
NAME:UYANTOANDEMARY

MATRICNO:19/LAW01/264

DEPARTMENT:LAW

Anoverviewoftheideaofpressuregroupinsalientissuesin
GovernmentandNigeriapolitics.

Tomountpressuremeanstopersuadesomeoneorcoercea
personintodoingsomething.Apressuregroupisaformalororganised
bodywithacommoninterestwhosefundamentalaimistoputpressure
onanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalofinfluencing
governmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Thepressuregroup
isreferredtoas‘TheFunctionalRepresentative.’Therearevarious
pressuregroupsandtheyrepresentdifferentsectorsofthesociety
basedontheirfunctions.ExamplesofpressuregroupareCAN,NBA,
NMA,ASUUetc.

AccordingtoAnifowose,pressuregroupisaninterestgroup,lobbygroup
orevenprotestgroup.Pressuregroupseekstoensurethatgovernment
doesalltheirbiddingsandtheymakethegovernmenttolistentothem.

Pressuregroupandpoliticalpartymaysometimesappeartobesimilar
buttheyaredifferentfromeachother.Thedifferencesbetween
pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesinclude;

PoliticalpartiesseektogaingovernmentpowerswhilePressuregroups
donotseektogaingovernmentpowersrather,theyaimtoinfluence
politicaldecisions.

Secondly,pressuregroupsarenotactuallyresponsibleforanyoftheir
actionswhereaspoliticalpartiesareresponsiblefortheiractions.They
areheldaccountable.Politicalpartiesaremoreformallyorganizedthan
pressuregroups.

Politicalpartiesandpressuregroupsalsohavesomesimilarities.
Pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesrelatetogethertoachievecertain
socialchanges.Pressuregroupsmayaligntheirinterestwiththatof
certainpoliticalpartiesthatarebelievedtopossessthecapabilityto
furthertheirinterest.



TheBenefitofpressuregrouparetocheckmateandmakedemocracy
betterandalsototreatthegapinthedemocraticprocess,toinform
debatesamongourselves,toencourageparticipation,andtoenhance
goodaccountabilityinourdailysociety.

Whilepressuregrouphavetheirbenefits,thereissomedownsides.
Sometimes,duetotheirowselfishinterest,pressureismountedto
changethedirectionofgovernmentdecisions,whilenotconsideringthe
government’slimitedresources.Forexample,whenprofessionalbodies
goonstrike,citizenssufferandgovernmentmightbeincapacitateddue
toshortageoffundstomeettherequirementsoftheseassociations.
ASUUandNMAmayindeedhavegenuinereasonstogoonstrike,but
whentheygoonstrike,theyholdotherstakeholdersasransomand
insistthatgovernmentfulfiltheirrequest.

Thefunctionsofpressuregrouparetoserveasalinkbetweenthe
governmentandthepeople,topromoteparticipationingovernment
activitiestherebypromotingpoliticalparticipationandcarrythecitizens
along,toserveasasourceofinformationtothegovernmentby
providingthegovernmentwithinformationonissuesthegovernmentis
notawareof,topreventdictatorialtendencieswhichthegovernment
mayhave,andfinallytopromoteinterestoftheminoritywhichinclude
therightsoftheunder-privilegedandensureitisnottrampleduponby
thegovernment.

Thetypesofpressuregroupsare,theAnomicgroupswhicharenot
guidedbyanyruleorbehaviouralstyle,theinsidergroupwhichare
regularlyconsultedbythegovernmentandhaveregularaccessto
ministersandlegislators,andtheoutsidergroupthathavenolinktothe
government,theAssociationalgroupwhichareregisteredunderthe
stateorcountryandtheNon-Associationalgroupwhicharenot
registeredunderthestateorcountry,theInterestgrouprepresenting
thepeopleofthesocietyandfinallytheCausegroupwhichseekto
promoteaparticularcause.


