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AN OVERVIEW OF THE IDEA OF PRESSURE GROUP

Pressure group is a formal or organised body with common interest whole fundamental aim is to put pressure on any governmental institution with the goal of influencing government policies and laws to it's  own advantage. Apressure group promotes it's interest regarding an issue,it seems to influence government decisions and policies. It is referred to as the  The Fundamental Representative. Examples include the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA),represents the lawyers and Nigeria Medical Association (NMA), represents doctor's interest

Pressure group is decribed as interest groups,lobby groups or even protest groups,(Anifowose1990). Pressure group came into existence to complement,enhance or even to protect the interest of their members or group,(Oyeleye,1998). They influence both public policy, administration,and even go a long way to determine ploitical structures of the society and forms of government. These group could be religious, business-like, educational,ethnic-oriented,gender-sensitive, economic or social among others.

Examples of pressure group in Nigeria are ASUU,NBA,CAN,NLC.

The difference between political parties and pressure groups are firstly, distinction is that political parties seek to gain government powers while pressure groups do not seek to gain power,rather they influence political decision. Secondly, political parties have a wide range of policies on the other hand, pressure groups narrow their goals. In addition,pressure groups are not accountable for any of their actions while political parties are.

TYPES OF PRESSURE GROUPS.

· Interest Groups: In this group they represent the people in the society. 
· Cause Groups: They are promotion groups that seek to promote a particular causes.For example; charities and environmental groups.
· Insider Groups and outsider Groups: Insider groups are consulted by the government and they have regular access to minister or legislators,example is the Nigeria Bar Association. Outsider groups have no access to the government and it's machineries,they have to use their ways to have impact.
· Anomic Groups: They have unpredictable actions and behaviour as they work based on the moment and the situation in the society. These groups are not guided by an appropriate behavioural style or rule.
· Associational Groups and Non-associational Groups: Associational groups are usually registered with appropriate authorities in the state or country. Also the group have their own registered offices, constitution and so on. Non-associational are pressure groups without any formal organisation. There arrangements is by virtue of kinship and so on.
Functions of the Pressure Groups

1. They link government to the people
2. They promote participation in government
3. They serve as source of information to government
4. They curtail dictatorial tendencies
5. They promote interest of the minority
6. They influence legislation.
