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The historical background of Nigerian government involves the pre-colonial and post-colonial era;the pre-colonial era is the period before the coming of the colonialists. It consisted of different kingdoms, empires and chiefdoms. The post-colonial era is the era that colonial administration came to Nigeria.

There were archaeological evidences that man first settled in Nigeria since the Palaeolithic period (500,000-9000 BC). The artifacts shows that Nigeria was part of the stone age civilisation which had three parts: Early Age, Middle Age and Late Age. The country had been long inhabited with excavation of the Stone Age skeleton found in Akure as proof that there were people living there about 12,000 years ago. The early man started with inventing tools for hunting animals and gathering fruits, the tools were known as Oldowan-type tools by the Archaeologists because it was first identified in Olduvai George in Tanzania. Other tools made by the early man were:  hand axes, small stone tools, heavy chopper, iron axes and tools ground stone axes, sculptures (which were made during the bronze and stone age), etc. Most of these tools served the purpose of hunting for food, while others were made as a form of art.

Some of the places where man lived in early remote areas in Nigeria include: Nok, Igbo Ukwu, Ife, Benin, and others. Nok civilisation is the area where the discovery of terracotta (burnt clay) figurines were found. The culture was seen as a transitional civilisation between the Stone Age and the Iron Age. Nok culture started in Nigeria when a terracotta head of monkey was found by tin miners in 1936. Benin civilisation was important for the art. Craftsmen in Benin were known for carving and casting all sorts of objects in bronze, brass, wood and ivory. They cast objects such as wooden doors and ivory masks. Ife civilisation had its importance in its terracotta and bronze heads which were decorated with facial marks and natural hair. Objects were carved on quartz( hard stone), while animals and human figures were carved from granite and decorated with iron nails. Ife art and Nok had their similarities in beaded neck, wrists and ankles- historians believe that Ife culture originated from Nok culture. Igbo Ukwu civilisation has its bronze objects and ornaments found accidentally while digging a toilet pit at Igbo Ukwu in 1939, which eventually led to the excavation of the sites in the middle of the 9th century AD. The three sites included the burial chamber, a pit and a compound wall and objects such as remains of a decayed skeleton were found in the sites.

The Yorubas are one of the largest ethnic group in Nigeria. Yoruba people trace their origin to Oduduwa(founder of the ancestral home, Ile-ife). There are different versions to the tradition of origin such as the Oke-Oramfe version; where the Almighty God sent Obatala and 16 other immortals to earth with five pieces of iron, a lump of earth tied to a white piece of cloth and a cockerel. Obatala ended up getting drunk and one of other 16 immortals, Oduduwa, took over and led the party to the world. When arriving, he set down the five pieces of iron and placed the lump of earth on them. The cockerel then spread the lump using his feet throughout the earth. The earth was formed and and Oduduwa became the leader and extended his authorities to other Yoruba kingdoms.  A similar version of the origin of Yoruba people is the tracing of the Yoruba people to the East; Yourba originally came from the Northeastern area of Africa(Mecca). The political structure of the Yoruba land where similar in nature. Each had a capital town( where the Oba and his palace, Aafin were found), subordinate towns(the bedrock on which the administration of the whole kingdom was based), villages and farmlands. The Oba acted as a spiritual and political leader and he enjoyed any privileges but certain limitations were placed on his powers to avoid tyranny. The king ruled with other lesser rulers such as Baales and Olojas, who were in charge of the subordinate towns. The pattern of administration was hierarchical from the lowest level(Baales) to the highest (igbimo ilo) which was headed by then king. The Oyo empire was a typical example of the pre-colonial administration in Yoruba land. It began with the Alaafin of Oyo as the head, who was assisted by a retinue of officials made up of priests (Ogboni cult), officials(Oyomesi), eunuchs and army. The in-built checks and balances were put in place in order to limit the powers of the Alaafin and maintain stability in the empires. The Alaafin was still the fountain of authority and he was therefore regarded as the "companion of the gods" (Ekeji Orisa).

