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S/N NAMES COLLEGES MATRICULATION

NUMBERS

SIGNATURES

1 GREEN,IVYAYIBATONYE LAW 19/LAW01/106

2 HARRY,JIM ABRAHAM LAW 19/LAWO1/107

3 HEAVENS,JEWELJOSEPH LAW 19/LAW01/108

4 HENA,GIDEONSAMBU LAW 19/LAW01/109

5 HUDSON,AMANDA LAW 19/LAW01/110

6 HUNGA,GBEWATOSOLOMON LAW 19/LAW01/111

7 IBEZIM,GODSGIFTNKEMJIKA LAW 19/LAW01/112

8 IDOKO,CHIGOZIEM PAUL LAW 19/LAW01/113

9 IDRIS,AISHAMOHAMMED LAW 19/LAW01/114

10 IFECHUKWU,UGONNACHIDUBEM LAW 19/LAW01/115

11 IGBO,FREDRICKONYEDIKA LAW 19/LAW01/116

12 IGE,OLUWAPELUMISARAH LAW 19/LAW01/117

13 IGWENWANNE,MELISSACHIAMAKA LAW 19/LAW01/118

14 IKPE,GODWIN LAW 19/LAW01/119

15 IKPESU,CLEVERFAVOUR LAW 19/LAW01/120

16 ILESANMI,ELISHAIBUKUNOLUWA LAW 19/LAW01/121
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17 IMENE,JOYOFEORITSE LAW 19/LAW01/122

18 IROEGBU,JENNIFERAMARACHI LAW 19/LAW01/123

19 ISAAC,REJOICEOJONUGWA LAW 19/LAW01/124

20 ISHIE,DESTINYCHINEYE LAW 19/LAW01/125

21 ISHOLA,FLOURISHOLUWASEUN LAW 19/LAW01/126

22 IWORI,DAVIDODEMADIGHI LAW 19/LAW01/127

23 IWUEGBU,CHISOM REJOICE LAW 19/LAW01/128

24 IYASERE,ELO-OGHENEWINIFRED LAW 19/LAW01/129

25 IZEGAEGBE,EHIMAMOJESOLOMON LAW 19/LAW01/130

26 ALAEFULE,FAVOURONYIYECHI SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/007

27 ORJI,IFEOMAPERPETUA SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/041

28 OSHIONWU,IFECHUKWUDENI
VICTORY

SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/042

29 OSUOHA,DEBORAHANULI SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/043

30 OTUEGBE,SHARONEBUBECHI SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/044

31 OUOH,OYIN-PREYEETHEL SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT

19/SMS04/045
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ACTIVEGROUPMEMBERS:ATTENDEES,FINANCIERS,PRESENTERS,RESEARCHERS
ANDTYPISTS.

S/N NAMES DEPARTMENTS MATRICULATION
NUMBERS

1 GREEN,IVYAYIBATONYE LAW 19/LAW01/106

2 HARRY,JIM ABRAHAM LAW 19/LAW01/107

3 HENA,GIDEONSAMBU LAW 19/LAW01/109

4 HUNGA,GBEWATOSOLOMON LAW 19/LAW01/111

5 IBEZIM,GODSGIFTNKEMJIKA LAW 19/LAW01/112

SCIENCES

32 PETER,FAVOURAYO SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/046

33 RAY-ELEWA,TRIUMPHANT SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/047

34 SALAUDEEN,YUNUSBAMIDELE SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/048

35 SOTONYE,FAVOUR SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/049

36 UCHENDU,JOYCEIFUNAYA SOCIALAND
MANAGEMENT
SCIENCES

19/SMS04/050
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6 IDOKO,CHIGOZIEM PAUL LAW 19/LAW01/113

7 IDRIS,AISHAMOHAMMED LAW 19/LAW01/114

8 IFECHUKWU,UGONNA
CHIDUBEM

LAW 19/LAW01/115

9 IGBO,FREDRICKONYEDIKA LAW 19/LAW01/116

10 IGE,OLUWAPELUMISARAH LAW 19/LAW01/117

11 IKPESU,CLEVERFAVOUR LAW 19/LAW01/120

12 ILESANMI,ELISHA
IBUKUNOLUWA

LAW 19/LAW01/121

13 IROEGBU,JENNIFER
AMARACHI

LAW 19/LAW01/123

14 ISAAC,REJOICEOJONUGWA LAW 19/LAW01/124

15 ISHIE,DESTINYCHINEYE LAW 19/LAW01/125

16 ISHOLA,FLOURISH
OLUWASEUN

LAW 19/LAW01/126

17 IWORI,DAVIDODEMADIGHI LAW 19/LAW01/127

18 ORJI,IFEOMAPERPETUA MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMS04/041

19 OSUOHA,DEBORAHANULI MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMS04/043

20 OUOH,OYIN-PREYEETHEL MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMS04/045

21 PETER,FAVOURAYO MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMSO4/04
6

22 SALAUDEEN,YUNUSBAMIDELE MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMS04/048

24 SOTONYE,FAVOUR MEDIAAND
COMMUNICATIONS

19/SMS04/049

THENINTHEDITIONOFTHEBLACK’SLAW DICTIONARYDEFINESTHEFOLLOWING
TERMS,THUS:
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1:CITIZEN:Apersonwho,byeitherbirthornaturalisation,isamemberofapolitical
community,owingallegiancetothecommunityandbeingentitledtoenjoyallitscivil
rightsandprotections;amemberofthecivilstate,entitledtoallitsprivileges.

2:RIGHT:Alegallyenforceableclaim thatanotherwilldoorwillnotdoagivenact;a
recognisedandprotectedinterest,theviolationofwhichisawrong.

3:DUTY:Alegalobligationthatisowedorduetoanotherandthatneedstobesatisfied;
anobligationforwhichsomeoneelsehasacorrespondingright.

CITIZENSHIP,NATURALISATIONANDALIENSISTHENINTHITEM ONTHE
EXCLUSIVELEGISLATIVELIST.

INTRODUCTION
Citizenshipisthestatusofapersonrecognisedunderthecustom orlaw,asbeinga
legalmemberofasovereignstateorbelongingtoanation.Theideaofcitizenshiphas
beendefinedasthecapacityofindividualstodefendtheirrights,inthepresenceof
governmentauthority.Citizenshipisthestatusenjoyedbynationalsofacountry,which
entitlesthem tofulllegal,economic,socialandpoliticalrights.Everycountryhasits
ownlawgoverningcitizenshipandotheraspectsoftheircitizens’lives.Itisalsoknown
asnationality.

