
ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriainvolvesthepre-colonialandthecolonialperiodin

Nigeria.TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.BeforetheemergenceoftheNigerianstate,

pre-colonialNigeriacomprisesofchiefdoms,states,kingdomsandempires.Theseinclude

BornoEmpire,theHausaStates,andtheSokotoCaliphateintheNorth;theIgbosegmentary

societiesintheEast;BeninKingdom andtheOyoEmpireintheWestandseveralethnic

identitiesinthebenuevalley.

Geographicalinformation:
ThecountryisborderedtothesouthbytheBightsofBeninandBiafra,whichareontheGulfof
GuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Onthewest,NigeriaisborderedbyBenin,onthenorth,byNiger,
andontheeast,byCameroon.Initsextremenorth-easterncorner,LakeChadseparates
Nigeriafrom thecountryofChad.Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfrom westtoeastand
650milesfrom southtonorth,coveringanareabetween30and150Elongitudeandbetween
40and140Nlatitude.

EarlymaninNigeria:

TheexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbuttherearearchaeological

evidencesfrom differentpartsofNigeriawhichpointedtothefactthatmanhadsettledinthe

regionnowknownasNigeriasincethePalaeolithicperiod500,000-9000BC. Theartefacts,

mostlystonetools,foundbyarchaeologistsconfirm thatNigeriansalsotookpartinthestone-

agecivilisation.TheStoneAgecanbedividedintoseveralperiods.Theseare:EarlyStoneAge

3,000,000-35,000BC;MiddleStoneAge,35,000-15,000BCand;LateStoneAge,15,000-500BC.

Theachievementoftheearlyman:

a.Theachievementoftheearlymanincludecopingwithhisenvironmentofgetfood

b.Inventionofcertaintools-stone,metals(axes),Sculpturemaking,Terracota

c.ExcavationhasalsorevealedwheremenfirstsettledinNigeria

d.SomeoftheplaceswheremanlivedinNigeriaintheveryremotepastincluded:Nok,Igbo
Ukwu,IfeandBeninamongothers

e.TheseplacesarereferredtoasCENTRESOFANCIENTCIVILISATION

TraditionalPoliticalInstitutionsinPre-ColonialNigeria:

TheYorubastracetheirorigintoOduduwa.Ile-Ifeisregardedastheancestralhomeofthe

Yorubas.

StoriesaboutoriginoftheYorubapeoplearediverse:

1.Thereisthestoryoftheirmigrationfrom theEast.ThisisthebeliefthattheYorubapeople
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migratedfrom theNorth-East.Sofrom Mecca,throughEgyptleadingtoafinalsettlementinIle
-Ife.OduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstleaderthatledthetheYorubatoIle-ife.

2.ThereistheOkeOramfeversion:Thattheearthwasfullofwater,andGod,Olodumare,sent
servantswhoweregivensomeobjectswithwhichtheworldwascreated.Theyweregivenfive
piecesofiron,alumpofearthtiedtoawhitepieceofclothandacockerel.Ontheirway,
Obatalagotdrunkwithpalmwine.Oduduwaseizedthesymbolofauthorityfrom him and
eventuallyledthepartytotheworld.

PoliticalStructureoftheYoruba:

ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYorubakingdomsweresimilarinnature.Eachconsistedofa
capitaltown,subordinatetowns,villages,andfarmlands.Eachtownhasakingknownas“Oba
whoresidesinthepalacecalled“Aafin.”Hisparaphernaliaofofficeincludedabeadedcrown
(Ade),aslippers(bata),horsetail(irukere)andsceptreAse).TheObaisboththespiritualand
politicalheadofthekingdom.

Pre-ColonialPoliticalSystem inIgboLand:

• TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflife.
• TheIgboshavenocentralisedstate
• TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-cultures:
• TheIgboofEasternNigeria
• TheIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria
• TheIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria
• TheWesternIgboand
• TheNorthernIgbo

OriginoftheIgbo:
OneofthemostpopularversionsofthemigratorystoriesoforiginoftheIgbopeopleisthe
onethatpointstoIsrael.Thisassumptionisbasedontheso-calledsimilaritiesbetweenthe
culturesoftheIgboandtheancientHebrew.SomeIgboscholarsconsiderthemselvesasoff-
shootsofthelosttribesoftheHebrewswhomigratedsouthward.