The Igbo people are best known for their segmentary way of life. From the ancient times, they had no centralised states and operated a government without kings. The igbo people are grouped into five sub cultures: the igbo people of Eastern Nigeria, the Westerm Igbo, the Northern Igbo, the Igbo of Southeastern  Nigeria and the Igbo people of Northeastern Nigeria.  One popular versions of migratory stories of origin is the one that Igbo people come from Israel. This is why some scholars consider Igbo people as the off shoots of the most tribes of the Hebrew.  There was another origin story of myth, known as the Nri version, which stated that the ancestor of Igbo, Eri, descended from the sky and sailed down river Anambra. He sailed to Aguleri and met a group of people who had no memories and he settled with them. They migrated to other parts of Igboland when the population increased to form their own settlements. In Igboland, there was a diffusion of authority and they practised direct democracy. Although there was no centralised authority, some socio-political institutions existed in each village to perform certain functions. The family was the smallest political unit which was headed by an Ofo title holder and they see themselves with one common ancestor. Among the Ofo title holders, the most senior of them-Okpara- was seen as their leader. Age grades was also organised on a village basis. This association from childhood were strongly associated with work, war and government. Age grades not only enforced discipline among themselves, they also guarded public morality-they were a society of companionship and protection. Other institutions in Igboland include: Ohaneze, secret societies, etc.

The Hausa land was made up of 14 states with four distinct groups called the Hausa Bakwa legitimate states (Daura, Biram, Zaria, Katsina, Kano, Rano and Gobir) and Hausa Banza or the illegitimate states(Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, Bauchi, Zamfara, Kebbi, Yoruba). Oral tradition attributes the origin of Hausa land to am Arab Prince, Bayajidda, who killed a snake that oppressed the people of Daura and he married the queen as a reward for it. He had a son with the queen and their son, along with her 6 other sons, ruled the Hausa Bakwai, each becoming kings. The combined kingdoms are sometimes called Daura, since it was the place Bayajidda found the Hausa people. The Sarki was the head of any typical Hausa state and Sarkin Kasar was given to any effective and efficient head of Hausa land. Sarkin Kasar combined both the political and spiritual functions, and he was the chief executive and judge of the state who was aided by a council of state. The Jihad of Uthman Dan Fodio of 1804 led to the conquest of the existing old Haisa kingdom and the establishments of the Caliphate and Fulani Emirates. After the conquest, a centralised political system was introduced and the introduction of a new system of selecting and appointing rulers, Emirs, to rule the Caliphate, who owed allegiance to Dan Fodio and his representatives in Sokoto and Gwandu. The Emir was an absolute monarch in his emirate who is the political, administrative and spiritual leader. He administers the emirate according to Islamic and Sharia law as well as maintain law and order in his domain. The Emir is assisted by a group of district village heads, body of councillors and council of advisers in mattere concerning the Emirate. The members of the council held important titles with different roles. Examples of some of these members are Galadima(administrator of the capital city), Waziri(prime minister to the Emirate), Magaji( Treasurer in charge of the government treasury), etc. Each Emirate was divided into districts and an official known as Hakimi, who was appointed by the Emir to reside at the headquarters and administer the district on behalf of the Emir. The judicial administration was based on the Islamic legal system called the Sharia. Sharia courts were established throughout the Emirates headed by an Alkali was the court judge. The Emir still had the final say in critical and serious judgement.

The British people weren't the first Europeans to land in Nigeria, it was the Portuguese through the Bini kingdom. The Atlantic slave trade, brought the Portuguese in the 15th century. This Trans-Atlantic slave trade brought the British in contact with Nigeria(although the British people abolished the slave trade). Another opportunity, period of legitimate commerce, came for the Europeans to be involved with the African states and it was in this period that the British first formally annexed Nigerian territory. In 1861, they took Lagos as a colony, while the rest were taken in the later 19th century. The struggle for power among the Europeans for power over the African states led to the partitioning of Africa during the Berlin Conference in 1884-85, with Brtiain taking Nigeria, Ghana, Gambia and Sierra-Leone in West Africa. By 1900, the whole Nigeria was under the responsibility of Britain. The  first amalgamation was in May 1906 of Lagos colony and Southern protectorate. This was done without Nigerian's consultation and the primary aim was to use the financial position of the Southern Nigeria to cover the cost of administration and development in the Lagos colony. The second amalgamation was January 1914 of the Northern and Southern Nigeria. The reason was similar to that of the first one: the Northern protectorate was not as economically sound as that of the Southern

 Sir Fredrick Lord Lugard is seen as the father of the second amalgamation. Britain ruled under the Indirect system of government- where Britain ruled her colonies through local traditional rulers. They defined the policies to be adopted and left the local officers to implement it.

