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Question:
Write an essay on violence conflict on the geo political zone you are from

Answer:
A case study of violent conflicts in Osun state in the south western region of Nigeria.

Conflict can be defined as a confrontation between individuals or groups; resulting from opposite or incompatible ends or means. Violence consists of actions, words, attitudes, structures or systems that cause physical, psychological or environmental damage and prevent people from reaching their full human potentials. Forms of violence could include: beating, killing, injuring, hurting, abusing of people or property
The violence conflict common to the people of the south west arises as a result of politics. Violence conflicts are more common in these areas when election is near, during election and immediately after election. Sometimes, the political conflicts could also arise when installing a new king or chief or when communities clash over political superiority as in the case of the people of Ife and Modakeke. Because political power is one of the few ways to access wealth in Nigeria, politics often becomes what is frequently referred to in Nigeria as "a do-or-die affair’’
Osun state was created from Oyo state under the military regime of General Ibrahim Babangida in 1991. it borders Kwara, Oyo, Ogun, Ondo and Ekiti states. The majority of Osun people are Yoruba. The state has a heavily agricultural economy. 

Osun State has seen extensive violence around elections, particularly during the voters’ registration period and during and after Election Day. This violence, whose effects ranged from property damage to deaths and injuries, occurred in Ede, Iwo, Ejigbo, Ilesha, Ifon, Ife, Ikirun, Osogbo and Ikire in 2007 and to a lesser degree in 2011. Political opponents threatened and intimidated the electorate, destroying lives and property. In addition to the disruption of the electoral processes, this period saw significant amounts of cultural and religious violence in places such as Ifon, Okinni, Ife and Modakeke. Efforts by informal social networks and formal community institutions to address the conflict have not produced lasting peace.

The Ife-Modakeke crisis
The Ife and Modakeke are both Yoruba of Osun state in southwestern Nigeria. According to local ancestral myth, both are descendants of Oduduwa, the perceived progenitor of the Yoruba people. The sociocultural and political systems of the two communities are essentially identical and their geographical distribution largely overlaps. As related as Ife and Modakeke are, however, both have engaged in protracted conflict for over a century. It remains the oldest intra-ethnic conflict in Nigeria. The Modakeke people are generally considered strangers, tenants, and migrants in Ife. Historical accounts suggest that they migrated and settled in Ife in the aftermath of the collapse of the Old Oyo empire in the nineteenth century, causing a refugee crisis to the south and resulting in the occupation of their contemporary location. Two distinct categories of people were thus created: the original settlers (landlords) and the migrants, tenants, farmhands, and a resettled group considered as refugees (Modakeke). These categorizations form the remote causes of the conflicts between the two groups. Indeed, crises are bound to exist in relationships like this when parties perceive their aspirations to be contradictory and their values, needs or interests divergent. Thus, while from a general sociocultural and identity perspective the two groups are identical as part of the Yoruba race, economic and political gains engendered through superior-subordinate notions have created an overarching challenge to peace.
The major core causes of the conflict between Ife and Modakeke group include land issues, Ife East Local Government issue, debate about Modakeke's sovereignty or staying with Ife, masquerade (Egungun) crossing into each other's territory, boundary disagreement, etc. This finding was supported by Akanle (2009) that the Modakeke people are generally considered strangers, tenants, and migrants in Ife. According to Akanle, historical accounts suggest that they migrated and settled in Ife in the aftermath of the collapse of the Old Oyo Empire in the nineteenth century, causing a refugee crisis to the south and resulting in the occupation of their contemporary location. 
Similarly, in 2006, a post-census boundary adjustment led to an eruption of cultural violence amongst the people of Ifon and Ilobu in Orolu and Irepodun Local Government Areas. About 120 people lost their lives, and there was considerable injury and property damage in both areas.
In 2008-2009, cultural violence also was recorded among the people of Igbaye in Odo-Otin Local Government Area. Igbaye indigenes reacted aggressively to the person pronounced as Oba-elect (King-elect) by the state government, which escalated into violence.
The same period saw cultural violence in the Okinni lands of the Egbedore Local Government Area, where two kings both claimed the same throne. Both royal families and their supporters became hostile to each other, leading to serious violence which was suppressed with the deployment of Nigerian Mobile Police units, but which only completely ended when the courts made a final ruling to settle the disputed case.
 in 2010, violence erupted in Iperindo after Rauf Aregbesola was declared Governor of Osun State by the courts. Members of the Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) party attacked the palace of the King of Iperindo believing he supported Rauf Aregbesola.

 From this essay, it is obvious that the principal causes of violent conflicts in the south western region of Nigeria include political issues, land issues and battle for sovereignty.
