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     Assignment
  Topic: THE ISSUE OF RAPE IN OUR SOCIETY.
      Rape is a huge issue that plagues the world today. It is a worldwide issue, and is not specific
to any one country. Rape also can impact anyone at any time. It is not specific to any one
neighborhood, race, gender, sexual orientation, age, or financial status. Rapes continue to happen
frequently, and yet many are not reported to the police. Rape is widely thought to be the most
underreported crime. There are many stigmas that go along with rape, so it makes it difficult to
come forward. Also, it is sometimes difficult to prove rape when there are no physical signs. The
victim may also fear being further victimized through the investigative process, so the crime is
not reported.
          Furthermore, with the easy availability of illegal drugs, date rape has become more
commonplace. Although date rape can occur without drugs, many times people use illegal
substances to render their victims powerless against their advances. This is one form of date
rape. In these cases, the victims do not even know what happened to them, and if they were even
raped. Some of the drugs can create loss of memory, so it makes it impossible for the victim to
express what happened. There are many different drugs used for date rape. Some, like alcohol,
are not illegal substances. However, many of the drugs used in date rape are illegal substances.
Rape can leave the victim feeling powerless. Many victims experience rape trauma syndrome,
which can severely impact their lives.
          With the prevalence of rape in all communities, it is crucial for people to stay vigilant and
aware of their surroundings. Although it is impossible to ensure complete security, there are
ways to maintain safety. It is important for everyone to make their own drinks so that no one can
slip any drugs into them. Also, a buddy system can be very beneficial to help everyone stay safe,
and not end up in a bad situation.
       Rape is a profoundly different type of crime as the attacker is using their body as a
weapon. Instead of merely stealing some personal item that can be replaced, the attacker
takes something from the victim’s body and mind, which can never be replaced. This ordeal
may only last a few minutes, but feels like hours to the victim as they wonder what will happen
next. Also, it can last longer in cases of gang rapes. Once the event is finally over and the victim
realizes they have survived, they may not want to talk about it with anyone, and especially not law
enforcement officers and prosecutors. 
     Rape truly is the most personal of all crimes. Many people do not talk about sexual matters
at all, so they are even less likely to discuss rape. If someone was raised in an environment
where they did not talk about sexual things, they will be less likely to report a rape as an adult. It
is difficult enough for the victim to get through the actual experience, and victims do not want to
have to relive it several times with many different people. Unfortunately, that is the only way to
bring justice to the attacker. If the victim comes forward about the attack, they will have to talk
to the police at least once, talk to the prosecutor, and talk to the judge or jury depending on the
type of case. It would not be as difficult if the victim only had to discuss the issue once, but they
continually have to discuss it with different people, all of whom are strangers to them.
        Rape can occur between a stranger and a victim, but “many sexual assaults, however, occur
between victims and offenders who know each other” . This leads the victim to fear retaliation if
they do report the attack. Many rapists may even threaten the victim to prevent them from going
to the police. Victims take these threats seriously because the attacker has already shown their
violent nature, so they may be capable of much worse. In the case of date rape, the attacker may
know where the victim lives and works, and this makes their threats more dangerous because
they know how to find the victim.



         Rape victims also have to fear the embarrassment that a rape case can bring. When
someone does report a rape and it goes to court, the defense may try to prove it was
consensual, or that the victim “wanted it.” Also, the police officers may ask questions that
appear to blame the victim. Although there are laws protecting rape victims to a certain
extent, there is still embarrassment that goes along with reporting a rape. Many date rape
victims “are reluctant to report the act for fear that their own behavior will be scrutinized
by others” (Meadows, 2010, p. 98). This may be because “many of the victims of date
rape had been drinking or otherwise involved in some type of festivity when the rape
occurred” (Meadows, 2010, p. 98). Because of their partying, victims may not want to come
forward. This also brings embarrassment into their family. It the rape is reported to the police,
the family will find out eventually, and the victim may not want them to know. They may want
to protect their family, or are simply too embarrassed about the attack. They may not want
their parents to know the terrible thing that was done to them. They also may feel partially
responsible because they had too much to drink. Ultimately, they do not want to have to talk to
complete strangers about what someone did to their own body.

         Rape is also underreported because victims fear they will not be believed. Many rape cases
end up being “he said, she said” because there is no physical evidence. If there are no bruises
or cuts on the victim, it is difficult to prove rape. The emergency room doctor can do a rape kit
shortly after the attack to see if there is any evidence. However, even if bodily fluids are found on
the victim, that only proves that there was a sexual encounter, it does not prove whether or not it
was a consensual act. Many rapists may use verbal threats to get the victim to comply, so there
may be no physical marks or bruising. Some women fight back, but others do not because of
fear. Rapists may have a weapon they threaten the victims with, so it may be smarter not to fight
back in that case. However, this makes it difficult to prosecute. If victims know that there are no
bruises or cuts on their body, and it will be difficult to win a case, they many not even report it.


