslam asareligionthatisentitledtoexist.ConsequentlyMuslimsrefuse

torecognizeChristianity.Eachreligionreferstothefollowers oftheotherreligionas

infidels/unbelievers.



BothChristiansandMuslimsareactivelyinvolvedincampaignsofhatredagainsteach

other.Thisismanifestedinvariousformsincludingblockingeachother’schancesas

demonstratedintheissuesofShariaandOrgnisationofIslamicConference(OIC).

BlackmailingandthedistortionoffactscausedthefamousKafanchanriotaccordingto

BashirIsyakuandImo.

Lackofgenuinedesiretounderstandeachother’sbeliefandcultureisoneofthe

causesofreligiousviolence.Itistruethat,differentinstitutions,secularandreligious

offersomecoursesundervariousnamesbutacarefulstudyofsuchprogrammeshas

shownthattheywerenotintendedtofosterunderstandingandrespect.Insteadthey

areusedasameansofblackmailingandincitementunderthecoverofacademic

freedom anddialogue.

Extremism is anothercause ofreligious conflict.Extremism is based on poor

knowledge(ignorance)oftheteachingofthereligionbeingdefendedbythegroup

involved.Mostadherents follow theirreligious leaders foolishly.Theybeliefand

extrapolateeveryerroneousteachingtoridiculousheights.Mostfollowersmakelittle

efforttodiscovercorevalueoftheirreligionwhichisalwayscentredonlove,tolerance

andpeacefulcoexistence.

Thefollowingareexamplesofreligiousconflictthattookplaceinrecenttimes.Inthe

year2000,conflictengulfedthecityofKadunabetweenMuslimsandChristiansover

theimplementationofShariaLaws.Thousandsoflivesandpropertiesworthmillions

weredestroyed.AgainonSeptember11th2013inBornostate,BokoHaram dressedin

militaryuniformsattackedandburntpeoplemajorityofwhichwereChristians.Itwas



recordedthat143personswerekilled.In2014July27th,therewasacommunalattacks

byyouthgroupsinMuslim andChristianneighborhood onmosquesandchurchesin

theUniversity ofJos.Thesame2014,inMaikatakoMuslimsterrorists attacked

ChristiansonSundaymorningkillingatleasteightandmaimingothers.Anothertook

placeonSeptember2015inYolawhere24womenandchildrenweremurderedbyBoko

Haram intwovillage.Theexamplesaretoomanytobementioned.

Theconsequencesofreligiousconflictsareindeeduglyandoftenirreversible.The

greatestharm ofreligiousconflictsisthattheyleaveinitswakemagnanimouslossof

lives.InNigeria,violentreligiouscrisismoreespeciallybetweentheChristianand

Muslimshaveclaimedthousandsoflives.Inthesameveinviolentreligiousconflicts

haveoftenresultedinsetbackoninfrastructure.Socialinfrastructurelikeschools,

hospital,hospitals,healthfacilities/centres,etcareoftentimethetargetofdestruction.

Inmostcasesthetaskofrebuildingdestroyedpropertiesbecomesthedauntingtask

forthefederalandstategovernment.

Therecurrenceofreligiousconflictshaveuntoldeffectontheeconomyofthenation.It

isnotonlylivesthatarebeinglostbutsourcesoflivelihood,goods,relationships,

goodwill,trustetcarebeingdestroyedorcartedaway,leavingvictimseconomicallyand

emotionallyhandicapped.

Religiousconflictispreventable.Wecantackletheproblem ofreligiousconflictsin

Nigeriathroughawellarticulatedfightagainstignorance.Itisadvisablethatevery

individualknowthetenetsofhisorherreligion.Everyadherentmustbeself-accounting

andbewatchfuloftheteachingsoftheirreligiousleaders.Thisisbecause,ithasbeen



observed thatself-seeking and ambitiousreligiousleadersoften capitalizeon the

ignoranceandgullibilityoftheirfellowshiptomanipulatethem tofermenttroublewith

peopleofotherreligions.Thegovernmentmustensurethatreligiousleadersmaketheir

preachingpersuasiveratherthanincitingorinsulting.Thegovernmentthroughtheir

executiveandlegislativepowersshouldmakereligiouspreacherstomindandweigh

theirutteranceandactions.