TheNriVersion:
NriversionastheonlyauthenticversionoforigininexistenceintheoraltraditionoftheIgbo.
AccordingtoNriversion,theancestoroftheIgbo,Eri,descendedfrom theskyandsaileddown
theRiverAnambra.WhenhearrivedatAguleri,hemetsomeautochthonousgroupofpeople
whohadnolivingmemoryoftheirownandsettledwiththem.Astheirpopulationincreased,
somegroupsmigratedtootherpartsofIgbolandtoestablishtheirownsettlements

PoliticalStructureoftheIgbo:

 Thereisnohighlycentralisedauthority

 Whattheyhaveisadiffusionofauthorityintodiversegroups
 Although,therewasnohighlycentralisedauthority,somesocio-political

institutionsexistedineachvillagetoperform legislative,executive,
administrative,militaryandjudicialfunctions,suchinstitutionsincludedthe
family,councilofelders,agegradesandsecretsocieties.

TheHausaPeople



HausalandislocatedinNorthernNigeria.Hausaland,before1804wasmadeupoffourteen
states,andtheywereoftwodistinctgroups.Thefirstgroupconsistofsevenstatescalled
“HausaBakwai”states,thatis,Hausalegitimatestates.Thesecondgroupconsistofthe
remainingsevenstatesandwereknownas“Hausabanza”states,thatisHausaillegitimates
states.TheHausa“bakwai”statesareDaura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,Kano,Rano,andGobir
whiletheHausa“Banza”statesareNupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi.

Originofhausapeople:
OraltraditionattributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamedBayajidda,anArab
princewhotravelledtotheSahelfrom Baghdad.Hekilledamonstroussnakethatoppressed
thepeopleofDaura,andhemarriedthequeen.Thequeenhadsixsonsalready,andshe
producedanothersonwithBayajidda,andeachofthesesonsruledoneofthesevenHausa
city-states,becomingthefirstkings.ThecombinedkingdomsofHausalandweresometimes
calledtheDaura,sinceDauraistheplacewhereBayajiddasupposedlyfoundedtheHausa
people.

PoliticalStructure:
The“Sarki”wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Heworkedwitharetinueof
officialsinawell-organisedcourt.SarkinKasar,whichmeans“ruleroftheland,”wasthefull
titlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausaState.TheSarkinKasarcombinedboth
politicalandreligious/spiritualfunctions.Hewasalsothechiefexecutiveandjudgeofthe
State,buthewasaidedbyacouncilofstate.Atthedistrictlevel,thegovernmentwasmodelled
afterthatatthenationallevel.Itisworthyofnotethatbetween14thand15thcenturies,the
socio-politicalorganisationofHausaStatestookanothershape.Forinstance,Islam was
adoptedandthisgavebirthtomanynewpoliticalinstitutionssuchastheofficesofthe
Galadima,Madawaki,Magaji,Dogari,YariSarkiandSarkiYau.

Islam amongtheHausaPeople:
Islam wasintroducedtoHausalandinthefourteenthcentury,andbythefifteenthcenturyit
wasacceptedasthereligionoftherulingclass.TheJihadofUthmanDanFodioof1804
furtherstrengthenedandconsolidatedthereligioninthisarea.

ColonialAdministrationofNigeria:
• TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawerenotthefirst

EuropeanstolandinNigeria.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarriveNigeria
throughBiniKingdom.

• Thus,TheTrans-Atlanticslavetradewastheunfortunatechannelthatfirstputthe
BritishincontactwithNigeria.

• thetrans-atlanticslavetradewasabolishedinthe19thcentury
ThePartitionofAfrica:

• ThestruggleamongtheEuropeanpowersforcoloniesledtothepartitioningofAfrica
amongthem inthe19thcentury.EachoftheEuropeanpowerswasgiventhe
opportunitytoestablishcolonieswhereithadvestedinterest.ThescrambleforAfrica,
bytheseEuropeanpowersledtothepartitioningofAfricaaftertheBerlinConferenceof
1884–85.

ThebirthofNigeriaasageo-politicalentity:
Beforetheyear1900,allthedifferentpartsofNigeriaconqueredbytheBritishwerestillunder
theiroriginaladministration.Butby1900,thewholeNigeriawasundertheresponsibilityofthe
BritishColonialOffice.TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamation



oftheBritishinNigeria.BritishgovernmentamalgamatedLagoscolonyandprotectoratewith
theprotectorateofSouthernNigeriatoform thenewcolonyandprotectorateofSouthern
Nigeria.

TheSecondAmalgamation:
Thesecondamalgamationwasthatof1914.InJanuary1914,theBritishgovernment
amalgamatedNorthernandSouthernNigeria.


