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CHAPTER15:ANOVERVIEWOFTHEIDEAOFPRESSUREGROUP

Toapplypressureistheprocessofconvincingsomeoneorcoercethemintodoingsomething.Thismeansthata

pressuregroupactsasanorganisedbodythatputspressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththemaingoalof

influencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoitsadvantage.Thepressuregroupisreferredtoas“thefunctional

representative”.Thisistheideathatvariouspressuregroupsrepresentdifferentsectorsofthesocietybasedon

theirfunctions.

Pressuregroupscameintoexistencetocomplement,enhanceoreventoprotecttheinterestoftheirmembersor

groups.Innature,thesegroupscouldbereligious,business-like,educational,economic,etc.Pressuregroupsand

politicalpartiesactivitiesmightappearsimilarsometimes,buttheyaredifferentfromeachother.Thisisbecause

politicalpartiesseektogaingovernmentpowers,whilepersuadegroupsdonotseektogainpowerbuttheiraimisto

influencepoliticaldecisions.

Pressuregroupsexistinordertocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter,andalsototreatthegapsinthe

democraticprocessandtoenhancegoodaccountabilityinoursociety.However,whilepressuregroupsare

acknowledgedaspotentiallybeneficialtoademocraticsociety,problemscanarisewhenthedemocraticprocess

becomesdominatedbyafewspecificindividualsorgroups.

Typesofpressuregroups

Typesofpressuregroupsincludes:

Interestgroups:Thesearesectionalgroupsrepresentingthepeopleinthesociety

Causegroups:Thesearepromotionalgroupswhichseektopromoteparticularcausesegcharitiesandenvironmental

groups)

Insidergroups,OutsidergroupsandAnomicgroups:Thesegroupsarenotguidedbyappropriatebehaviour,theywork

basedonthemomentandsituationofthesociety.

Associationalgroups:Thesetypesofgroupsareusuallyregisteredunderappropriateauthoritiesandhavetheirown

registeredoffices,constitutionsandsoon

Non-associationalgroups:Thesegroupsarewithoutaformalorganisation



Pressuregroupsperformdifferentfunctions;theyserveasalinkbetweenthegovernmentofthedayandthe

peopleitgoverns.Itpromotespublicparticipationintheactivitiesofthegovernmentoftheday.Theyserveassources

ofinformationtothegovernment,theyhelpcurtaildictatorialtendencies,pressuregroups,theyareinstrumentalin

themountingofpressureongovernmentsoitcanimplementpoliciesthatwillbebeneficialtothecitizensandmost

importantlylobbying.Pressuregroupslobbyinordertoachievetheirgoals,theyevenlobbywithgovernmentofficials

directly.Thedegreetowhichgroupsareabletoachievetheirgoalsmaydependontheirabilitiestoberecognisedas

legitimatebythepopulation,mediaandbythoseinpower.