THENATUREOFCITIZENSHIP
(1)LEGALCITIZENSHIP:Itsimplymeans“havinglegalstatus”.Acitizenofacountry

enjoyscertainlegalrights,incontrasttoaliens,whomaybeadmittedandmayenjoy
somecitizenshiprights,butnotall.Legalcitizenshipmayinvolvepoliticalrights,
suchastherighttovoteandbevotedfor.

(2)SOCIOLOGICALCITIZENSHIP:Thiscategorymeansthatapersonmaybea“citizen”
ofacountry(orofalargerunit,suchastheEuropeanUnion),aswellasholding
otheridentitiessuchasrace,class,religiousaffliction,etc.

(3)PATICIPATORYCITIZENSHIP:Theideaof“participation”asanimportantpartof
citizenshiphasraisedtheissueofwhatinreality(asidesfrom legalprovision)
makessuchparticipationpossible.Obviousfactorsincludetheopportunitytowork
andtocontributetosociety,areasonablelevelofincome,accesstopublic
authoritiesandchannelsfortheexpressionofviews.
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DIFFERENCESBETWEENACITIZENANDANON-CITIZEN

AccordingtoMerriam Webster’sCollegiateDictionary,acitizenis“amemberofastate
towhom he/sheowesallegiance,andisentitledtoitsprotection”.Hence,anon-citizen
issomeonewhoisnotamemberofasate,neitherdoeshe/sheoweallegiance.The
differencesarethus:

(1)Therightsofacitizenareirrevocable,whilethoseofanon-citizencouldberevoked
atanytime.

(2)Acitizenhastherighttovoteandbevotedfor,whileanon-citizencanneithervote
norbevotedfor.

(3)Acitizenhasfulllegalrights,whileanon-citizen’slegalrightsarelimited.

(4)Acitizencanneverbedeportedunderanycircumstance,whilenon-citizenscanbe
deported.

(5)Acitizen’srightsareconstitutionallyentrenched,whilethoseofanon-citizenarenot.

CONSTITUTIONALPROVISIONSOFCITIZENSHIP

CHAPTERIIIOFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(TYPESOFCITIZENSHIP):

SECTION25OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDREALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(CITIZENSHIPBYBIRTH):

(1)ThefollowingpersonsarecitizensofNigeriabybirth,namely-

(a)everypersonborninNigeriabeforethedateofindependence,eitherofwhose
parentsoranyofwhosegrandparentsbelongsorbelongedtoacommunity
indigenoustoNigeria:

ProvidedthatapersonshallnotbecomeacitizenofNigeriabyvirtueofthissection,if
neitherofhisparentsnoranyofhisgrandparentswasborninNigeria;

(b)everypersonborninNigeriaafterthedateofindependence,eitherofwhoseparents,
oranyofwhosegrandparentsisacitizenofNigeria;and

(c)everycitizenbornoutsideNigeria,eitherofwhoseparentsisacitizenofNigeria.

(2)Inthissection,“thedateofindependence”meansthefirstdayofOctober

1960.

SECTION260FTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(CITIZENSHIPBYREGISTRATION):
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(1)Subjecttotheprovisionsofsection28ofthisConstitution,apersontowhom
provisionsofthissection,applymayberegisteredasacitizenofNigeria,ifthe
Presidentissatisfiedthat–

(a)heisapersonofgoodcharacter;

(b)hehasshownaclearintentionofhisdesiretobedomiciledinNigeria;and

(c)hehastakentheOathofAllegianceprescribedintheSeventhScheduleofthis
Constitution.

(2)theprovisionsofthissectionshallapplyto–

(b)anywomanwhoisorhasbeenmarriedtoacitizenofNigeria;or

(c)everypersonoffullageandcapacity,bornoutsideNigeria,anyofwhose
grandparentsisacitizenofNigeria.

SECTION27OFTHECONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA(AS
AMENDED)(CITIZENSHIPBYNATURALISATION):

(1)Subjecttotheprovisionsofsection28ofthisConstitution,anybodywhoisqualified
inaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthissection,mayapplytothePresident,forthe
grantofcertificateofnaturalisation.

(2)Nopersonshallbequalifiedtoapplyforthegrantofacertificateofnaturalisation,
unlesshesatisfiesthePresidentthat–

(a)heisapersonoffullageandcapacity;

(b)heisapersonofcharacter;

(c)hehasshownaclearintentionofhisdesiretobedomiciledinNigeria;

(d)heis,intheopinionoftheGovernoroftheStatewhereheisorproposestobe
resident,acceptabletothelocalcommunityinwhichheistolivepermanently,and
hasbeenassimilatedintothewayoflifeofNigeriansinthatpartoftheFederation;

(e)heisapersonwhohasmadeoriscapableofmakingusefulcontributiontothe
advancement;progressandwell-beingofNigeria;

(f)hehastakentheOathofAllegianceprescribedintheSeventhScheduleofthis
Constitution;and

(g)hehas,immediatelyprecedingthedateofhisapplication,either–

(i)residedinNigeriaforacontinuousperiodoffifteenyears;or

(ii) residedinNigeriacontinuouslyforperiodoftwelvemonths,andduringaperiod
oftwentyyearsimmediatelyprecedingthatperiodoftwelvemonths,hasresided
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inNigeriaaccountingintheaggregatetonotlessthanfifteenyears.

SECTION28OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(DUALCITIZENSHIP):

(1)Subjecttotheotherprovisionsofthissection,apersonshallforfeitforthwithhis
Nigeriancitizenshipif,notbeingacitizenofNigeriabybirth,heacquiresorretains
thecitizenshipornationalityofacountry,otherthanNigeria,ofwhichheisnota
citizenbybirth.

(2)AnyregistrationofapersonasacitizenofNigeriaorthegrantofacertificateby
naturalisationtoapersonwhoisacitizenofacountryotherthanNigeriaatthetime
ofsuchregistrationorgrantshall,ifheisnotacitizenbybirthofthatothercountry,
beconditionaluponeffectiverenunciationofthatcitizenshipornationalityofthat
othercountry,withinaperiodofnotmorethanfivemonthsfrom thedateofsuch
registrationorgrant.

