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Assignment

Doareviewonchapter15‘’anoverviewoftheIdeaofpressuregroup’’

Answer

Understandingpressuregroup

Apressuregrouppromotesitsinterestregardinganissue.Itseekstoinfluence
governmentdecisionsandpolicies.Thepressuregroupisreferredtoasthe‘’Functional
Representative’’.Pressuregroupcanbepresentedinprofessionsandassociationlike
NigeriaBarAssociation,AcademicStaffUnionofUniversities.AccordingtoAnifowose
(1999)pressuregroupcanbedescribedasinterestgroup,lobbyinggrouporevenprotest
group.WhileOyelele(1998)saidpressuregroupcametoexistencetocomplement,enhance
oreventoprotecttheinterestoftheirmembers.Thisgroupinfluencebothpublicpolicy,
administrationandevengoalongwaytodeterminepoliticalstructuresofthesocietyand
formsofgovernment.

Pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesaredifferentfrom eachother.Thefirstdifferenceis
thatpoliticalpartiesseektogaininterestwhileontheotherhandpressuregroupaim to
influencepoliticaldecisions,politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpoliticswhilepressure
groupsnarrowtheirgoals,thepoliticalpartiesaremoreorganisedthanpressuregroup.
Althoughtheyhavetheirdifferences,buttheybothrelatetogethertoachieveacommongoal.
Theexistenceofpressuregroupistocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter.

TypesofPressureGroups

1.Interestgroups:thisgroupisalsoseenasasectionalgroup,representingthepeople
ofthesociety.Forexamplethetradeunits.

2.Causegroups:thesegroupsarepromotiongroups,whichseektopromoteparticular
causeslikeenvironmentalgroups.Theyaim atachievingasingleobjectivelike
protestingabouttheexpansionofairportsetc.

3.Insidergroupsandoutsidergroups:insidergroupsareregularlyconsultedbythe
government.TheyhaveregularaccesstoministersanexampleisNigeriaBar
Association.Theytendtoinfluencegovernmentmissionandvision.Whilethe
outsidergrouphavenoaccesstothegovernment.AnexampleissitedinAnimal
LiberationFront.Groupsunderthiscategoryareradicalbecausetheyaremostly
definedbythegovernment.

4.Anomicgroups:Thesegroupshaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviourasthey
workbasedonthemomentandsituationinthesociety.Thesegroupsarenotguided
byappropriateruleorstyle.



5.Associationalgroupsandnon-associationalgroups:Associationalgroupsareusually
registeredwithappropriateauthoritiesinastateorcountry.Non-associational
groupsarepressuregroupswithoutaformalorganisation.Theirarrangementareby
virtueofkinshiporevenfamilyattachment.

Functionsofpressuregroups

1.Linksgovernmenttothepeople

2.Promotesparticipationingovernment

3.Servingassourcesofinformationtogovernment

4.Curtailingofdictatorialtendencies

5.Promotionofinterestoftheminority

6.Influencinglegislation

Pressuregroups’lobbying

Pressuregroupsmayadoptavarietyofstrategiestoachievetheirgoalsincluding
lobbyingelectedofficials,mediaadvocacyandpoliticalaction.Pressuregroupslobbyin
somanyways.Theylobbywithgovernmentofficialsdirectly.Pressuregroupsmay
sponsorbillsinlegislativehouseandcontactlegislatorstoensurethepassageofthe
bills


