
Industrializationandthedepletionoftheozone

layer.

Industrializationisthedevelopmentofindustriesinacountryonawide

scale.Individualmanuallaborisoftenreplacedbymechanizedmass

production,andcraftsmenarereplacedbymachines.Theemergenceof

capitalism,Europeanimperialism,effortstominecoal,andtheeffectsof

theAgriculturalRevolutionallledtotheindustrialrevolution.Capitalism

wasacentralcomponentnecessaryfortheriseof industrialization.The

freeingofthelabourerfrom customaryobligationscreateda freemarket in

labour,withacrucialroleforaspecificsocialtype,the entrepreneur.

TheriseinindustrieshascausedthereleaseofCarbonmonoxideintothe

atmospherecausingthedepletionoftheozonelayer.Theozonelayerisa

layerintheearth'sstratosphereatanaltitudeofabout10km (6.2miles)

containingahighconcentrationofozone,whichabsorbsmostofthe

ultravioletradiationreachingtheearthfrom thesun.Withaweakeningof

thisshield,wewouldbemoresusceptibletoskincancer,cataractsand

impairedimmunesystems.

Depletionconsistsoftworelatedeventsobservedsincethelate1970s,

whichwasthestartoftheriseofindustrialization:asteadyloweringof

aboutfourpercentinthetotalamountofozoneinEarth'satmosphere(the

ozonelayer),andamuchlargerspringtimedecreaseinstratosphericozone

aroundEarth'spolarregions.Thelatterphenomenonisreferredtoasthe

"ozonehole".Therearealsospringtimepolartroposphericozonedepletion

eventsinadditiontothesestratosphericevents.TheUnitedState’sEPA

regulatesmorethan80differenttoxinsthatcanbefoundin industrial

pollution,from asbestos anddioxintoleadandchromium.Inspiteofthese



regulations,industriesareamongtheworstgeneratorsofairpollutionin

theworld.

IndustrializationinNigeriawasbroughtinmycolonization.Industriesare

settingupeverydayfrom theAgbaraindustrialestateinLagostoother

heavilyindustrializedstatesinthecountry.Theincreasehasbroughtabout

anincreaseingreenhousegases,thatleadtothedepletionoftheozone

layer.

Althoughindustrializationisimportantafewguidelinescouldbeputin

placetoreducepollution.First,industriescanreducetheirrelianceona

productthatiscausingpollution.Onegoodexampleisremovingleadfrom

gasolineinthe1970s.We’veloweredourdependenceonlead,which

reducedtheamountofthisheavymetalbeingleachedintothesurrounding

environment.otheroptionistotreatindustrialwastetoremovetoxic

componentssothattherestofthewastecanbedisposedofsafely.