Itmustbenotedhoweverthat,byvirtueofSection28ofthe1999Constitutionofthe
FederalRepublicofNigeria(AsAmended),dualcitizenshipisnotpermitted
constitutionally.

*DUALCITIZENSHIP:Thisisthestatusofhavingmultiplecitizenship,whereasingle
personislegallyrecognisedasacitizenoftwoormorecountriesatthesametime.
Dualcitizenshipcanbeacquiredthroughbirth,naturalisation,marriageandinvestment.
Somecountriesthatallowdualcitizenshipinclude:Algeria,America,Angola,Brazil,
BurkinaFaso,etc.

THEBENEFITSOFDUALCITIZENSHIP:

(1)SECURITY:Asecondpassportfrom astablecountrycanbelife-savingintheevent
ofanykindofanykindofpolitical,economicorsocialunrestinone’shomecountry.

(2)BUSINESS:Newbusinessopportunitiesareopentodualcitizens,astheycan
transactbusinessesintheirhostandsecondcountries.

SECTION29OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RENUNCIATIONOFCITIZENSHIP):

(1)AnycitizenofNigeriaoffullage,whowishestorenouncehisNigeriancitizenship
shallmakeadeclarationintheprescribedmannerofrenunciation.

(2)ThePresidentshallcausethedeclarationmadeundersubsection(1)ofthissection
toberegisteredanduponsuchregistration,thepersonwhomadethedeclaration
shallceasetobeacitizenofNigeria.

(3)ThePresidentmaywithholdtheregistrationofanydeclarationmadeunder
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subsection(1)ofthissection,if–

(a)thedeclarationismadeduringanywarinwhichNigeriaisphysicallyinvolved;or

(b)inhisopinion,itisotherwisecontrarytopublicpolicy.

(4)Forthepurposesofsubsection(1)ofthissection,

(a)“fullage”meanstheageofeighteenyearsandabove;

(b)anywomanwhoismarriedshallbedeemedtobeoffullage.

SECTION30OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(DEPRIVATIONOFCITIZENSHIP):

(1)ThePresidentmaydepriveaperson,otherthanapersonwhoisacitizenofNigeria
bybirthorbyregistration,ifheissatisfiedthatsuchapersonhas,withinaperiodof
sevenyearsafterbecomingnaturalised,beensentencedtoimprisonmentfora
term ofnotlessthanthreeyears.

(2)ThePresidentshalldepriveaperson,otherthanapersonwhoisacitizenofNigeria
bybirth,ofhiscitizenship,ifheissatisfiedfrom therecordsoftheproceedingsofa
courtoflaworothertribunalorafterdueinquiryinaccordancewithregulations
madebyhim,that–

(a)thepersonhasshownhimselfbyactorspeechtobedisloyaltowardstheFederal
RepublicofNigeria;or

(b)thepersonhas,duringanywarinwhichNigeriawasengaged,unlawfullytraded
withtheenemyorbeenengagedinorassociatedwithanybusinessthatwasinthe
opinionofthePresident,carriedoninsuchamannerastoassisttheenemyof
Nigeriainthatwar,orunlawfullycommunicatedwithsuchenemytothedetriment
oforwithintenttocausedamagetotheinterestofNigeria.

SECTION31OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(PERSONSDEEMEDTOBENIGERIANCITIZENS):

ForthepurposesofthisChapter,aparentorgrandparentofapersonshallbedeemed
tobeacitizenofNigeria,ifatthetimeofthebirthofthatperson,suchparentor
grandparentwouldhavepossessedthatstatusbybirth,ifhehadbeenaliveonthedate

ofindependence;andinthissection,“thedateofindependence”hasthe

meaningassignedtoitinsection25(2)ofthisConstitution.

SECTION31OFTHECONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA(AS
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AMENDED)(POWERTOMAKEREGULATIONS):

(1)ThePresidentmaymakeregulations,notinconsistentwiththisChapter,prescribing
allmatterswhicharerequiredorpermittedtobeprescribedorwhicharenecessary
orconvenienttobeprescribedforcarryingoutorgivingeffecttotheprovisionsof
thisChapter,andforgrantingspecialimmigrantstatuswithfullresidentialrightsto
non-NigerianspousesofcitizensofNigeria,whodonotwishtoacquireNigerian
citizenship.

(2)AnyregulationsmadebythePresident,pursuanttotheprovisionsofthissection,
shallbelaidbeforetheNationalAssembly.

CHAPTERIVOFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(FUNDAMENTALRIGHTS):

Incontrovertibly,Rightsconstituteaveryimportantsubjectofbothacademicand
legalimportance.Soimportantisthesubjectthat,provisionsonRightsareentrenched
inmostConstitutionsofdevelopedanddevelopingnationsoftheworld.InNigeria,the
SupremeCourt,whichistheapexCourtoftheland,hasatdifferenttimes,madevery
importantandilluminating,pronouncementsonissuesrelatingtoRights,andhas,
generally,expressedthewillingnesstoprotectandsafeguardtheRightsoftheNigerian
people.Moreover,RightshavebeenincorporatedinallNigerianconstitutionssince
independencein1960.

“HumanRights”,inbroadterms,includecivil,political,economic,social,cultural,
developmentalrights,etcetera,which,undoubtedly,areindispensabletoameaningful
existence.Theyareinherentrightstobeenjoyedbyallhumanbeingsinacountryor
nationandnotgiftstobewithdrawn,withheldorgrantedataparticularperson’swhims
andcaprices.Theyarepartofthenatureofahumanbeingandattachtoallhuman
beingseverywhereinallsocieties,justasdohisarmsandlegs.However,theexercise
ofone’sfundamentalhumanrightsaresubjecttocertainlimitations,whicharestated
hereafter.

THENATUREOFRIGHTS
(1)NATURALANDHUMANRIGHTS:TheserightsaregivenbyGodandnaturetoevery

humanbeing.Thestateistheguardianofsuchrights,notthecreatorofthem.To
deprivehumanbeingsofsuchrightsismorallywrong.Governmentshavean
obligationtoupholdtheserights.Iftheydonotdoso,itisimmoral.Themost
articulateexponentofthistypeofrightswasJohnLocke.Heitemisedtherightsas
“life,libertyandproperty”.
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(2)LEGALRIGHTS:Thesearemaintainedbythelawsofthestate.Ifsuchrightsare
infringeduponbythegovernmentorothercitizens,onecanseekredressinalaw
court.

