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POLITICALSCIENCE

POL304:HISTORYOFPOLITICALTHOUGHTII

ASSIGNMENT:ReadtheChapteronRawls(FullNameis:JohnRawls)inthePolitcal

Thinkers,editedbyDavidBoucherandPaulKelly(ebooksentonwhatsapp)andwrite

shortexplanatorynoteson:

1.JohnRawl'sFirstPrinciple;

2.TheSecondPrinciple:DistributiveEconomicJustice;

3.TheOriginalPosition;

4.SummariseJohnRawlsIdeaofJustice



Theessay"Justiceasfairness:politicalnotmetaphysical"byJohnRawlsandwas

publishedin1985.Inithedescribeshisconceptionofjustice.

JohnRawlsfirstprinciple:Equalbasicliberties.

Thefirstandmostimportantprinciplestatesthateveryindividualhasanequalrightto

basicliberties,Rawlsclaiming"thatcertainrightsandfreedomsaremoreimportantor

'basic'thanothers".Forexample,Freemanargues,Rawlsbelievesthat"personal

property"–personalbelongings,ahome–constitutesabasicliberty,butanabsolute

righttounlimitedprivatepropertyisnot.Asbasicliberties,theserightsareinalienable:

nogovernmentcanamend,infringeorremovesuchrightsfrom individuals.Thomas

MertenssaysRawlscontendsthatprinciplesforasocietyarejustwhenchosenby

representativecitizensplacedwithin"fair"conditions.

InATheoryofJustice,RawlsarticulatestheLibertyPrincipleasthemostextensive

basiclibertycompatiblewithsimilarlibertyforothers;helateramendedthisinPolitical

Liberalism,statinginsteadthat"eachpersonhasanequalclaim toafullyadequate

schemeofequalbasicrightsandliberties".

TheSecondPrinciple:DistributiveEconomicJustice;

RawlsawardstheFairEqualityofOpportunityPrinciplelexicalpriorityoverthe

DifferencePrinciple:asocietycannotarrangeinequalitiestomaximizetheshareofthe

leastadvantagedwhilstnotallowingaccesstocertainofficesorpositions.

FairequalityofopportunityEdit

Thisprinciplemaintainsthat"officesandpositions"shouldbeopentoanyindividual,

regardlessofhisorhersocialbackground,ethnicityorsex.Itisstrongerthan'Formal

EqualityofOpportunity'inthatRawlsarguesthatanindividualshouldnotonlyhavethe

righttoopportunities,butshouldhaveaneffectiveequalchanceasanotherofsimilar

naturalability.

DifferenceprincipleEdit

TheDifferencePrincipleregulatesinequalities:itonlypermitsinequalitiesthatworkto

theadvantageoftheworst-off.Thisisoftenmisinterpretedastrickle-downeconomics;

Rawls'argumentismoreaccuratelyexpressedasasystem wherewealth"diffusesup".

Byguaranteeingtheworst-offinsocietyafairdeal,Rawlscompensatesfornaturally

occurringinequalities(talentsthatoneisbornwith,suchasacapacityforsport).



RawlsjustifiestheDifferencePrincipleonthebasisthat,sinceFairEqualityof

Opportunityhaslexicalpriority,theJustchoicefrom Paretooptimalscenarioswhich

couldoccurwouldbethatbenefitingtheworst-offratherthanthebest-off.

Theoriginalposition

Intheoriginalposition,thepartiesselectprinciplesthatwilldeterminethebasic

structureofthesocietytheywilllivein.Thischoiceismadefrom behindaveilof

ignorance,whichwoulddepriveparticipantsofinformationabouttheirparticular

characteristics:theirethnicity,socialstatus,genderand,crucially,Conceptionofthe

Good(anindividual'sideaofhowtoleadagoodlife).Thisforcesparticipantstoselect

principlesimpartiallyandrationally.Asathoughtexperiment,theoriginalpositionisa

hypotheticalpositiondesignedtoaccuratelyreflectwhatprinciplesofjusticewouldbe

manifestinasocietypremisedonfreeandfaircooperationbetweencitizens,including

respectforliberty,andaninterestinreciprocity.

Inthestateofnature,itmightbearguedthatcertainpersons(thestrongandtalented)

wouldbeabletocoerceothers(theweakanddisabled)byvirtueofthefactthatthe

strongerandmoretalentedwouldfarebetterinthestateofnature.Thiscoercionis

sometimesthoughttoinvalidateanycontractualarrangementoccurringinthestateof

nature.Intheoriginalposition,however,representativesofcitizensareplacedbehinda

"veilofignorance",deprivingtherepresentativesofinformationabouttheindividuating

characteristicsofthecitizenstheyrepresent.Thus,therepresentativepartieswouldbe

unawareofthetalentsandabilities,ethnicityandgender,religionorbeliefsystem ofthe

citizenstheyrepresent.Asaresult,theylacktheinformationwithwhichtothreaten

theirfellowsandthusinvalidatethesocialcontracttheyareattemptingtoagreeto.

SummaryofJohnRawlsideaofjustice

Rawls,InATheoryofJustice,beginswiththestatementthat,”Justiceisthefirstvirtue

ofsocialinstitution,”meaningthatagoodsocietyisonestructuredaccordingto

principalsofjustice.Rawlssetsforthtodeterminetheessentialprinciplesofjusticeon

whichagoodsocietymaybebased.Heexplainstheimportanceofprinciplesofjustice

fortwokeypurposes:first,to”provideawayofassigningrightsanddutiesinthebasic



institutionsofsociety”;andsecondly,to”definetheappropriatedistributionofthe

benefitsandburdens”ofsociety.Heobservesthat,byhisdefinition,well-ordered

societiesarerareduetothefactthat”whatisjustandunjustisusuallyindispute.”He

furthernotesthatawell-orderedandperfectlyjustsocietymustbeformulatedinaway

thataddressestheproblemsof”efficiency,coordination,andstability.”


