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Effects of westernization on Nigerian culture

 
Since the arrival of the white men on the Nigeria soil, Nigerians' way of living has experienced both growth and crises. People don't need to look too far to see the negative impact that westernization has brought along with their urbanization and industrialization. This essay will be focused on that issue (cultural erosion) as well as cultural change.
 
The culture of a group of people is simply their identity. It is a design for living held by members of the society. According to Tylor (3), culture is that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, customs, laws and any other capabilities which are acquired by man as a member of society. According to Clifford (2018), In order for a society to operate efficiently they must ensure and maintain a strict and constant adherence to the various components of their culture. We can deduce from this that Nigerians are inseparable with their culture as it is their identity. It is one of the unique factors that distinguish us.
Westernization refers to the act of bringing ideas or ways of life that are typical of Western Europe and North America to other countries. Therefore, western culture connotes the knowledge, belief, morals and way of life of the Western world. 
 Cultural erosion is the process of a culture losing many of its core elements which is mostly due to the arrival of a new culture that replaces it. This vary from cultural change which according to sociologists David Dressler and Donald Caens, is the modification or discontinuance of existing "tried" and "tested" procedures transmitted to us from the culture of the past as well as the introduction of new procedures. From the definition, cultural change embraces the dynamic feature of culture. It aims at the continuous modifications made in cultural group due to various reasons like: invention - this is cultural change brought about by new cultural elements being created; discovery - this is cultural change brought about by man gaining a better understanding of the present elements in the environment; diffusion -  occurrence of cultural changes through transmission of cultural traits from one culture to another and takes form through means like trade or war; assimilation - cultural change is achieved by the combination of two cultures into one with comprising traits. 
Cultural erosion has been mistaken for cultural change in our present day and our lack of awareness of the slowly eroding culture might eventually lead to its extinction.

A major consequence of cultural erosion is the deviation from traditional politics. Power in Nigerian communities used to belong to the entire community, every member had a share of power with a worthy leader acting on behalf of the people. These leaders were normally trustworthy in character and they were appointed by the elders in some cases. They stood for the unity, peace and progress of their community, but nowadays, thanks to westernization and its flawed system of electing leaders, people commit all sorts of mischievous acts in order to get into places of power. These people don't even care about the well being of the people.
Another consequence is the challenge of worship. It is already very obvious that westernization has changed our traditional methods of worship. Drum sets have replaced the traditional drums, English songs are mostly in use and even the acrobatic dancing that was unique to our culture is rapidly fading.

The advent of a new culture has also brought about communication barriers. We are in a country where a lot of youths in our present day speak English in contrast to their ancestral language. This has caused a barrier in communication between the youths in urban cities and some of the people living in rural areas. If this continues, communities will lose their traditional language. There are already many cases of languages that are extinct in Nigeria because of the presence of a more acceptable and well known language for example, we no longer know about the Ajawa language. From this, it is not an exaggeration to say that extinction of more mother tongues can also occur in the present day Nigerian languages if the problem of the frequent use of English is not handled properly.
Indecent sexual behavior has also become a norm since westernization came to Nigeria. In the present day, men and women wear all kinds of sexy clothes that reveal parts of their bodies all in the name of fashion. These kinds of provocative dressing, more often than not. leads to sexual harassment and rape. Nowadays, even the once precious value of virginity that Nigerian cultures cherishes, has now become a thing of the past as many youth engage in premarital sexual intercourse that leads to high rate of teenage pregnancy, transfer of sexually transmitted diseases and population increase due to high birth rate.
The solutions to these negative effects of westernization are that high values and respect should be reposed in African leaders and also reevaluate the traditional leadership systems which are more hereditary in nature. We should also embrace the democratic aspect of leadership to check for the excesses. Africans should return to our heritage of using local made drums and songs for worship. Government should see to it that the medium of education in primary schools is the local language of the community, with English being taught in the later stages. African families should teach their children good morals and the importance of knowing one's culture. Government power should be used to encourage cultural people, regardless of their tribe to develop interest in promoting and marketing their cultural identity. African culture should act as a means of checking, adopting and transmitting such changes as technological, political and social development.
According to a study by E.O Wahab, S.O Odunsi, O.E Ajiboye, conducted on the residents of of Ado-Odo/Ota local government area, Ogun State, despite the observed adverse effects wrought by several social forces that are telling on our cultural values, all hope is not lost if concerned individuals and agencies(private and public) can discharge their accorded responsibilities. In order to avoid cultural extinction there is an urgent need for cultural restoration in Nigeria because according to Clifford (2018); people without culture are people without an identity.
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