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Introduction
At different times in September-October 1995 and April 1999, degeneration in relations between the Aguleri and Umuleri communities in Anambra State in south-eastern Nigeria led to crises, resulting in extra-judicial killings and other serious and massive violations of human rights in these communities. The neighbouring community of Umuoba-Anam was drawn into the crisis as a result of the alleged shooting of nine of their sons, one of whom later died, for which incident there was no redress or accountability.84 The proximate cause of the 1995 crisis was complaints over access to and ownership of land and allegations of discrimination based on place of origin. The failure of the government to ensure accountability for the extra-judicial executions and associated, sundry violations and resulting impunity in 1995 led to the 1999 crisis, which appears to have been retaliation for the 1995 incident. 


                                                           The Aguleri-Umuleri violence.
The violence and animosity between the Aguleri and Umuleri communities of Anambra Local Government Area of Anambra State has origins dating as far back as there is credible history of the two communities. The crux of the problem between them is a dispute over land and indigeneity status. Simply put, the question is which of the two communities first settled where they are now and which of them has superior claim over the territory now called Otuocha. This matter as well as the ownership of a disputed piece of land known as “Agu Akor” has been the subject of repeated litigation between the two communities. In 1933, Umuleri sued Aguleri over Otuocha but lost because they had earlier sold the land to the Royal Niger Company Limited and, therefore, had been divested of their right or title to the land. The court held that the Umuleri had nothing left to justify the court giving them a declaration of title. In 1935 and 1950, Umuleri sued Aguleri claiming exclusive ownership of the Otuocha land. Aguleri lost the 1935 suit on the ground that they could not establish exclusive ownership of the land as evidence disclosed that both communities lived together and cultivated the land side by side. In 1964 an attempt by the then Anambra County Council to alter the name of the Otuocha Headquarters to Otuocha-Aguleri attracted another suit by Umuleri community. The onset of theNigerian Civil War between 1967 and 1970 suspended action on this phase of the dispute. After the war, the then East Central State Government restored the name to Otuocha. In 1975, Aguleri again sued Umuleri claiming exclusive ownership of Otuocha. They lost on the same ground as before. They appealed to the Court of Appeal who reversed the decision of the High Court. The Umuleri community appealed to the Supreme Court, which decided that neither community could claim exclusive ownership of Otuocha.

Involvement of Umuoba-Anam community 

Umuoba-Anam is the third of the three communities that make up Otuocha. According to information received during the research, they purchased their settlement from Umuleri in 1898 but, following incessant harassment from Aguleri, in 1910 entered into another purchase agreement with Aguleri for the same settlement. The Umuoba-Anam community have always provided a buffer zone between the Aguleris and Umuleris in the spasmodic crises between both communities. Umuoba-Anam also sheltered the displaced people who fled to them for refuge during the attacks. The cause of their involvement in the 1999 conflict is not clear.  It is alleged that they (Umuoba-Anam) joined forces with Aguleri to attack Umuleri. According to the Umuleri community, Aguleri and Umuoba-Anam reached a pact that if Umuoba-Anam joined Aguleri to chase Umuleri out of the area, the Aguleri community would give Umuoba-Anam more land to expand their settlement. On the part of Umuoba-Anam, the story is that Umuleri shot nine of their sons during the initial crisis between Umuleri and Aguleri in 1995 and were treated with disdain by Umuleri when they complained to them about this. This caused resentment within the Umuoba community and in retaliation for the killings they joined the crisis.


Conclusion.

Abuses of rights to life in the violence were mostly characterised by massive killings. The crisis in September/October 1995 led to killings and significant waste of human life. Exact or credible figures for the killings in the violence are unavailable but different estimates put forward by different sources point to quite a significant number of victims of violations of the right to life. From the 1995 incident, the Umuleri community estimated that, “the people who lost their lives number about 160”87 and published the names of 40 persons whose bodies were identified. “On 1st October 1995”, the Umuleri community records “...a man of 80 years and a woman of 86 years were killed. One Joe Nwogbo who ran into St. Gabriel Anglican Church Umuleri was killed inside the church.... After the attack on 3rd and 4th of October 1995, scores and scores of Umuleri people lay dead”. The Government Commission of Inquiry into the 1995 incident only acknowledged that four Umuleri persons were killed.89 According to the oral testimony of one of Umuoba-Anam representative, nine boys were shot at and wounded by their Umuleri neighbours, while one of them Aloysius Okoye, a Senior Secondary III student was killed.Human security remains a subject of major concern in the communities. Movement in the areas of violence is greatly restricted. At Aguleri, people were still being abducted on their way to schools, markets, farms, and other places of work and worship. Movement between the communities remains unsafe. The number of people disappeared and unaccounted for from the crises is yet to be authoritatively assembled. At Aguleri, interviewees testified that
people were still being abducted on their way to markets, farms etc. It was not safe to move around between the communities. This sense of insecurity is reinforced by the fact that the communities are not necessarily spatially separated. On our field research trip, the present authors observed that the communities actually lived among each other. On several occasions during our visit through the Umuoba community, for instance, a house within Umuoba would be pointed out to the team as belonging to “an Umuleri man.” The inhabitants were restricted to a great extent to their settlement towns for fear of being killed or abducted. 
Again following the 1999 violence, the Anambra State government instituted another commission of inquiry with terms of inquiry similar to those of the 1995 commission. The report of the 1999 commission had not been published at the time of writing. However, in 1999, the Anambra State House of Assembly passed a law –the Otuocha Communal Clash Victims Fund and Relief Law 1999. This law established a fund to assist in the reconstruction of the communities and rehabilitation of the people. The government has taken no steps to implement this law. 


