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This chapter tells us that the historical background of Nigerian government and politics involves the pre colonial period before the coming of the colonialists to Nigeria.The nigeria state is a colonial creation. Its a product of a historical arrangement that arose out of Europe adventure with its eventual culmination in the colonisation of Africa.The borno empire,the hausa states the sokoto caliphate in the north the igbo society in Benin and the oyo empire in the west and several ethnic Identities in the benue valley.The country is bordered to the south by the bights of Benin and biafra which are on the gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic ocean.

The exact time when man began to live in Nigeria is not known but there are evidence from different parts of Nigeria which pointed to the fact that man had settled in the region now that is not known as Nigeria since the paleolithic period 500,000_9000BC.The excavation of a stone age skeleton at iwo eleru near Akure in indo state has thrown more light on the earliest occupation of Nigeria.The man who lived in Nigeria during those years worked hard to cope with his environment. Firstly he needed food,for this purpose he began to hunt the animals and gather fruits. But as time goes on he began to invent tools consisting of pebbles made into chopping and cutting tools,then he began to make hand axe,these tools were oval and pointed in shape,they also had a cutting edge and were trimmed from both sides.These tools were made early stone age but were later refined during the middle stone age and late stone age.

The discovery of a brunt clay,head of a monkey by tin miners in Nok in 1936 prompted more discoveries in other places like wamba, katsina and Jena.The Nok culture is believed to be a transitional civilisation between the stone age and the iron age in Nigeria because of the presence of a combination of stone and iron objects. Benin was the place of its art_work. The crafts men of Benin carved in wood and ivory and cast objects in bronze and brass. Art historians claims that bronze casting was introduced into Benin by an ife artist. Ife is important because of its terracotta and bronze head objects such as stools and figures were carved on hard stone called quartz while animal and human figures were carved from granite and decorated with iron nails. Some bronze objects and ornaments were accidentally discovered while digging a toilet pit at igbo chukwu in 1939.it eventually led to the excavation of three sites in the area by an archaeologist. The three sites included a burial chamber, a pit and a compound wall.

The yorubas are one of the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria and are all United by language. Oduduwa was the founder of the yoruba kingdom. According to Johnson the origin of the yoruba originally came from the north eastern area of Africa. Oduduwa is believed to be the first leader that led the yoruba to ile Ife and subsequently sent his sons and grandsons to found out other yoruba kingdoms. The political structure of the yoruba kingdoms were similar in nature, each town has a king know as Obama who resides in a place called Aafin his paraphernalia of Office included a beaded crown  a slippers,horse tail,and sceptre. He is the supreme authority in the kingdom and his word are laws and binding on everybody.  The king also had other rules of lesssee rank and status. The lesser rulers were in charge of the subordinate towns and wore crown made of white bead. 

The government of the old oyo empire is a typical example of the pre colonial administration in yoruba land. Oyo empire was very unique and exceptional in its system of government,for instance in the sixteenth century,oyo was one of the rare empires that had in built check and balances and this contributed to its stability for centuries. Apart from the Alaafin cabinet, members of the oyomesi cult constituted another arm of government, it was a very powerful cult. It was composed of free and prominent members of the society a well as members of the oyomesi.

In the igbo traditional society, there was no highly centralized authority but instead they had wat could be called a diffusion of authority into different groups. Age grades were organized on village basis. The association or age grade grew from childhood and took a common name to commemorate an event associated with the time of there birth. The age graders were strongly organized among the northern and southern igbo people. The igbo believes in reincarnation. profaning of deities was a very serious offence among igbos

The hausa land is located in Northern Nigeria. Hausa land before was made up of fourteen states and they were of two distinct groups. The first group was made of states called hausa bakwai that is hausa legitimate state the second group was consisting of the remaining seven states and were known as hausa banza state that is hausa illegitimate state. Oral tradition attributed the origin of the hausa state to a man named bayajidda an Arab prince who travelled to sahel from daura and he married the queen. The queen already had six sons already and yet she produced another son with him and each of the son ruled each of the hausa cities becoming the first kings. The hausa states may have been founded by berber immigrants from not or sahara or else. Despite the story of bayajidda came from Baghdad for most of there early history the hausa were polytheists, Islam was not introduced to the region on any discernible scale until the eleventh century.  The Sarki was known as the head of any typical hausa state he worked with a retinue of officials in a well organized court .sarkin kasar which means ruler of the land was the full title given to any effective and efficient head of hausa state. Islam was introduced to hausa land in the fourteenth century and by the fifteenth century it was accepted as the religion of the ruling class. There is the introduction of a new system of selecting and appointing rulers described as emirs to rule and caliphate. Each of the emirs owned allegiance to Dan fodio and his two representatives at sokoto and gwandu. There were important title holders in the emirs cabinet this included. 

1.sarkin fada: This is the spokesman of the emir

2.waziri: This is the prime minister of the Emirates 

3.Galadima: This is the administrator of the capital city

4. Madawaki: This is the commander of the head of Emirates army

5.magaji: This is the government treasurer that is charge of government tresury 

6. Skin Dan Doka: He is the inspector general of police called Dan Doka

7. Sarkin Ruwa: He is the minister in charge of water resources or the river fishing official

8: sarkin paws: Head of chairman of butchers at the abattoirs  and

9. Yari: Chief superintendent of prisons in the Emirates 

Before the year 1900 all the different parts of Nigeria conquered by the British were still under their original administration. But by 1900thevwhole nigeria was under the responsibility of British colonial office. The second amalgamation was that of 1914,in January the British government amalgamated northern and southern Nigeria.  The principle reason for this is the same as that of may 1906. Britain therefore governed Nigeria by means of a system of popularly referred to as indirect rule. Indirect rule may be a system of Britain ruling her colonies through local traditional rulers 