CHARACTERISTICSOFHUMANRIGHTS

Philosopherscontinuetoargueaboutthenatureofhumanrights,butthe
internationalcommunitystateditscommitmenttotheprotectionofeveryone’s
fundamentalhumanrightswhenitadoptedtheUniversalDeclarationofHuman
Rights(UDHR)in1948.Manycountrieshavesinceratifiedtheserightsintotheir
constitutions.Thecharacteristicsinclude:

(1)INALIENABILITY:Thismeansthatyoucannotlosethem.Theyareattheverycoreof
humanexistence.Insomecircumstances,however,somecanbesuspended.For
example,ifsomeoneisconvictedofcommittingmurder,his/herrighttoliberty
wouldbetaken,byvirtueofimprisonment.Also,inastateofemergency,therightto
freedom ofmovementwouldbetaken,duetotheimpositionofcurfew.

(2)INDIVISIBILITY:Thismeansthat,thedifferentfundamentalhumanrightsare
intrinsicallyconnected,andcantherefore,notbeviewedinisolation.Therightsare
dependentoneachother.

(3)UNIVERSALITY:Thismeansthat,fundamentalhumanrightsapplytoeveryone,
irrespectiveofrace,complexion,sexualorientation,gender,etc.

SECTION33OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOLIFE):

(1)Everypersonhasarighttolife,andnooneshallbedeprivedintentionallyofhislife,
saveinexecutionofthesentenceofacourtinrespectofacriminaloffence,of
whichhehasbeenfoundguiltyinNigeria.

(2)Apersonshallnotberegardedashavingbeendeprivedofhislifeincontravention
ofthissection,ifhediesasaresultoftheuse,tosuchextentandinsuch
circumstancesasarepermittedbylaw,ofsuchforceasisreasonablynecessary–

(a)forthedefenceofanypersonfrom unlawfulviolenceorforthedefenceofproperty;

(b)inordertoeffectalawfularrestortopreventtheescapeofapersonlawfully
detained;or

(c)forthepurposeofsuppressingariot,insurrectionormutiny.
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SECTION34OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTODIGNITYOFHUMANPERSON):

(1)everyindividualisentitledtorespectforthedignityofhispersonandaccordingly
–

(a)nopersonshallbesubjecttotortureortoinhumanordegradingtreatment;

(b)nopersonshallbeheldinslaveryorservitude;and

(c)nopersonshallberequiredtoperform forcedorcompulsorylabour.

(2)forthepurposesofsubsection(1)(c)ofthissection,“forcedor
compulsorylabour”doesnotinclude–

(a)anylabourrequiredinconsequenceofthesentenceororderofacourt;

(b)anylabourrequiredbythearmedforcesoftheFederationortheNigeriaPolice
Forceinpursuanceoftheirdutiesassuch;

(c)inthecaseofpersonswhohaveconscientiousobjectionstotheserviceofthe
armedforcesoftheFederation,anylabourrequiredinsteadofsuchservice;

(d)anylabourrequiredwhichisreasonablynecessaryintheeventofacalamityor
anemergencythreateningthelifeorwell-beingofthecommunity;or

(e)Anylabourorservicethatformspartof–

(i)normalcommunalorothercivicobligationsofthewell-beingofthecommunity,

(ii) suchcompulsorynationalserviceinthearmedforcesoftheFederation,as
maybeprescribedbyanActoftheNationalAssembly,or

(iii) suchcompulsorynationalservicewhichformspartoftheeducationand
trainingofcitizensofNigeria,asmaybeprescribedbyanActoftheNational
Assembly.

SECTION35OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOPERSONALLIBERTY):

(1)Everypersonshallbeentitledtohispersonallibertyandnopersonshallbe
deprivedofsuchliberty,saveinthefollowingcasesandinaccordancewitha
procedurepermittedbylaw–

(a)inexecutionofthesentenceororderofacourtinrespectofacriminaloffenceof
whichhehasbeenfoundguilty;

(b)byreasonofhisfailuretocomplywiththeorderofacourtorinordertosecure
thefulfilmentofanyobligationimposeduponhim bylaw;
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(c)forthepurposeofbringinghim beforeacourt,inexecutionoftheorderofacourt,
oruponreasonablesuspicionofhishavingcommittedacriminaloffence,orto
suchextentasmaybereasonablynecessary,topreventhiscommittinga
criminaloffence;

(d)inthecaseofapersonwhohasnotattainedtheageofeighteenyearsforthe
purposeofhiseducationorwelfare;

(e)inthecaseofpersonssufferingfrom infectiousorcontagiousdisease,persons
ofunsoundmind,personsaddictedtodrugsoralcoholorvagrants,forthe
purposeoftheircare,treatmentortheprotectionofthecommunity;or

(f)forthepurposeofpreventingtheunlawfulentryofanypersonintoNigeriaorof
effectingtheexpulsion,extraditionorotherlawfulremovalfrom Nigeria,ofany
personorthetakingofproceedingsrelatedthereto:

Providedthatapersonwhoischargedwithanoffenceandwhohasbeendetained
inlawfulcustodyawaitingtrialshallnotcontinuetobekeptinsuchdetentionfora
periodlongerthanthemaximum periodofimprisonmentprescribedfortheoffence.

(2)Anypersonwhoisarrestedordetainedshallhavetherighttoremainsilentor
avoidansweringanyquestionuntilafterconsultationwithalegalpractitioneror
anyotherpersonofhisownchoice.

(3)Anypersonwhoisarrestedordetainedshallbeinformedinwritingwithintwenty-
fourhours(andinalanguagethatheunderstands)ofthefactsandgroundsof
hisarrestordetention.

(4)Anypersonwhoisarrestedordetainedinaccordancewithsubsection(1)(c)of
thisconstitution,shallbebroughtbeforeacourtoflawwithinareasonabletime,
andifheisnottriedwithinaperiodof–

(a)twomonthsfrom thedateofhisarrestordetention,inthecaseofapersonwho
isincustodyorisnotentitledtobail;or

(b)threemonthsfrom thedateofhisarrestordetentioninthecaseofapersonwho
hasbeenreleasedonbail,heshall(withoutprejudicetoanyfurtherproceedings
thatmaybebroughtagainsthim)bereleasedeitherunconditionallyoruponsuch
conditionsasarereasonablynecessarytoensurethatheappearsfortrialata
laterdate.

