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To apply pressure is the pracess of oanvinding saveane @ ocer ce theminto daing savething This means that a
pressure graup acts as an a'ganised body that puts pressure an any gover nrentd institution with the main godl o
inf luending gover nment pdicies and laws toits advantage. The pressure gaup is ref erred to as “the f unctional
representative”. This is the idea that various pressure graups represent dif ferent sectars of the sodety based an
therr functions.

Rressre graups cane into existence to conplenent, enhance a even topratect the interest of their nenbers o
gaps h nature, these graups oauld ke religiaus businesslike, educational, econanic, etc. Rressure gragps and
pditical parties activities might appear similar sonetinres, but they are dif f erent franeach aher. This is because
pditical parties seek to gain governnent poaers, while persuade graups dona seek to gain poaer but their aimis to
inf luence pditical dedsians.

Pressure gragps exist in ader to checkmate and make denooracy better, and dsototreat the gaps in the
denocr atic pracess and to enhance good acoauntakility in aur sadiety. However, while pressure graups are
acknonledged as paentially benef idial to a denooratic sodety, prdderns can arise when the denocratic pracess
becares daninated by a f ew spedf ic individuals a graups.

Types o pressure graups
Types o pressure graups indudes:
hterest graups: These are sectional graups representing the peqple in the sadiety

Cause gaups These are pravationa gragps which seek to prarde particular causes eg dharities and envirannental
g aps)

hsider graups Qutsider graups and Ananic graups: These graups are nat guided by apprapriate behaviaur, they wark
based on the noment and situation o the sodety.

Assodational graups: These types o graps are usually registered under appraoriate autharities and have their oan
regstered o fices omstitutions and somn

Non-assadiationa graups : These graups are withaut a f aal arganisation



Pressure gragps perf amdif f erent f unctions they serve as a link between the governnent o the day and the
pecple it governs. It prattes pubdic participation in the activities o the governnent o the day. They serve as saurces
d inf arnation tothe governnent, they help aurtail dictatarial tendendies pressure graups they are instrumental in
the mounting o pressure an government soiit can inplerrent pdicies that will be benef icia to the atizens and nrost
impartantly Iddying Pressure graups Iddy in arder to achieve their gaals they even Iddy with governnent o fidals
directly. The degree towhich graups are alde to achieve their goals may depend an their ahilities to be recagnised as
legtimate by the population, media and by those in poner.



