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  IN ABOUT 2 PAGE REVIEW CHAPTER 15," AN OVERVIEW OF THE IDEA OF PRESSURE GROUP IN SALIENT ISSUES IN GOVERNMENT AND NIGERIA'S POLITICS PAGES 194-200.

                             ANSWER

      This chapter of Temidayo Oladipo's Salient Issues in Government and Nigeria's Politics Textbook discusses an overview on the idea of Pressure group. Pressure group is a formal or organized body with a common interest whose fundamental aim is to put pressure on any governmental institution with the goal of influencing government policies and laws to its own advantages. According to Anifowose (1999) pressure group is described as interest groups, lobby groups or even protest groups. Pressure groups came into existence to complement, enhance or even to protect interest of their members of groups by Oyewale(1998). In nature, these groups could be religious, business-like, educational, economic,gender sensitive and so on. Some examples of Pressure groups in Nigeria are Academic Staff Union of University (ASUU), Nigeria Bar Association (NBA), Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) and so on. Pressure groups existence is to checkmate and make democracy better, to compensate for the tyranny of majority of people in the society. However, while pressure groups are acknowledged as potentially beneficial to a democratic society, problems can arise when the democratic process becomes dominated by a few specific groups. While pressure groups have their importance place in the scheme of things in a nation, there is some downside. Sometimes, due to their own selfish interest, pressure is mounted to alter the direction of government decisions, while not considering government's limited resources.

       The types of pressure groups are; Interest groups ( it is seen as sectional groups representating the people in the society. For example the confederation of British Industry CBI); Cause Groups (these groups are promotion groups, which seek to promote particular cause like the campaign for the need to end human right abuses); Insider group and Outsider group (the insider groups are regularly consulted by the government. They have regular access to Ministers or legislation. The Nigeria Bar Association (NBA) is an example- on the other hand outsider groups have no access or links to the government and its machineries. They use other ways to have impact, an example is the Animal Liberation Front) ; Anomic group (these groups have unpredictable actions and behavior as they work based on the moment and situation in the society); Associational group and Non-associational group (the associational groups are usually registered with appropriate authorities in a state or country- on the other hand is non-associational group are pressure groups with formal organization and their gathering are by virtue of kinship or family attachment.

        The functions of Pressure groups are; links government to the people; promotes participation in Government; Curtailing of Dictatorial Tendencies; Promotion of the interest of the Minority and influencing legislation. Pressure groups adopt a variety of strategies to achieve their goals, including lobbying elected officials, media advocacy, and direct Political action (e.g. Organized protests). Pressure groups lobby in so many ways. They lobby with government officials directly. They also sponsor bills in legislative houses and contact legislators to ensure the passage of the bills.