(5)Insubsection(4)ofthisconstitution,theexpression“areasonabletime”
means–

(a)Inthecaseofanarrestordetentioninanycasewherethereisacourtof
competentjurisdictionwithinaradiusoffortykilometres,aperiodofoneday;
and
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(b)Inanycase,aperiodoftwodaysorsuchlongerperiodsasinthecircumstances
maybeconsideredbythecourttobereasonable.

(6)Anypersonwhoisunlawfullyarrestedordetainedshallbeentitledto
compensationandpublicapologyfrom theappropriateauthorityorperson;and

inthissubsection,“theappropriateauthorityorperson”meansan

authorityorpersonspecifiedbylaw.

(7)Nothinginthissectionshallbeconstrued–

(a)inrelationtosubsection(4)ofthissection,asapplyinginthecaseofaperson
arrestedordetaineduponreasonablesuspicion,ofhavingcommittedacapital
offence;and

(b)asinvalidatinganylawbyreasononlythatitauthorisesthedetentionforaperiod
notexceedingthreemonthsofamemberofthearmedforcesoftheFederation
oramemberoftheNigeriaPoliceForceinexecutionofasentenceimposedby
anofficerofthearmedforcesoftheFederationortheNigeriaPoliceForce,in
respectofanoffencepunishablebysuchdetentionofwhichhehasbeenfound
guilty.

SECTION36OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOFAIRHEARING):

(1)Indeterminationofhiscivilrightsandobligations,includinganyquestionor
determinationbyoragainstanygovernmentorauthority,apersonshallbeentitled
toafairhearingwithinareasonabletimebyacourtortribunalestablishedbylaw
andconstitutedinsuchmannerastosecureitsindependenceandimpartiality.

(2)Withoutprejudicetotheforegoingprovisionsofthissection,alawshallnotbe
invalidatedbyreasononlythatitconfersonanygovernmentorauthority,powerto
determinequestionsarisingintheadministrationofalawthataffectsormayaffect
thecivilrightsandobligationsofanyperson,ifsuchlaw–

(a)providesforanopportunityforthepersonswhoserightsandobligationsmaybe
affectedtomakerepresentationstotheadministeringauthoritybeforethatauthority
makesthedecisionaffectingthatperson;and

(b)containsnoprovisionmakingthedeterminationoftheadministeringauthority,final
andconclusive.

(3)Theproceedingsofacourtortheproceedingsofanytribunalrelatingtothematters
mentionedinsubsection(1)ofthissection(includingtheannouncementofthe
decisionsofthecourtortribunal)shallbeheldinpublic.

(4)Wheneveranypersonischargedwithacriminaloffence,heshall,unlessthecharge
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iswithdrawn,beentitledtoafairhearinginpublicwithinareasonabletimebya
courtortribunal:

Providedthat–

(a)acourtorsuchtribunalmayexcludefrom itsproceedingspersonsotherthanthe
partiestheretoortheirlegalpractitionersintheinterestofdefence,publicsafety,
publicorder,publicmorality,thewelfareofpersonswhohavenotattainedtheageof
eighteenyears,theprotectionoftheprivatelivesofthepartiesortosuchextentasit
mayconsidernecessarybyreasonofspecialcircumstancesinwhichpublicitywill
becontrarytotheinterestsofjustice;

(b)ifinanyproceedingsbeforeacourtorsuchatribunal,aMinisteroftheGovernment
oftheFederationoracommissionerofthegovernmentofaStatesatisfiesthecourt
that,itwouldnotbeinthepublicinterestsforanymattertobepubliclydisclosed,the
courtortribunalshallmakearrangementsforevidencerelatingtothatmattertobe
heardinprivateandshalltakesuchotheractionasmaybenecessaryorexpedient
topreventthedisclosureofthematter.

(5)Everypersonwhoischargedwithacriminaloffenceshallbepresumedtobe
innocentuntilheisprovedguilty:

ProvidedthatnothinginthisSectionshallinvalidateanylawonlybythereasonthatthe
lawimposesuponanysuchpersontheburdenofprovingparticularfacts.

(6)Everypersonwhoischargedwithacriminaloffenceshallbeentitledto–

(a)beinformedpromptlyinthelanguagethatheunderstandsandindetail,ofthenature
oftheoffence;

(b)begivenadequatetimeandfacilitiesforthepreparationofhisdefence;

(c)defendhimselfinpersonorbylegalpractitionersofhisownchoice;

(d)examine,inpersonorbyhislegalpractitioners,thewitnessescalledbythe
prosecutionbeforeanycourtortribunalandobtaintheattendanceandcarryoutthe
examinationofwitnessestotestifyonhisbehalfbeforethecourtortribunalonthe
sameconditionsasthoseapplyingtothewitnessescalledbytheprosecution;and

(e)have,withoutpayment,theassistanceofaninterpreter,ifhecannotunderstandthe
languageusedatthetrialoftheoffence.

(7)Whenanypersonistriedforanycriminaloffence,thecourtortribunalshallkeepa
recordoftheproceedingsandtheaccusedpersonoranyotherpersonsauthorised
byhim inthatbehalfshallbeentitledtoobtaincopiesofthejudgementinthecase,
withinsevendaysoftheconclusionofthecase.

(8)Nopersonshallbeheldtobeguiltyofacriminaloffenceonaccountofanyactor
omissionthatdidnot,atthetimeittookplace,constitutesuchanoffence,andno
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penaltyshallbeimposedforanycriminaloffenceheavierthanthepenaltyinforceat
thetimetheoffencewascommitted.

(9)Nopersonwhoshowsthathehasbeentriedbyanycourtofcompetentjurisdiction,
oracquitted,shallagainbetriedforthatoffence,orforacriminaloffencehavingthe
sameingredientsasthatoffence,saveupontheorderofasuperiorcourt.

(10) Nopersonwhoshowsthathehasbeenpardonedforacriminaloffenceshall
againbetriedforthatoffence.

(11) Nopersonwhoistriedforacriminaloffenceshallbecompelledtogiveevidence
atthetrial.

(12) SubjectasotherwiseprovidedbythisConstitution,apersonshallnotbe
convictedofacriminaloffenceunlessthatoffenceisdefinedandthepenalty

thereforeisprescribedinawrittenlaw;andinthissubsection,“awrittenlaw”
referstoanActoftheNationalAssemblyorLawofaState,asubsidiarylegislation
orinstrumentundertheprovisionsofalaw.

