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Racism and white supremacy
Racism: prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against a person or people on the basis of their membership of a particular racial or ethnic group, typically one that is a minority or marginalized.
White supremacy: is the racist belief that white people are superior to people of other races and therefore should be dominant over them.

These two words are key in our society today. It has been around since between 1525 and 1866. And started when 12.5 million people were kidnapped from Africa and sent to the Americas through the transatlantic slave trade. Upon reaching the New World, some 3.9 million of the 10.7 million who survived the two-month journey were enslaved in the United States. Comprehending the sheer scale of this forced migration—and slavery’s following spread across the country via interregional trade—can be a daunting task, but as historian Leslie Harris told Smithsonian’s Amy Crawford earlier this year, framing “these big concepts in terms of individual lives … can [help you] better understand what these things mean.”
Racial, economic and educational disparities are deeply rooted in U.S. institutions. Though the Declaration of Independence states that “all men are created equal,” American democracy has historically—and often violently—excluded certain groups.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instances of inequality range from the obvious to less overtly discriminatory policies and belief systems. Historical examples of the former include poll taxes that effectively disenfranchised African American voters; the marginalization of African American soldiers who fought in World War I and World War II but were treated like second-class citizens at home; black innovators who were barred from filing patents for their inventions; white medical professionals’ exploitation of black women’s bodies, the government-mandated segregation of American cities; and segregation in schools.
When it comes down to the basics, racism is still very much active, although unconscious, it is hard for a person of color to be accepted into the American society and be seen as one of them. And it isn’t going to stop anytime soon. There are so many underlining impacts it has have over the years, the person we get married to, the friends we hang out with, the schools we go to and even down to our workplace. It all comes down to the years our ancestors have endured being enslaved under the white hand.


