
ILLITERACYEQUALSINADEQUATEEDUCATIONINBAYELSA

Nigeriahasreportof60millionilliteratesresidingonit.60millionofNigeria’spopulationcanneither

readnorwriteduetolackofeducationinthecountry.OntheratingofNigeria’silliteracyinpercentage

demographshaverateditbetween35%to38%oftheNigerianpopulationafterclosecountingand

scrutinyoflliteratelocale.Itisnotafalseanalysis,theirratings,asintheyear1991therateofilliteracy

wasatthefigureof8.19millionbutin2015itdiscouragedlyroseto9.48millionNigeriansgoingatan

average.Andastheyeargetshighthepoputionofilliteratesgetshighalso.Oneineveryfiveoutof

schoolchildrenisinNigeria.Eventhoughprimaryeducationisofficiallyfreeandcompulsory,about10.5

millionofcountry'schildrenaged5-14yearsarenotinschool.Accurately10.5childrenarenotinschool

outof60millionilliteratesinNigeria.Bayelsa,astateinNigeriahasonly62.0percentofliterate

comparedto96.0%ofLagosianswhoareliterates.Thefactorsofits40%illiteracycausearlikely,

Economicbarriers,socioculturalnormsandpracticesthatdiscourageattendanceinformaleducation

especiallyforgirls.However,Bayelsacanstillstandachanceatgaininga100%percentliteracyrateif

Environmentforeducationsareenabled,qualityofeducationisimprovedandthedemandfor

educationisincreased.

Firstistheneedforenablingenvironmentsforeducation.Itisasimportantasbuildingafoundation

beforeahouseasitonlymakesroomforotherstofallin.Childreninbayelsahavegrownanunpleasant

desiretokeeplearningbecauseofthestateoftheexistingschoolsandclassrooms.Thefreeschools

providedbythegovernmentduringtheprogramsin2003,haveallbeendicapilidatedbystudentswho

decidedtocreatenuisance,leavingitinabadconditionforinterestedstudentswhochoosetolearnin

piece.Whentherainwatersslowlydripfromthecrackedceilingfallingdripsbydropsonthetornbooks

ofthelittlestudentswhoareexcitedtolearn,thestudentslooseinterest.Watersstilllicking,fivetables

anddecksareinthemiddleoftheclassroomastheotherchairsandtableshavebeenbrokenby

mischievousstudents,leavingtheinterestedstudentsstandingnotbeingabletograspanythingoverthe

chitchatbehindthebrokenwallwhichleadstoanotherclassandusedtobeawallfordemarcation.All

thislittledestructionhasdriventhestudentsoutofschool.Newschoolsoughttobebuiltandtheold

onesrenovatedasenablingthesebuildingsforeffectiveandsoundlearningwillbringthembackto

studywiththeirprofoundhappinesstolearn.

Aftertheschoolenvironmentshavebeenenabledtogoodstandards,thequalityofeducationwill

havetobeimproved.Abadqualitywhichwasinpositionpreviouslyhassetagroundforbothteachers

andstudentstocontributeintherateofBayelsasilliteracy.Thebadqualitywhichexistedhas

disallowedchildrenfromgettingtherealstuffoutofeducation.Thelittleeducationgivenisnotenough

forstudentstothinkoutsidethebox.Theyaretaughtwithlowqualitytextbooks,notcontainingwhatit

takesforachildtobementallysound.Thelaboratoriesinsecondaryschoolsonlycontainordinarytest

tubesandatablewithnoimportantequipmenttoevencarryoutatitration.Theteachersfailtocome

early,andthestudentstreatitwiththehighestlevelofanonchalanceattitude.Thesectorofeducation

isnottakenwithalevelofseriousnesthattheschemesarenotimproved,orstandardrisen.Forhigh

qualityeducationinbayelsa,standardsineducationwillhavetobemagnified.Theschemesthatare

taughtwillhavetobenolessthattheBritishcurriculum.Anewsectionoftheconstitutionwillhaveto

beplacedinfavourofprioritizingeducationinthestate.



Mostimportantlyofallthestepsafterbeencompletedistoraisethedemandforeducation.Likean

antrushingsugar,somethingenticingwillhavetobeplacedforpeopletorusheducationinothertoget

it.CitizensofBayelsafailtoseetheimportanceofeducationbecausetheydon'tfeelitwillbeofanyuse

tothem.Themenialjobstheyperformtosurvivelike,sellingbuns,sellinghankiesontheroadand

sellingallsortsofthings.Thesemenialjobsdoesnotrequireeducationandtheygiveonlylittlemoney

thusincreasingtherateofpovertyintheprocess.Ifeducationisaimedtoapointwhereitshouldbethe

requirementforsuccessandwealthgettingridofallmenialjobs,thecitizensofbayelsawillgladly

embraceit.ThereshouldnowbeintroductionofA.Iforimprovementinthetechnology

sector.Technologywillneedimprovementandbrainswillberequiredforit.thebrainsneededforitwill

begotteniftoldthebenefitstheycanderivefromit.Theindividualsdrawntosuchbenefitswillbe

forcedtodemandforeducationasitwilldeterminetheresourcesofwealth.

Allthestepstoeradicateilliteracywillonlybeaccomplishedbythecooperationofpeopleand

government.Thestepshoweverwillbethehugestsuccesseverrecordedinbayelsaandinhistory,a

breathtakenmoment.Childrenwillfinallybeabletosmile,goingtoschoolandteachersalsowillsee

whatthereteachingashelpful.Bayelsawillfinallybea100%literatecommunity,ifwellpracticed,the

steps.


