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SOCIAL MEDIA AND PROLIFERATION OF FAKE NEWS, DODGY HEALTH ADVICE AND FAKE CURES OF COVID 19





















Fake news, also known as junk news, pseudo-news, alternative facts or hoax news, is a form of news consisting of deliberate disinformation or hoaxes spread via traditional news media (print and broadcast) or online social media. Fake news is written and published usually with the intent to mislead in order to damage an agency, entity, or person, and/or gain financially or politically, often using sensationalist, dishonest, or outright fabricated headlines to increase readership.
What is Social media? Social media is a computer-based technology that facilitates the sharing of ideas, thoughts and information through the building of virtual networks and communities. These are websites and applications that enable users to create and share contact to participate in social networking. They include; twitter, instagram, whatsapp, snapchat, youtube, tiktok, thriller,etc. 
With the increment of social media usage and the now rampant citizen journalism, the proliferation of fake news is now the order of the day. Before the advent of digital media, getting news to the public was regulated, it was either the public got their information from reputable newspapers or television, any other news was regarded as hearsay. This is not the order of the day in these times. 
By design, social media is internet-based and gives users quick electronic communication of content. With one click from the comfort of their homes, people can easily send out information. Is this a blessing or a curse? The jury is still out on that as digital news has facilitated increased usage of fake news, or yellow journalism. The news is then often reverberated as misinformation on social media but occasionally finds its way to the mainstream media as well. These stories are not only found in politics, but also in areas like vaccination, stock values and nutrition 
The global Covid-19 pandemic couldn’t have chosen a better time. The pandemic is happening at a time when sorting out facts from fiction is increasingly difficult. All over the world, there have been several conspiracy theories regarding the origin of the virus, ranging from a turf war between the United States of America and China (there were stories circulating that supported this view, some said that the virus was targeted at the United States of America from China to undermine their economy due to the feud that has been happening between the two world powers) to the tell-tale signs of the end of the world. The ease in the usage of social media platforms majorly Twitter, Instagram and Whatsapp has expedited the spread of these conspiracy theories. 
According to a report by in mopenDeocracy2020, the Armenian website Medmedia.am was spreading disinformation about the coronavirus pandemic, calling COVID-19 a “fake pandemic” and warning Armenians to refuse future vaccine programmes.
In Nigeria, a wave of information flooding the internet has accompanied the virus’s spread, provoking the fear and exploiting vulnerabilities. Health misinformation is not new to Nigeria. The Ebola Crisis in 2014 is a perfect example of how fake news, especially the ones that concern health can be misleading. During the Ebola pandemic, ten deaths were recorded, eight of these deaths were caused by the Ebola crisis itself, the other two were caused by a misinformation that ingesting and bathing in salt water could act as a vaccination against the disease. Social media usage was not even as popular in 2014 as it is in 2020 now. In 2015, Nigeria had 76 million internet subscribers. By 2019, this has increased to 122 million. 
This pattern has already reemerged during the COVID 19 outbreak. According to Lagos health officials, three people have been hospitalized after overdosing on chroloquine.  There were several things that were being spread about the cures of and preventive measures to be taken to avoid contracting the virus. They include using condiments like garlic, ginger, black seed, boiling the barks of several trees, sitting in the sun, constant sex and so on. The platforms used to share COVID 19 vary across geopolitical zones and demographics in Nigeria. Facebook, Whatsapp and Twitter continue to be the most popular platforms. Whatsapp in particular is a common conduit as it allows for the circulation of different types of media such as audio, video, text and links.
One of the biggest problems that sharing of fake news on COVID 19 is that it annihilates the already shaky trust between the public and media outlets. If there are so many news floating around, the public won’t know which to believe. The Nigerian Centre for Disease (NCDC) control has been very instrumental in keeping the public abreast with information about the virus even with their official Twitter handle. However, the voice on the NCDC can easily be lost in the stream of other websites and social media handles of media outlets that are only interested in attracting the public with false clickbates like “how to cure COVID 19” to increase their ratings.  
For media outlets, the ability to attract viewers to their websites is necessary to generate online advertising revenue. Therefore headlines as captivating as “cures for covid-19” easily attract attention from the scrolling public who will easily devour any information on a virus as unprecedented and global as the Corona virus. They may therefore continue to publish stories with false content that attracts users, benefits advertisers and improves ratings. The links to these websites can easily be shared through the usage of various social media platforms. Studies have also shown that fake news get spread three times faster than factual news. Easy access to online advertisement revenue, increased political polarization are part of the reasons why there are so many fake new on the internet. 
Fake news undermines the serious media coverage that still exists on social media and its believability which in turn makes it more difficult for journalists to cover significant news stories. The numbers recorded regarding the carriers of the virus, deaths and cures have been warped so much that some people do not even believe that the virus exist. 
In the attachments below there are a few examples of broadcast messages circulating on Whatsapp of fake news about false cures of COVID 19.
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Daddy she said the offici

ginger, garlic, honey and lemon can cure
this virus but out of fear they won’t open
up to Nigerians because government is
making money from this whole thing.