SECTION37OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOPRIVATEANDFAMILYLIFE):

Theprivacyofcitizens,theirhomes,correspondence,telephoneconversationsand
telegraphiccommunications,isherebyguaranteedandprotected.

SECTION38OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOFREEDOM OFTHOUGHT,CONSCIENCEANDRELIGION):

(1)Everypersonshallbeentitledtofreedom ofthought,conscienceandreligion,
includingfreedom tochangehisreligionorbelief,andfreedom (eitheraloneorin
communityofothers,andinpublicorprivate)tomanifestandpropagatehisreligion
orbeliefinworship,teaching,practiceandobservance.

(2)Nopersonattendinganyplaceofeducationshallberequiredtoreceivereligious
instructionortotakepartinorattendanyreligiousceremonyorobservance,ifsuch
instruction,ceremonyorobservancerelatestoareligionotherthanhisown,ora
religionnotapprovedbyhisparentsorguardian.

(3)Noreligiouscommunityordenominationshallbepreventedfrom providingreligious
instructionforpupilsofthatcommunityordenomination,inanyplaceofeducation
maintainedwhollybythatcommunityordenomination.

(4)Nothinginthissectionshallentitleanypersontoform,takepartintheactivityorbe
amemberofasecretsociety.
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SECTION39OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOFREEDOM OFEXPRESSIONOFTHEPRESS):

(1)Everypersonshallbeentitledtofreedom ofexpression,includingfreedom tohold
opinionsandtoreceiveandimpartideasandinformationwithoutinterference.

(2)Withoutprejudicetothegeneralityofsubsection(1)ofthissection,everyperson
shallbeentitledtoown,establishandoperateanymedium forthedisseminationof
information,ideasandopinions:

Providedthatnoperson,otherthantheGovernmentoftheFederationorofaStateor
anyotherpersonorbodyauthorisedbythePresidentonthefulfilmentofconditionslaid
downbyanActoftheNationalAssembly,shallown,establishoroperateatelevisionor
wirelessbroadcastingstationforanypurposewhatsoever.

(3)Nothinginthissectionshallinvalidateanylawthatisreasonablyjustifiableina
democraticsociety–

(a)forthepurposeofpreventingthedisclosureofinformationreceivedinconfidence,
maintainingtheauthorityandindependenceofcourtsorregulatingtelephony,
wirelessbroadcasting,televisionortheexhibitionofcinematographicfilms;or

(b)imposingrestrictionsuponpersonsholdingofficeundertheGovernmentofthe
FederationorofaState,membersofthearmedforcesoftheFederationorother
Governmentsecurityservicesoragenciesestablishedbylaw.

SECTION40OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGEFRIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOPEACEFULASSEMBLYANDASSOCIATION):

Everypersonshallbeentitledtoassemblefreelyandassociatewithotherpersons,and
inparticular,hemayform orbelongtoaparticularpoliticalparty,tradeunionorany
otherassociationfortheprotectionofhisinterests:

Providedthattheprovisionsofthissectionshallnotderogatefrom thepowers
conferredbythisConstitutionontheIndependentNationalElectoralCommissionwith
respecttopoliticalpartiestowhichthatCommissiondoesnotaccordrecognition.

SECTION41OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOFREEDOM OFMOVEMENT):

(1)EverycitizenofNigeriaisentitledtomovefreelythroughoutNigeriaandtoresidein
anypartthereof,andnocitizenofNigeriashallbeexpelledfrom Nigeria,orrefused
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entrytheretoorexittherefrom.

(2)Nothinginsubsection(1)ofthissectionshallinvalidateanylawthatisreasonably
justifiableinademocraticsociety–

(a)imposingrestrictionsontheresidenceormovementofanypersonwhohas
committedorisreasonablysuspectedtohavecommittedacriminaloffence,in
ordertopreventhim from leavingNigeria;or

(b)providingfortheremovalofanypersonfrom Nigeriatoanyothercountryto:-

(i)betriedoutsideNigeriaforanycriminaloffence,or

(ii) undergoimprisonmentoutsideNigeria,inexecutionofasentenceofacourtof
law,inrespectofacriminaloffenceofwhichhehasbeenfoundguilty:

Providedthatthereisreciprocalagreementbetweenandsuchothercountryinrelation
tosuchmatter.

SECTION42OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOFREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION):

(1)AcitizenofNigeriaofaparticularcommunity,ethnicgroup,placeoforigin,sex,
religion,orpoliticalopinionshallnot,byreasononlythatheissuchaperson–

(a)besubjectedeitherexpresslyby,orinthepracticalapplicationof,anylawinforcein
Nigeriaoranyexecutiveoradministrativefunctionofthegovernment,todisabilities
orrestrictionstowhichcitizensofNigeriaofothercommunities,ethnicgroups,
placesoforigin,sex,religionsorpoliticalopinionsarenotmadesubject;or

(b)beaccordedeitherexpresslyby,orinthepracticalapplicationof,anylawinforcein
Nigeriaoranysuchexecutiveoradministrativeaction,anyprivilegeoradvantage
thatisnotaccordedtocitizensofNigeriaofothercommunities,ethnicgroups,
placesoforigin,sex,religionsorotherpoliticalopinions.

(2)NocitizenofNigeriashallbesubjectedtoanydisabilityordeprivation,merelyby
reasonofthecircumstancesofhisbirth.

(3)Nothinginsubsection(1)ofthissectionshallinvalidateanylawbyreasononlythat
thelawimposesrestrictionswithrespectwiththeappointmentofanypersontoany
officeundertheStateorasamemberofthearmedforcesoftheFederationora
memberoftheNigeriaPoliceForceortoanofficeintheserviceofacorporatebody
establisheddirectlybyanylawinforceinNigeria.

SECTION43OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RIGHTTOACQUIREANDOWNIMMOVABLEPROPERTYANYWHERE
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INNIGERIA):

SubjecttotheprovisionsofthisConstitution,everycitizenofNigeriashallhavetheright
toacquireandownimmovablepropertyanywherein Nigeria.

