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INTRODUCTION

Chinagavebirthtooneofthefourgreatestancientcivilizationsoftheworldandhas
arecordedhistoryofabout4,000years.InfeudaltimestheChinesecreateda
civilizationthatledtheworld,butChinalaggedbehindtheWestaftertheIndustrial

Revolution.TheChinesepeoplepracticedimperialsystem.Imperialism isapolicyor

ideologyofextendingtheruleorauthorityofacountryoverothercountriesandpeoples,

oftenbymilitaryforceorbygainingpoliticalandeconomiccontrol.Whilerelatedtothe

conceptsofcolonialism andempire,imperialism isadistinctconceptthatcanapplyto

otherformsofexpansionandmanyformsofgovernment.theImperialeraofChinese

historyfrom theQindynastyuntiltheQingdynastyencompassedmanysituationsas

thefortunesofdynastiesroseandfell.Chineseculturehadinfluencedneighboringand

distantcountries,whilebeingtransformedbyoutsideinfluencesaswellasbeing

conquered.DuringtheWesternHandynasty,theSilkRoadtraderouteswere

establishedandbroughtHellenisticCentralAsia,PersiaundertheParthianEmpire,and

SouthAsiaintocontactwiththeChineseempire.

DEFINITIONOFDIPLOMACY

Diplomacyisthepracticeofconductingnegotiationsbetweenrepresentativesof
statesorgroups.Itentailsinfluencingthedecisionsandconductofforeign
governmentsandofficialsthroughdialogue,negotiation,andothernonviolentmeans.It
usuallyreferstointernationalrelationscarriedoutthroughtheintercessionof
professionaldiplomatswithregardtoafullrangeoftopicalissues.Diplomacyisthe
maininstrumentofforeignpolicy,whichrepresentsthebroadergoalsandstrategies
thatguideastate'sinteractionswiththerestoftheworld.Internationaltreaties,
agreements,alliances,andothermanifestationsofforeignpolicyareusuallytheresult
ofdiplomaticnegotiationsandprocess.Diplomatsmayalsohelpshapeastate's
foreignpolicyinanadvisorycapacity.

Theterm diplomacyisderivedviaFrenchfrom theancientGreekdiplōma,composedof
diplo,meaning“foldedintwo,”andthesuffix-ma,meaning“anobject.”Thefolded
documentconferredaprivilege—oftenapermittotravel—onthebearer,andtheterm



cametodenotedocumentsthroughwhichprincesgrantedsuchfavours.Laterit
appliedtoallsolemndocumentsissuedbychancelleries,especiallythosecontaining
agreementsbetweensovereigns.Diplomacylaterbecameidentifiedwithinternational
relations,andthedirecttietodocumentslapsed(exceptindiplomatics,whichisthe
scienceofauthenticatingoldofficialdocuments).

ANCIENTDIPLOMACY(HISTORY)

TheviewinlatemedievalEuropethatthefirstdiplomatswereangels,or
messengersfrom heaventoearth,isperhapsfanciful,butsomeelementsofdiplomacy
predaterecordedhistory.Earlysocietieshadsomeattributesofstates,andthefirst
internationallawarosefrom intertribalrelations.Tribesnegotiatedmarriagesand
regulationsontradeandhunting.Messengersandenvoyswereaccredited,sacred,and
inviolable;theyusuallycarriedsomeemblem,suchasamessagestick,andwere
receivedwithelaborateceremonies.intheancientdiplomacytheywereintotrading,they
negotiatedwithforeigncountrieswhichpavedwayfordiplomacy.Thegreatest
knowledgeofearlydiplomacycomesfrom theMiddleEast,theMediterranean,China,
andIndia.RecordsoftreatiesbetweenMesopotamiancity-statesdatefrom about2850
BCE.Thereafter,Akkadian(Babylonian)becamethefirstdiplomaticlanguage,serving
astheinternationaltongueoftheMiddleEastuntilitwasreplacedbyAramaic.

