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  QUESTION
N.B: Don't exceed 15pages. 

1. How can a Lebanese retain or lose his or her newly acquired Nigerian citizenship

2. Social Contract Theory explains the evolution of states, what other theories explain the same, and their strengths.

Answers:

A. To begin with the answers to question 1, an enlightenment on how to get citizenship, I.e types of citizenship. 

1) The following are ways to gain citizenship in Nigeria:

By Birth.

By Registration.

By Naturalisation.

By birth: Every person born in Nigeria after the date of independence (October 1, 1960), either of whose parents or any of whose grandparents belongs or belonged to a community indigenous to Nigeria; provided that a person shall not become a citizen of Nigeria by virtue of this section if neither of his parents nor any of his grandparents was born in Nigeria.

(b) Every person born outside Nigeria either of whose parents is a citizen of Nigeria.

Note: Birth within the territory of Nigeria does not automatically confer citizenship.

B). By registration: a person to whom the provisions of this section apply may be registered as a citizen of Nigeria, if the President is satisfied that: 

(I.) He is a person of good character; two people to testify to that which one should a Religious minister.

(II.) He has shown a clear intention of his desire to be domiciled in Nigeria.

(III.) He has taken the Oath of Allegiance prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution.

(2) The provisions of this section shall apply to-(a) Any woman who is or has been married to a citizen of Nigeria or every person of full age and capacity born outside Nigeria any of whose grandparents is a citizen of Nigeria. 

The following persons are eligible to become citizens through registration: A foreign woman who marries a citizen of Nigeria. Person who is of adult age (17), born outside Nigeria, any of whose grandparents is or was a citizen of Nigeria. A foreign child adopted by Nigerian parents.

C). By naturalization:

Subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, any person who is qualified in accordance with the provisions of this section may apply to the President for the same of a certificate of naturalisation.

No person shall be qualified to apply for the grant of a certificate or naturalisation, unless he satisfies the President that -

* (a) He is a person of full age and capacity.

* (b) He is a person of good character.

* (c) He has shown a clear intention of his desire to be domiciled in Nigeria;

* (d) He is, in the opinion of the Governor of the State where he is or he proposes to be resident, acceptable to the local community in which he is to live permanently, and has been assimilated into the way of life of Nigerians in that part of the Federation.

* (e) He is a person who has made or is capable of making useful contribution to the advancement; progress and well-being of Nigeria;

* (f) He has taken the Oath of Allegiance prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this Constitution.

* (g) He has, immediately preceding the date of his application, either-

(i) Resided in Nigeria for a continuous period of fifteen years; or (ii) Resided in Nigeria continuously for a period of twelve months, and during the period of twenty years immediately preceding that period of twelve months has resided in Nigeria for periods amounting in the aggregate to not less than fifteen years.

Note: Nigerian citizenship may be acquired upon fulfillment of the following conditions: Person is of full age (17), has resided in Nigeria for at least 15 years, is of good character, plans to remain in Nigeria, is familiar with Nigerian language and customs, has a viable means of support, and has renounced previous citizenship.

LOSS OF CITIZENSHIP:

VOLUNTARY: Voluntary renunciation of Nigerian citizenship is permitted by law. Contact the Embassy for details and required paperwork. 

INVOLUNTARY: The following are grounds for involuntary loss of Nigerian citizenship: Registered or Naturalized citizen voluntarily acquires the citizenship of a foreign country. Naturalized citizen, before seven years of residence, sentenced to prison for three years or more. Registered or Naturalized citizen is convicted of acts of disloyalty to the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

REASONS WHY THE GOVERNMENT COULD RETRACT A CITIZENSHIP.  

       The President may deprive a person, other than a person who is a citizen of Nigeria by birth or by registration, of his citizenship, if he is satisfied that such a person has, within a period of seven years after becoming naturalized, been sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than three years.

(II.)The President shall deprive a person, other than a person who is citizen of Nigeria by birth, of his citizenship, if he is satisfied from the records of proceedings of a court of law or other tribunal or after due inquiry in accordance with regulations made by him, that -(a) The person has shown himself by act or speech to be disloyal towards the Federal Republic of Nigeria; or

(b) The person has, during any war in which Nigeria was engaged, unlawfully traded with the enemy or been engaged in or associated with any business.

The following can make the Lebanese to lose his Nigerian citizenship status

*On The Grounds Of Maintaining A Dual Citizenship: he shall forfeit  his Nigerian citizenship if he acquires or retains the citizenship or nationality of another country or his birth country. 

Criminal Acts: the president may deprive  him of his citizenship if he satisfied that the Lebanese has, within a period of seven years after becoming naturalised, been sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than three years

*Failure To Renounce His Citizenship Of His Country Of Origin: if he fails to renounce his citizenship of his country   of origin within a period of not more than twelve  months from the date of his registration.

*Disloyaty: the president can also deprive him of his citizenship if he is satisfied from the records   of proceedings of s court of law that he has shown himself by act or speech to be disloyal towards the federal Republic of Nigeria. Or has during any war Nigeria was engaged, unlawfully traded with the enemy or been engaged in or  associated with any business that was in the Opinion of the president  carried on in such a manner as to assist the enemy of Nigeria in that war.

Question 2:
THEORIES ON EVOLUTION OF STATE
* Divine Theory
In this Theory, divine right is established as the theme of the existence of State and its evolution. the Theory simplify the meaning of State by pointing out the importance of God in the existence of a State while stating that a State origin and development can be traced back to the King’s divine right offered to him by Gos himself to rule, and by attributing the existence of State to God’s own handwork it is important to understand that the authority given to the State over its people is granted by God himself and that God created the State.
The Divine right of State is connected to the divine right of creation and thus it is seen as an embodiment of Gods creation on earth, the Theory also disagree that State is created by Man through his own creativity and ability to reason.
* Force Theory of States
The exponents of this theory hold that wars and aggressions by some powerful tribe were the principal factors in the creation of the state.
The evolution of a State is therefore determined by various wars and aggression different States have pass through thereby leading to change in the State operation and it’s mechanisms, the State gradually develops different phases of existence due to eras of wars the State wage and wars it experience. As an example Turkey(former Ottoman Empire) can sited as one of the States that experience evolution due to wars from the nineteenth century to the Twentieth century, been on the frontline in the Crimean War and the First World War.
* Marxist State Theory
The Marxist view of State evolution majorly depends on the Class struggle, the Marxist identify class struggle as the reason for the creation and evolution of State. The rivalry between Social classes within a State change the course of States and therefore there is a need to have a mechanism that will be involved in the distribution of the scarce resources owned by the States within the unequal classes.
Marxist focus on this class struggle and it further point out the result of class struggle to be war of all against all, which means war between the social classes within the society. An example of class struggle leading to evolution of State can be mirrored through France, French experience of the French Revolution led to the creation of a republic state of France which is determined to eliminate the first estate citizens on the ground of exploitation while equality was more emphasized within the social stracta.
