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Review on chapter 2

AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIA STATE

       The historical background of Nigeria government and politics involves the pre-colonial period and the colonial period. The colonial creation is a product of a historical arrangements that arose out of the European adventure with it's eventual culmination in the colonisation of Africa. Precolonial Nigeria comprises of different chiefdom, states, kingdoms, and empires such as Borno empire, hausa state, and the sokoto caliphate in the north, ignore segmentary societies in the East,binin kingdom. They differ in their historical, social and cultural make ups.

Early Man in Nigeria

The time man began to live in Nigeria isn't known but there are archaeological evidences from different parts of Nigeria that point facts that man had settled in Nigeria since the palaeolithic period 500,000-9000BC. It was also discovered that Nigeria was part of the stone age The excavation of a stone age skeleton at I would Eleru Akure in Ondo state has thrown light on earliest occupation of Nigeria. The Skeleton was dated some 12000 yes ago and suggested that the country has been inhabited long ago.

Achievement of Early Man

Man who lived those years struggled hard to survive with the environment by hunting animals and all for food,he then began to invent tools. Some stone tools believed to be used for hunting have been located in jos, Plateau state and Iwo Eleru in Ondo.

The Scientific and Technological Development of Early Nigerian Societies.

Major landmark in early Nigerian history.

The major landmarks in early Nigeria history identifies that man lives in a very remote past which include: Nok,Ignore Ukwu,Ife and Benin among others. They are referred to as centres of ancient civilization.

Nok culture/civilization

The discovery of a terrcotta(burnt clay) head of monkey by time miners in Nok 1936 promoted more discoveries in other rplaces such as Wamba,Kastina-Ala and Jema. These areas are called Nok culture or civilisation area. Through the use of carbon dating it was discovered that the Nok culture existed between the 5th and 2nd century BC.

Benin civilization

The craftmen of Benin carved in wood and ivory and cast objects in bronze and brass. Art historians claim that bronze casting was introduced in Benin by an ife artist. They cast wooden doors and ivory masks,one of which was ivory mask used as FESTAC aymbol in 1977

Ife civilization

Ife is important because of it's terracotta and bronze heads. Art historians decorated that ife art originated from Nok culture because of similarities in the two, especially beaded neck, wrist and ankles. They also believed that it was from Ife that Benin probably learnt bronze sculpture.

Igbo Ukwu civilization

Some bronze objects and ornaments were accidentally discovered while digging a toilet pit at Igbo Ukwu in 1939. It let to three sites called Thurstan Shaw which are burial chamber, a pit and a compound wall.

Traditional Political Institution in Pre-colonial Nigeria

 Historical background of precolonial political system in Yoruba land

They are one of the largest ethnic groups,they trace their origin to oduduwa whowas the founder of yoruba kingdom,ile Ife is regarded as the ancestral home of the Yoruba people. They originate from East Mecca.

The oke oramfe's version of the origin of the Yoruba

It is located in Ile-Ife,it was believed to be the center from which the world was created. According to the legend,there was a period when the world was covered with water. Almighty God then sent obatala,Orisa Nla and Orisa alase(leader) and 16 Oye(immortals). Obatala got drunk on the way and Oduduwa seized the opportunity and left. Consequently the world was formed and Oduduwa became the ruler.

Political Structure of the Pre-colonial Yoruba land

Yoruba kingdoms were similar consisting of a capital town,subordinate towns,villages,and farmlands. Each town has a King known as Oba who resides in the palace called Aafin. His paraphernalia included a beaded crown(Ade),a slippers(Bata),horse tail(irukere),and Sceptre(ase). He also had other rulers of lesser rank and status.

The Oyo Empire

1. The Aalafin Administration

In the 6th century,Oyo was one of the rare empires that had in-built checks and balances and this contributed to it's stability for centuries. Alaafin was the head of the empire and was residential in the capital. The Oyomesi also had the power to remove any Alaafin that transgresses the law.

2. The Ogboni Cult's Administration

It is a powerful cult that composed of free and prominent members of the society as well as members of the Oyomesi. They played a role in conflict between the Oyomesi and the alaafin.

3. The Army

It was made of infantry and Calvary. They ensured stability of the empire,expansion and keeping dissedent territories in check

Historical Background of  Pre-colonial Political System in Igbo Land

The Igbo are known for their segmentary or acephalous way of life. The Igbo are grouped into 5 sub-cultures: the igbo of Eastern Nigeria,Igbo south-eastern Nigeria,Igbo of north-eastern Nigeria,Western igbo and northern igbo

The most popular migratory stories of origin points to Israel. There were no Oba,and Alaafin or palaces over most parts of igboland 

Political structure of the Pre-colonial Igbo Land

No highly centralized authorities but instead they had what could be called a diffusion of authority into different groups. Some socio political institution existed in villages. The family was the smallest political group. Oha-na-eze was also a form of general assembly where all male adult members met in this assembly to perform legislative functions. The secret society consisted of the diviners masquerades,ubinuknabi at arochukwu and son on. The chief priest were the link between the people and the dieties and departed ancestors.

Historical background of Pre-colonial Political System in Hausa Land

Hausa Land is located in Northern Nigeria. It was made up of 14 states, and they were of two distinct groups; the 'Hausa Bakwai' states(legitimate states): Daura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,Kano,Rano and Gobir; 'Hausa Banza' states(illegitimate states): Nuoe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi, Yoruba.Islam was not introduced into the region until the 11th century.

Political Structure of the Pre-colonial Hausa Land 

The sarki (ruler) worked with a retinue of officials in a well-orgarnised court. He combined both political and religious/spiritual functions with the aid of a council of state. In 14th and 15th centuries the sociopolitical organization of Hausa took another shape. Some new titles such as Alkali and Qadi became common place in the administration of Justice.

Emirate System of Government among the Hausa People

Islam was introduced to Hausa Land in the 14th century and by 15th century it was accepted as the religion of the ruling class. In every state that conquered the former Hausa ruler was replaced by a Fulani Emir then the centralized political system of government was introduced. Importannt title holders in the Emir cabinet included: the sarkin fada( the spokesmen of the emir),waziri(prime minister),galadima(the administrator) and so on.

Colonial Administration and indirect rule system in Nigeria historical background

The portugese were the 1st to arrive Nigeria through bini kingdom.

The birth of Nigeria as a Geo political entity.
