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Conflict:Thisisaseriousdisagreementorargument,typicallyaprotractedone.While

Violentcanbedefinedactingwithorcharacterizedbyuncontrolled,strong,rough.Wehavesix

geo_politicalZoneinNigeriabutIwillbetalkingaboutViolentconflictinNorthwest.

TheviolenceaffectingNigeria’sNorthWestismulti-faceted,butmuchofitcanbedivided

amongthreemajorcategories,whichoverlapincertainwaysdiscussedbelow:Thefirst

categoryincludesviolencepittingmainlyethnicHausasedentaryfarmersandvigilantesacting

ontheirbehalfagainstpredominantlyFulanirovingherdersandassociatedmilitias.Nigerian

authoritiesrefertothelattergenericallyas“bandits”.Thesemilitiasoperateinalargely

decentralisedmannerunderlocalcommanders’

autonomouscontrol.Theyaremotivatedfirstandforemostbyfightingonbehalfof

herdersintheirdisputeswithfarmers,butmanyrogueelementshavetakenupcriminal

activitiesaswell.

Thesecondcategoryinvolvesviolencecommittedbycriminalgangsinvolvedin

large-scalecattlerustling,kidnappingforransom,armedrobbery,pillage,andattacks

ongoldminersandtraders.Theauthoritiessometimesalsorefertothesegangsas

“bandits”althoughthisreportdescribesthem as“criminal”groups,gangsororganisations.

Thesegroupscompriseamixofindividualsfrom Fulani,Hausaandotherethnicorigins,and

seektoenrichthemselvesratherthantoadvanceapoliticalIdeologicalproject.Thesegroups

donotoperatelikemilitias;theyareneithercohesivenorunderacentralisedcommand.They

alsoactautonomously,sometimesinrivalrywithoneanother.

Thethirdandmostrecentdimensionoftheviolenceinvolvesconfrontationsbetween

governmentsecurityforcesandjihadistgroupsthatareincreasinglyactiveintheregion

Whilenoreliablefiguresexistforjusthowmanymilitiafighters,criminalsandIslamist

insurgentsexistacrossnorth-westernNigeria,someauthoritiesestimatethat

theycouldnumberinexcessoftenthousand.19Othersourcesconsiderthesefigures



conservative.InZamfarastate,attheepicentreoftheviolenceintheNorthWest,thirteenofthe

fourteenlocalgovernmentareashavebeenthesiteofarmedgroup

violencefrom 2014to2020.

Startinginlate2015,attacksbyherder-alliedarmedgroups,vigilantesandcriminallymotivated

groupsspreadfrom Zamfaratootherstates(primarilyKaduna,

Katsina,SokotoandNiger)withvaryingintensity.Violenceinthesestateshasbeen

concentratedinareasneartheirborderswithZamfara,orclosetotheforestswhere

allsortsofarmedgroupshavemadecamp.


