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                                                                   QUESTION

            IN ABOUT THREE PAGES REVIEW CHAPTER 2 " AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIAN STATE" IN SALIENT ISSUES IN GOVERNMENT AND NIGERIA'S POLITICS, PAGES 15-32
                                                    ANSWER

              In this chapter of Temidayo Oladipo's Salient Issues in Government and Nigeria's Politics Textbook, an Historical Analysis of the Nigerian State is discussed. The historical background of Nigerian government and politics involve the Pre-colonial period and the Colonial period in Nigeria. The Pre-colonial period is the period before the coming of the Colonialist to Nigeria while the Colonial period refers to the Era that Colonial administration was established in the country Nigeria. The Nigerian State is a Colonial creation. It is a product of historical arrangement that arose out of the European adventure with its eventual culmination in the Colonisation of Africa prior to the emergence of the Nigerian State, Pre-colonial Nigeria comprises of different independent chiefdoms, states kingdoms and empires. These among others, include the Borno Empire, the Hausa states, and the Sokoto Caliphate in the North; the Igbo segmentary societies in the East; Benin kingdom and the Oyo Empire in the West and several ethnic identities in the Benue Valley.

            The Early man in Nigeria is also referred to in this chapter. The exact time when man began to live in Nigeria is unknown but there are archaeological evidences from different parts of Nigeria which pointed to the fact that man had settled in the region now known as Nigeria since the Palacolithic period 500,000-9,000 BC. The excavation of a Stone Age Skeleton at Iwo Eleru near Akure in Ondo State has thrown more light on the earliest occupation of Nigeria. The skeleton was dated some 12,000 years ago, and this suggests that the country has been long inhabited. The man who lived in Nigeria during those years worked hard to cope with his environment. First he needed food. For this purpose he began to hunt the animals and to gather fruits. But he soon began to invent tools. Archaeologists called the tools the Oldowan-type tools. These tools were made during the Early Stone Age, but they were later refined during the Middle Stone Age and Late Stone Age. Small Stone tools believed to be used for hunting have been located in Jos, Plateau State and in Iwo Eleru in Ondo State. There is evidence of more advanced technology in various parts of Nigeria during the bronze and metal age. Indeed, one of the most active periods of technological efforts in Nigeria was during this periods, around 500BC and 200AD. During this period there were people who lived in Nigeria who made sculptures. Many were of human heads and figures. Some of the places where man lived in Nigeria in the very remote past included; Nok, Igbo, Ukwu, Ife and Benin among others. They are usually referred to as centres of ancient civilization.

            The Traditional Political Institutions in Pre-colonial Nigeria has three majority ethnic groups of Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa- Fulani. The Yorubas are one of the Largest ethnic group in Nigeria and are united by Language. The Yoruba people trace their origin to Oduduwa who was the Founder of the Yoruba Kingdom. Ile-Ife is regarded as the ancestral home of the Yoruba people. Oduduwa is believed to be the first leader that led the Yoruba to Ile-Ife and subsequently sent his sons and grandsons to found other Yoruba kingdoms. However, there is the Oke Oramfe's version of the origin of the Yoruba. Oke Oramfe is located in Ile-Ife. According to the legend, Oke Akinjogbin and Ayandele (1980), there was a period when the World was covered by water and God sent some of his Messengers to the World, and they included Obatala the leader and sixteen Oye ( immortals). They were given 5 pieces of Iron, a lump of earth tied to a white piece of cloth and a Cockerel. Obatala on arrival at the site, Ile-Ife, set down the items and the Cockerel began to spread the lump of Earth evenly with its feet throughout the Earth thereby creating the Earth of today. The political structures of the Yoruba Kingdoms were similar in Nature. Each consisted  of a capital town, subordinate towns, villages, and farmlands. Each  town with its own Oba in the Aafin (palace). With his beaded crown (Ade), a slippers (Bata), horsetail (irukere) and scepter (Ase) which were the symbols of his title as the Oba. The Oba was the political and spiritual head of the kingdom. There were also Baale of the subordinate towns. The Oyo Empire governmental administration is a typical example of the Pre-colonial administration in Yorubaland. The first organ of government was the Alaafin of Oyo. The Alaafin was the fountain of authority and was therefore regarded as the companion of the gods (Ekeji Orisa). The Oyomesi, a council of seven members headed by Bashorun who acted as the Prime Minister. They were king makers who chose the successor of the King when he died. They also had powers to impeach the King. Apart from the Alaafin cabinet; members of the Oyomesi cult constituted another arm of government. It was a powerful cult, it played a mediatory role in any conflict between the Alaafin and Oyomesi. The Army was also another arm headed by the Aare-ona-kankanfo. It was made up of infantry and calvary.