The doctors told them that Covid-19,
when contacted, the immune system
naturally fights it. The virus has only a life
span of 14days in the body and within that
period, it moves about in people’s body
without any harm or symptom until it finds
an underlying medical condition which it
preys on. In most cases, it is the
symptoms of this medical condition that
increases and end up killing the patient.
Majority of those who die are those who
have existing medical conditions which
the virus preys on.

Her advice: The doctors told them to
ensure their immune system is boosted,
treat any existing medical condition and
everything will be fine. She also add

that people should on their own takeﬁ“
ainaer. aarlic. lemon and honev. once i
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Good Evening
Sir,
A member of our local assembly here (a
lady) got exposed at her work place to
someone who came in from UK with
Covid-19 and she caught the virus. She
tested positive along-side her colleague
and the original carrier who flew in from
abroad and was taken to one of the
isolation centers here in Lagos. Thanks to
God she is now healed and discharged
earlier this week.
But Daddy, | am reporting this to share her
experience. Maybe it might be useful to
our people at large.
1. She said she had no serious
symptoms except for mild fever, a blocked
nostril and joint aches. She treated it with
malaria medicine and was fine. NCDC
came for them because the main carrier
who came in from abroad was having
serious symptoms and after the test, their
results also came out positive and so they
had to be kept at the isolation center.
2. At the isolation center: The next day
after they were taken in, the doct
and she was given (a) Vitamin C, (b)
Chloroquine, (c) Augmentin, and (d)
rugs. e took this

e
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Right there in Madagascar. Remember
Madagascar had 122 cases of those
infected but after taking this herbal
remedy, they all were cured and
discharged. On realizing how effective the

COVID Organic (that's what it is called) is,
the government declared that her citizens
should go about their business without
fear of infection. Please read the link
provided yourself and possibly google it.
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This information can't be used as a
therapeutic solution to corona virus
because it has no variable academic
source.

Surely, the document wasn't prepared by
a scientist;

a) corona virus was referred to as
CORONARY virus more than once in the
document,

b) pH was written as PH, c) pH scale is
from 1 to 14 but some food items have pH
above 14

d) the document seem to be an excerpt
from the highly criticized document
acclaimed to be written by a researcher
from John Hopkins University
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The impressive case of a Mexican family
in the United States who claimed they
were cured with a home remedy was
documented:

three 500 mg aspirins dissolved in lemon
juice boiled with honey, taken hot.

The next day they woke up as if nothing
had happened to them!

Well, the scientific information that
follows proves they are right!
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Thanks to autopsies performed by the
Italians ... it has been shown that it is not
pneumonia ... but it is: disseminated
intravascular coagulation (thrombosis).

Therefore, the way to fight it is with
antibiotics, antivirals, anti-inflammatories
and anticoagulants.

The protocols are being changed here
since noon!

According to valuable information from
Italian pathologists, ventilators and
intensive care units were never needed.

If this is true for all cases, we are about to
resolve it earlier than expected.
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Good day Sir Dr U. U Ukeju....... |
acknowledge you effort trying to inform
and educate the people via the above
post. That aspect of the daily dose and
regimen recommendation, also the aspect
of Pharmacodynamic, that is the toxic
and poisonous physiologic manifestations
of this slimy 2019 Wuhan nCov
(COVID-19), these two aspects are
clinically correct, many thanks Dr.

But yet I'm so worried that this post still
flies across the media to the detriment of
the readers.

| know and can vividly remember how
extensively | educated a participant who
posted the erroneous pH levels of some
organic foods to our GUUHEA global
conference arena but privately | had a
long chat with that participant and after
that chat she was rather happier to have
learnt a lot about pH levels, ACIDITY AND
ALKALINITY OF ORGANIC FOODS via the
organic acid content of those foods....