ThefirstrecordsofChineseandIndiandiplomacydatefrom the1stmillennium
BCE.Bythe8thcenturyBCEtheChinesehadleagues,missions,andanorganized
system ofpolitediscoursebetweentheirmany“warringstates,”includingresident
envoyswhoservedashostagestothegoodbehaviourofthosewhosentthem.The
sophisticationofthistradition,whichemphasizedthepracticalvirtuesofethical
behaviourinrelationsbetweenstates(nodoubtinreactiontoactualamorality),iswell
documentedintheChineseclassics.Foreignrelationswiththeoutsideworldwere
typicallylimitedtothedefenseofChina’sbordersagainstforeignattacksorincursions,
thereceptionofemissariesfrom neighbouringstatesseekingtoingratiatethemselves
andtotradewiththeChinesestate,andthecontrolofforeignmerchantsinspecific
portsdesignatedforforeigntrade.However,theworkismajoredonChinesediplomacy.

ANCIENTCHINESEDIPLOMACY

TheancientChinesediplomacyhadcertaininstitutionsandideawhichshowed

diplomatictrait.Theyarefourofthediplomatictraitandinstitutionthatwasrecognized

Tributarysystem:wasanetworkofloserelationsfocusedonChinawhich

facilitatedtradeandforeignrelationsbyacknowledgingChina'spredominantrolein

EastAsia.Itinvolvedmultiplerelationshipsoftrade,militaryforce,diplomacyandritual.

TheothernationshadtosendatributaryenvoytoChinaonschedule,whowould

kowtowtotheEmperorasaform oftribute,andacknowledgehissuperiorityand

precedence.TheothercountriesfollowedChina'sformalritualinordertokeepthe



peacewiththemorepowerfulneighbor.AthometheydidnotacceptChina'sclaimsof

hierarchyandsubordination.Politicalactorswithinthetributarysystem werelargely

autonomousandinalmostallcasesvirtuallyindependent.

TheMandateofHeaven:isaChinesepoliticalandreligiousteachingthatwasused

inancientandimperialChinatojustifytheruleoftheKingorEmperorofChina.

Accordingtothisbelief,Heavenwhichembodiesthenaturalorderandwillofthe

universebestowsthemandateonajustrulerofChina,the"SonofHeaven"ofthe

"CelestialEmpire".Ifarulerwasoverthrown,thiswasinterpretedasanindicationthat

therulerwasunworthy,andhadlostthemandate.Itwasalsoacommonbeliefthat

naturaldisasterssuchasfamineandfloodweredivineretributionsbearingsignsof

Heaven'sdispleasurewiththeruler,sotherewouldoftenberevoltsfollowingmajor

disastersasthepeoplesawthesecalamitiesassignsthattheMandateofHeavenhad

beenwithdrawn.TheMandateofHeavendoesnotrequirealegitimaterulertobeof

noblebirthbuthowwellthatpersoncanrule,dependingonthejustandable

performanceoftherulersandtheirheirs.TheconceptoftheMandateofHeavenwas

firstusedtosupporttheruleofthekingsoftheZhoudynasty(1046–256BCE),and

legitimizetheiroverthrowoftheearlierShangdynasty(1600–1069BCE).Itwasused

throughoutthehistoryofChinatolegitimizethesuccessfuloverthrowandinstallation

ofnewemperors,includingbynon-HanChinesemonarchssuchastheQing

(1636–1912).

TheEmperor:thetitlewasgiventothemonarchofChinaduringtheImperialPeriod

ofChinesehistory.IntraditionalChinesepoliticaltheory,theEmperorwasconsidered

theSonofHeavenandtheautocratofAllunderHeaven.UndertheHandynasty,

Confucianism replacedLegalism astheofficialpoliticaltheoryandsuccession

theoreticallyfollowedagnaticprimogeniture.TheChineseemperorswhosharedthe

samefamilywereclassifiedintohistoricalperiodsknownasdynasties.Theabsolute

authorityoftheemperorwasnotionallyboundwithvariousdutiesandobligations;

failuretoupholdthesewasthoughttoremovethedynasty'sMandateofHeavenandto

justifyitsreplacement.Inpractice,emperorsandheirssometimesavoidedthestrict

rulesofsuccessionanddynasties'ostensible"failures"weredetailedinofficialhistories

writtenbytheirsuccessfulreplacements.Thepoweroftheemperorwasalsooften

limitedbytheimperialbureaucracystaffedbyscholar-officialsandeunuchsandbyfilial

obligationstosurvivingparentsandtodynastictraditions,suchasthosedetailedinthe

Mingdynasty'sAncestralInstructions.
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