            The Igbo people are best known for their segmentary or acephalous way of life. This is because from the ancient times, they had no centralized States. Consequently, they operated a kind of  government without Kings. One of the most popular versions of the migratory stories of origin of the Igbo people is the one that point to Israel. This assumption is based on the so-called similarities between the cultures of the Igbo and the ancient Hebrew Professor M.A. Onwuejeogwu (2000) regards the Nri version as the only authentic version of origin in existence in the oral tradition of the Igbo. According to Nri version, the ancestor of the Igbo, Eri descended from the sky and sailed down the River Anambra. When he arrived at Aguleri, he met some autochthonous group of people who had no living memory of their own and settled with them. Their population increased; some group migrants went to other parts of Igbo land to establish their own settlements. In Igbo traditional society, there was no highly centralized authority but instead they had what could be called a diffusion of authority into different groups. In other words, they practiced direct democracy and decentralized system of government. Although, there was no highly centralized authority, some socio-political institutions existed in each village to perform legislative, executive, administrative, military and judicial functions, such institutions included the family ( who had the Ozo title from the eldest male member of the family), Council of Elders (Oha-na-eze which consisted of the male adult members who met in the assembly to perform legislative functions), the Age grade( consisted of youths of the same age in association) and the Secret Societies ( consisted of diviners masquerades called Ubinuknabi at Arochukwu, the Amadisha of Ozuzzu and so on). The Igbo believe in reincarnation. Profaning of deities was a very serious offence among the Igbos. The religious lives of the Igbos wee surrounded by mysticism and superstitious.

                The historical background of the Hausa land is located in Northern Nigeria. Hausa land before (1804) was made up of fourteen states namely; Daura, Biram, Zaria, Kastina, Kano, Rano, Gobir, Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, Bauchi, Zamfara, Kebbi and Yoruba. Different stories were brought up in the history of Hausa land in this chapter. The whole of the former Hausa kingdom was divided into 2 confederations. The Sultan supervised the administration of the Emirate system, he arbitrated in disputes within and between the Emirates. The Sultan acted in advisory capacity and appointed Emirs over the Emirates. The Emirs was an absolute Monarch of his Emirate, he was the political, administrative and spiritual leader. He administered his Emirate in accordance with the provisions of the Islamic and Sharia law. He also controlled economic activities in his Emirate. Other title holders in the Emir's cabinet included; The Sarkin Fada, Waziri, Galadima, Madawaki, Magaji, Sarkin Dan Doka, Sarkin Ruwa, Sarkin Pawa and Yari. Furthermore, to make the local government efficient, and effective each Emirates was divided into districts and an official known as Hakimi was appointed by the Emir to reside at the headquarters and administer the district on behalf of the Emir. The judicial system of the Hausa-Fulani was based on the Islamic Legal system. The court is named the Sharia court headed by a trained Sharia Judge called Alkali. The chief judge is called the Grand Khadi.

           Furthermore is the Colonial administration and Indirect rule system in Nigeria. The British who have often been credited with the creation of Nigeria were not the first Europeans to land in Nigeria. The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive in Nigeria through Bini kingdom. The Atlantic Slave Trade was the trade carried on across the Atlantic ocean between the Europeans and Africans. It became important in the 15th century with the arrival of the Portuguese. Demand for slaves could be traced to the introduction of Plantation system of Agriculture in places like Brazil, Jamaica and Haiti among others. The Trans- Atlantic Slave Trade was the unfortunate channel that first put the British contact with Nigeria. The trade got to maturity in the 16th century. They did so through the operations of the British West African Naval Squadron. The struggle among the European powers for colonies led to the partitioning of Africa among them in the 19th century. Each of the European powers was given the option to establish colonies where it had vested interest. To achieve this,  a number of measures were to be taken, for example, removal of all visible opposition to the imposition of colonial rule, expansion and consolidation of British authority over the territory later known as Nigeria. 

          Before the year (1900) all the different parts of Nigeria conquered by the British were still under their original administration. But by (1900) the whole of Nigeria was under the responsibility of the British Colonial Office. The May (1906) amalgamation is known as the first ever amalgamation of the British in Nigeria. They amalgamated Lagos colony and protectorate with the protectorate of Southern Nigeria to form the new colony of southern Nigeria. However, it was done without  consultation with Nigerians regarding their views or their supports on the amalgamation. The second amalgamation was that of (1914). In January (1914), the British government amalgamated the Northern and Southern Nigeria under the British rule of Sir Fredrick Lord Lugard. They ruled at that time by means of a system popularly referred to as "Indirect Rule". It is the system of Britain ruling her Colonies through Local traditional rulers. The British officers defined the framework of the policies to be adopted and left the implementation to the local rulers.