SECTION44OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(COMPULSORYACQUISITIONOFPROPERTY):

(1)Noimmovablepropertyoranyinterestinanimmovablepropertyshallbetaken
possessionofcompulsorily,andnorightoverorinterestinanysuchpropertyshall
beacquiredcompulsorilyinanypartofNigeria,exceptinthemannerandforthe
purposesprescribedbylawthat,amongotherthings–

(a)requiresthepromptpaymentofcompensationtherefor;and

(b)givestoanypersonclaimingsuchcompensationarightofaccessforthe
determinationofhisinterestinthepropertyandtheamountofcompensationtoa
courtoflawortribunalorbodyhavingjurisdictioninthatpartofNigeria.

(2)Nothinginsubsection(1)ofthissectionshallbeconstruedasaffectinganygeneral
law–

(a)fortheimpositionorenforcementofanytax,rateorduty;

(b)fortheimpositionofpenaltiesorforfeitureofbreachforanylaw,whetherundercivil
processorafterconvictionforanoffence;

(c)relatingtoleases,tenancies,mortgages,charges,billsofsaleoranyotherrightsor
obligationsarisingfrom contracts;

(d)relatingtothevestingandadministrationofpropertyofpersonsadjudgedor
otherwisedeclaredbankruptorinsolvent,ofpersonsofunsoundmindordeceased
persons,andofcorporateorunincorporatedbodiesinthecourseofbeingwound-up;

(e)relatingtothejudgementsorordersofcourt;

(f)providingforthetakingofpossessionofpropertythatisinadangerousstateoris
injurioustothehealthofhumanbeings,plantsoranimals;

(g)relatingtoenemyproperty;

(h)relatingtotrustsandtrustees;

(i)relatingtolimitationofactions;

(j)relatingtothepropertyvestedinbodiescorporatedirectlyestablishedbyanylawin
forceinNigeria;

(k)relatingtothetemporarytakingofpossessionofpropertyforthepurposeofany
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examination,investigationorenquiry;

(l)providingforthecarryingoutofworkonlandforthepurposeofsoil-conservation;

(m) subjecttothepromptpaymentofcompensationfordamagetobuildings,
economictreesandcrops,providingforanyauthorityorpersontoenter,surveyor
diganyland,ortolay,installorerectpoles,cables,wires,pipes,orotherconductors
orstructuresonanyland,inordertoprovideormaintainthesupplyordistributionof
energy,fuel,water,sewage,telecommunicationservicesorotherpublicfacilitiesor
publicutilities.

(3)Notwithstandingtheforgoingprovisionsofthissection,theentirepropertyinand
controlofallminerals,mineraloilsandnaturalgasin,underoruponanylandin
Nigeriaorin,underorupontheterritorialandtheExclusiveEconomicZoneof
Nigeria,shallvestintheGovernmentoftheFederationandshallbemanagedinsuch
mannerasmaybeprescribedbytheNationalAssembly.

SECTION45OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(RESTRICTIONANDDEROGATIONFROM FUNDAMENMTALRIGHTS):

(1)Nothinginsections37,38,39,40and41ofthisConstitutionshallinvalidateanylaw
thatisreasonablyjustifiableinademocraticsociety–

(a)intheinterestofdefence,publicsafety,publicorder,publicmoralityorpublichealth;
or

(b)forthepurposeofprotectingtherightsandfreedom ofotherpersons.

(2)AnActoftheNationalAssemblyshallnotbeinvalidatedbyreasononlythatit
providesforthetaking,duringperiodsofemergency,ofmeasuresthatderogate
from section33or35ofthisConstitution;butnosuchmeasuresshallbetakenin
pursuanceofanysuchactduringanyperiodofemergency,savetotheextentthat
thosemeasuresarereasonablyjustifiableforthepurposeofdealingwiththe
situationthatexistsduringthatperiodofemergency:

Providedthatnothinginthissectionshallauthoriseanyderogationfrom theprovisions
ofsection33ofthisConstitution,exceptinrespectofdeathresultingfrom actsofwar,
orauthoriseanyderogationfrom theprovisionsofsection36(8)ofthisConstitution.

(3)Inthissection,a“periodofemergency”meansanyperiodduringwhichthere

isinforce,aProclamationofastateofemergencydeclaredbythePresidentin
exerciseofthepowersconferredonhim,undersection305ofthisConstitution.
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SECTION46OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(SPECIALJURISDICTIONOFHIGHCOURTANDLEGALAID):

(1)AnypersonwhoallegesthatanyoftheprovisionsofthisChapterhasbeen,isbeing
orlikelytobecontravenedinanyStateinrelationtohim,mayapplytoaHighCourt
inthatStateforredress.

(2)SubjecttotheprovisionsofthisConstitution,aHighCourtshallhaveoriginal
jurisdictiontohearanddetermineanyapplicationmadetoitinpursuanceofthe
provisionsofthissection,andmaymakeorders,issuesuchwritsandgivesuch
directionsasitmayconsiderappropriateforthepurposeofenforcingorsecuring
theenforcementwithinthatState,ofanyrighttowhichthepersonwhomakesthe
applicationmaybeentitledunderthisChapter.

(3)TheChiefJusticeofNigeriamaymakeruleswithrespecttothepracticeand
procedureofaHighCourtforthepurposesofthissection.

(4)TheNationalAssembly–

(a)mayconferuponanyHighCourt,suchpowers,inadditiontothoseconferredbythis
section,asmayappeartotheNationalAssemblytobenecessaryordesirable,for
thepurposeofenablingthecourtmoreeffectively,toexercisethejurisdiction
conferreduponitbythissection;and

(b)shallmakeprovisions–

(i) fortherenderingoffinancialassistancetoanyindigentcitizenofNigeria,where
hisrightunderthisChapterhasbeeninfringed,orwithaviewtoenablinghim
engagetheservicesofalegalpractitionertoprosecutehisclaim,and

(ii) forensuringthatallegationsofinfringementofsuchrightsaresubstantialand
therequirementorneedforlegalorfinancialaidisreal.

CHAPTERVIIIOFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(FEDERALCAPITALTERRITORY,ABUJA,ANDGENERAL
SUUPLEMENTARYPROVISIONS):

PARTII(MISCELLANEOUSPROVISIONS):

SECTION305OFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(PROCEDUREFORDECLARATIONOFSTATEOFEMERGENCY):

(1)SubjecttotheprovisionsofthisConstitution,thePresidentmaybyinstrument
publishedintheOfficialGazetteoftheGovernmentoftheFederation,issuea
ProclamationofastateofemergencyintheFederationoranypartthereof.

