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HUMANRIGHTABUSE

Whatarehumanrights?Humanrightsaremoralprinciplesornormsthatdescribecertainstandards

ofhumanbehaviourandareregularlyprotectedasnaturalandlegalrightsinmunicipaland

internationallaw.Itcanalsobedefinedasrightswhichallhumanbeingshavebyvirtueoftheir

humanity.Therehavebeenvariouscomplaintsofhumanrightsovertheyears.

Whatishumanrightabuse?Humanrightabuseistheviolationofthebasicrightsofpeopleby

treatingthemwrongly.Toprotecthumanrightsistoensurethatpeoplereceivesomedegreeofdescent,

humanetreatment.Toviolatethemostbasichumanrights,ontheotherhand,istodenyindividuals

theirfundamentalmoralentitlements.Itisinasense,totreatthemasiftheyarelessthanhumanand

undeservingofrespectanddignity.Examplesareactstypicallydeemed"crimesagainsthumanity,"

includinggenocide,torture,slavery,rape,enforcedsterilizationormedicalexperimentationand

deliberatestarvation.Becausethesepoliciesaresometimesimpliedbygovernments,limitingthe

unrestrainedpowerofthestateisanimportantpartofinternationallaw.Underlyinglawsthatprohibit

thevarious"crimesagainsthumanity"istheprincipleofnondiscriminationandthenotionthatcertain

basicrightsappliesuniversally.

Firstly,thegravestviolationtotherighttolifearemassacres,thestarvationoftheentire

populationsandgenocide.Genocideiscommonlyunderstoodastheinternationalexterminationofa

singleethnic,racialorreligiousgroup.Killinggroupmembers,causingthemseriousbodilyormental

harm,imposingmeasurestopreventbirth,orforciblytransferringchildrenarealwaystobringaboutthe

destructionofagroup.Genocideisoftenregardedasthemostoffensivecrimeagainsthumanity.

Secondly,womenandgirlsareoftenraped.Foralongtime,theinternationalcommunityhasfailed

toaddresstheproblemofsexualviolenceduringarmedconflict.Traffickinginwomenisaformofsexual

slaveryinwhichwomenaretransportedacrossnationalbordersandmarketedforprostitution.

Furthermore,inpsychologytorture,detaineesaresometimesdeprivedoffoodandwaterforlong

periods,keptstandinguprightforhours,deprivedofsleep,ortormentedbyhigh-levelnoise.Tortureis

usedinsomecasesasawaytocarryoutinterrogationsandextractconfessionsorinformation.Today,

itisincreasinglyusedasameansofsuppressingpoliticalandideologicaldissent,orforpunishing

politicalopponentswhodonotsharetheideologyoftherulinggroup.Inadditiontotorture,tensof

thousandsofpeopledetainedinconnectionwithconflicts"disappear"eachyear,andareusuallykilled

andburiedinsecret.

Inconclusion,internationalhumanitarianlawhasbeenenactedtopreservehumanityinall

circumstances,evenduringconflicts.Suchlaw"createsareasofpeaceinthemidstofconflict",imposes

theprincipleofacommonhumanity,andcallsfordialogue.Seriousdifficultiesarise,however,when

thoseinpowerareresponsibleforhumanrightsviolations.Inthiscase,outsideinterventionis



necessarytostoptheabuse.Schoolsshouldtrytoormakeitcompulsoryforpupilsandstudentsto

knowabouttheirrightsandwhattobedoneorwhatstepstobetakenwhentheirrightsarebeing

infringeduponorviolated.Theyshouldbetaughthowtospeakuporfightforthemselves.Non

governmentalorganisationsshouldalsohelpagainsttheinfringementofhumanrights.


