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ABSTRACT

Technological advancement is known to effect high rate of global development. In most parts of the world, technology has been central to over all economic growth.

This is evident in improved military capabilities, telecommunications, growing internet penetration, automobiles manufacture to mention afew. Technology has been evolving and has continually reshaped nearly allaspects of global life – negatively or positively.

This study reveals how the advancement of technology continues to shape the lives of the Nigerian citizenry especially as it concerns culturaltransformation - albeit with unintended consequences.

INTRODUCTION

Technology can be defined as the usage and collection of knowledge, tools or machinery to help pro"er solutions to problems in order to aid the performance of specific tasks while also improving the quality of life.

Bennett (2007) defined technology as a collective description that portray the advancements, abilities, creations, undertakings, views, and knowledge of a singular group of persons, human-kind.
From 1999 when policy on adoption of Information and communication technologies was initiated till date, Nigeria had witnessed an upsurge in the ICT sector in spite of daunting challenges.

Positive effect of Technology in Nigeria

The advent of information technology has helped to improve sectors such health, communication, banking, education, information, commerce and more on a large scale in Nigeria without border barriers – suggesting that the world is indeed a global village.

Technological advancement has made it possible for many to attend virtual classes, seek medical advice, transact businesses, air religious programmes, initiate romantic relationships leading to marriages among other positive effects it has had on national development.

Major milestones have been reached over the years in Nigeria especially in the banking sector. Today, banking sector bank transactions can be done in the comfort of living rooms and offices. Services that would not have been possible without software both at the back end and at the front end of the transactions. Cashless Transfers, credit/debit alerts and many more are now buzzwords in the banking parlance. It would be safe to state categorically that the effect of technology in the banking sector has been phenomenal. Apart from the banks, business owners have set up stores online to cater to the increasing demands for convenient shopping at the click of a few computer buttons. Airline tickets booking, hotel reservations, food purchase and more are now a commonplace online as internet penetration maintains an upward trend. 

The immense benefits of technology cannot be denied having proven over the decades to be a convenient, life-saving, faster and easier route to carrying out day-to-day tasks and solving a plethora of problems.

However, this is not to say that technology has no ills and lows, quite the contrary. perhaps, its advancement continues to witness a rise in moral decadence and crime. For instance the dubious activities of online fraudsters provincially referred to as 'YAHOO BOYS' have seen unsuspecting victims go bankrupt and more worrisome is the negative image of Nigeria being portrayed to the international community.

Negative effect of Technology in Nigeria
 A suitable exmple is the social network which brought about a relationship chain showing that people are connected one way or the other (a network of friends, but the privacy of a user cease to exist). On the facebook socialnetwork for instance, the lives of Nigerians are continually at risk every day.There have been stories of kidnap, theft and other vices brought on relationships on the social network that were nurtured and translated to reality.

People unconsciously broadcast their personal data, which capricious individuals pick up and use against their wish. Some hack private information and use them fraudulently or for blackmailing the owner.

The internet is an information highway with unlimited amount of information and services about everything in the universe. Youths imitate foreign attitude as a result of what they watch via the internet, with this shocking exposure they developed destructive behaviours and are involved in violent actions.

Unscrupulous people use the medium to spread indecent images, false information and instigate others against the government of the day to mention a few.

Conclusion

Undoubtedly, the positive effect of technology in the country has played a key role in national socio-economic growth cutting across all the sectors of the economy. Its effect cannot be overemphasized especially in the areas of the military, finance and education.

However, more needs to be done in terms of bridging the internal digital divide between the lower and upper strata in the economy. Those in the underdeveloped parts of Nigeria should also benefit from the growth of technology in their country.

Government should create reforms to checkmate the activities of fraudsters online, increase the military might of the country, improve the ailing power sector, and review high cost of internet data subscription along with other relevant mechanisms needed to create an environment for technology based businesses to thrive in the country.