(2)ThePresidentshallimmediatelyafterthepublication,transmitcopiesoftheOfficial
GazetteoftheGovernmentoftheFederation,containingtheProclamationincluding
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thedetailsoftheemergency,tothePresidentoftheSenateandtheSpeakerofthe
HouseofRepresentatives,eachofwhom shallforthwith,conveneorarrangefora
meetingoftheHouseofwhichheisPresidentorSpeaker,asthecasemaybe,to
considerthesituationanddecidewhetherornottopassaresolutionapprovingthe
Proclamation.

(3)ThePresidentshallhavepowertopissueaProclamationofastateofemergency,
onlywhen-

(a)theFederationisatwar;

(b)theFederationisinimminentdangerofinvasionorinvolvementinastateofwar;

(c)thereisactualbreakdownofpublicorderandpublicsafetyintheFederationorany
partthereof,tosuchextentastorequireextraordinarymeasurestorestorepeace
andsecurity;

(d)thereisactualbreakdownofpublicorderandpublicsafetyintheFederationorany
partthereoftosuchextentastorequireextraordinarymeasurestoavertsuch
danger;

(e)thereisanoccurrenceorimminentdanger,ortheoccurrenceofanydisasteror
naturalcalamity,affectingthecommunityorasectionofthecommunityinthe
Federation;

(f)thereisanyotherpublicdangerwhichconstitutesathreattotheexistenceofthe
Federation;or

(g)thePresidentreceivesarequesttodosoinaccordancewiththeprovisionsof
subsection(4)ofthissection.

(4)TheGovernorofaStatemay,withthesanctionofaresolutionsupportedbytwo-
thirdsmajorityoftheHouseofAssembly,requestthePresidenttoissuea
ProclamationofastateofemergencyintheStatewhenthereisinexistencewithin
theState,anyofthesituationsspecifiedinsubsection(3)(c),(d)and(e)ofthis
section,andsuchsituationdoesnotextendbeyondtheboundariesoftheState.

(5)ThePresidentshallnotissueaProclamationofastateofemergencyinanycaseto
whichprovisionsofsubsection(4)ofthissectionapply,unlesstheGovernorofthe
StatefailstoissuesuchProclamation.

(6)AProclamationissuedbythePresidentshallceasetohaveeffect–

(a)ifitisrevokedbythePresidentbyinstrumentpublishedintheOfficialGazetteofthe
GovernmentoftheFederation;

(b)ifitaffectstheFederationoranypartthereofandwithintwodayswhentheNational
Assemblyisinsession,orwithintendayswhentheNationalAssemblyisnotin
session,afteritspublication,thereisnoresolutionsupportedbytwo-thirdsmajority
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ofallthemembersofeachHouseoftheNationalAssemblyapprovingthe
Proclamation;

(c)afteraperiodofsixmonthshaselapsedsinceithasbeeninforce:

ProvidedthattheNationalAssemblymay,beforetheexpirationofsixmonthsaforesaid,
extendtheperiodfortheProclamationofthestateofemergencytoremaininforce
from timetotimeforaperiodofsixmonthsbyresolutionpassedinlikemanner;or

(d)atanytimeaftertheapprovalreferredtoinparagraph(b)ortheextensionreferred
toinparagraph(c)ofthissubsection,wheneachHouseoftheNationalAssembly
revokestheProclamationbyasimplemajorityofallthemembersofeachHouse.

DUTIES
IndiraGandhistatedthat,“peopletendtoforgettheirdutiesbutremembertheirrights”.
Theterm “duty”isderivedfrom theword“due”,whichmeanstoowesomeone.Itisa
term thatconveysmoralcommitmenttosomeoneorsomething.Dutiesareactions
expectedofcitizens.Theyinclude:

(1)OBEDIENCETOTHELAW:Citizensareexpectedtoobeythelawsoftheircountry.
Whenobedienceispracticalandnottheoretical,livingpeacefullywithothersis
possible.Lawsareexpectedtobeobeyedfor,fortheenhancementofpeaceand
orderinthesociety.

(2)PROTECTIONOFPUBLICPROPERTY:Citizensareexpectedtoprotectpublic
propertywhichbelongtothegovernment.Somecitizensvandalisepublicproperty
andthisisbad.Althoughitisnotconstitutionallystatedwhoshouldtakecareof
publicproperty,allcitizenshavethecollectiveresponsibilityofdoingso.

(3)LOYALTY:Thisisoneofcitizens’dutytotheircountry.Citizensofaparticular
countrymustbereadytoanswertheirnation’scallatalltimes.Youdonotonlyowe
allegiancetoyourcountry,butalsotoyourcommunity.Youmustsupport
programmesthatwillbebeneficialtoothercitizensofyourcountry.

(4)PAYMENTOFTAXES:Whenwetalkoftaxes,somecitizenstendtoshyawayfrom
this.Manycitizensknowthatitistheirdutytopaytheirtaxes,buttheydonot.Taxes
form citizens’quotatonation-building.Itisironicalthatnon-taxpayersaretheones
thatusuallycomplainabouttheinfrastructuraldeficitintheircountries.
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CHAPTERIIOFTHE1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA
(ASAMENDED)(FUNDAMENTALOBJECTIVESANDDIRECTIVEPRINCIPLESOF
STATEPOLICY):

SECTION24OF1999CONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOFNIGERIA(AS
AMENDED)(DUTIESOFTHECITIZEN):

Itshallbethedutyofeverycitizento-

(a)abidebythisConstitution,respectitsidealsanditsinstitutions,theNationalFlag,
theNationalAnthem,theNationalPledge,andlegitimateauthorities;

(b)helptoenhancethepower,prestigeandgoodnameofNigeria,defendNigeriaand
rendersuchnationalserviceasmayberequired;

(c)respectthedignityofothercitizensandtherightsandlegitimateinterestsofothers
andliveinunityandharmonyandinthespiritofcommonbrotherhood;

(d)makepositiveandusefulcontributiontotheadvancement,progressandwell-being
ofthecommunitywhereheresides;

(e)assistancetoappropriateandlawfulagenciesinthemaintenanceoflawandorder;
and

(f)declarehisincomehonestlytoappropriateandlawfulagenciesandpayhistax
promptly.
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