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                       HUMAN TRAFFICKING

   Human trafficking is the trade of humans for the purpose of forced labour, sexual slavery, or commercial sexual exploitation for the trafficker or others. This may encompass providing a spouse in the context of forced marriage, or the extraction of organs or tissues, including for surrogacy and ova removal.  Human trafficking can occur within a country or trans-nationally. Human trafficking is a crime against the person because of the violation of the victim's rights of movement through coercion and because of their commercial exploitation. Human trafficking is the trade in people, especially women and children, and does not necessarily involve the movement of the person from one place to another. 
    But over the years, things have changed. Its common that the definition of human trafficking is the movement of persons from place to place, using them as sexual slaves and forced labour. But I’m here to tell you that its much more than that. 
    Now, what’s actually reigning is that Nigerians are being used as organ donors without their consent. It said an average of 40 of such Nigerians are being allegedly executed on a yearly basis in China.
    What normally happens is that, Nigerians are being convinced that there are job opportunities for them in china and their trip expenses will be paid and they will also be given a comfortable place to stay. They thought it was promising and they agreed to it thinking they have gotten a job to better their life for good. Little did they know that a different plan has been set for them. 
    On reaching the airport, they were taken to luxurious places informing their families that they’re being treated nicely. After a week or two, the Chinese people would take them to a hidden place and will cut them open removing their hearts and kidneys while the victims were still breathing, looking at how they were torturing them.
    After all that had happened, no one will have any idea about the victim or how the victim even got to china in the first place and by which agency did he apply for the job.
   There are also Nigerians who are imprisoned in China and suffering the same fate as the Chinese hospitals are also involved in this case. At the forum with the theme, “Plights of Nigerians in China Prison,” were some returnees from China prison and family members of other Nigerians still serving jail terms in Chinese.
The discussion focused on allegations of mysterious deaths among Nigerian inmates in Chinese prisons, slave labour, lack of access to medical attention and alleged gross inhuman treatment meted to Nigerians from lack of fair hearing in the judicial system.
They urged President Buhari “to urgently intervene in this matter by setting up a presidential inter-agency assessment delegation to China to properly investigate and ascertain the veracity of the experiences of Nigerians in China prisons and their alleged offences.” “The National Assembly (both chambers) should, as a matter of public importance and urgency, conduct public hearings on this subject matter,” they added.
The forum also urged the ECOWAS Commission to adopt ownership of the regional approach on “this sensitive matter through strategic engagements with the grassroots on the ECOWAS free movement protocols and related issues.
“Furthermore, ECOWAS should, as a matter of regional interest and common security, consider opening up multilateral engagements on with the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) on migration related issues possibly leading to signing of agreement.
The forum called the Federal Government of Nigeria to consider signing a Joint Declaration on a Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility with the Government of the People’s Republic of China, just like in the case of EU in 2015.
The organ harvesting episode in China is a warning for desperate Nigerians who would do anything to travel out of the country. In their desperation, they should remember that the culture of impunity at home cannot stand in other climes. Thus, it goes without saying that they should be law-abiding at all times.

