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Do a review of Chapter Two (15) (pages 194-199 ) on 'An overview on the idea of Pressure groups', in Salient issues in Goverment and Nigeria's Politics.
The aim of this chapter of the book is to enable a better understanding of the concept of pressure groups. 
The concept pressure group, is defined in this chapter as a formal or organised body with a common interest whose fundamental aim is to put pressure on any govermental institution with the goal of influencing goverment decisions and policies to its own advantage. The pressure group is referred to as 'The Functional Representative'. This is the idea that various pressure groups represent different sectors of the society based on their functions. This is usually done through their occupations or professions. For example, the Nigeria Bar Association (NBA) represents the Lawyers and Solicitors, while Nigeria Medical Association (NMA) represents doctor's interests. What pressure groups seek to achieve is to ensure that goverment does their biddings. In addition, these groups influence both public policy, administration and even go a long way to determine political structures of the society and forms of goverment. In nature these groups could be religious, business-like, educational, economic, social among others. Some examples of pressure groups in Nigeria are; ASUU (Academic Staff Union for University), Afenifere, Arewa consultative forum, Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC). Pressure groups and political parties activities may seem similar, but they are different from each other. A distinction would be that politicsl parties seek  to gain goverment powers while pressure groups aim to influence political decisions. Also, political parties have a wide range of policies whereas pressure groups narrow their goals. However, these differences do not point to the fact that they have nothing in common, whereas they do. Pressure groups and political parties relate together to achieve certain social changes.
Types of pressure groups include; Interest groups, Cause groups, Insider groups and Outsider groups, Anomic groups, Associational groups and Non-Associational groups, 
Functions of pressure groups include; Links goverment to the people, Promotes participation in Goverment, Serving as sources of information to goverment, Curtailing of dictatorial tendencies, Promotion of the interest of the minority, Pressure groups' lobbying and Influencing Legislation.
