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Assignment

Doareviewonchapter2‘’anhistoricalanalysisoftheevolutionoftheNigeriastate.

Answer

TheNigeriangovernmentinvolvesboththepre-colonialandcolonialperiodinNigeria.The

colonialperiodwastheeraofcolonialadministrationandtheprecolonialerawasbefore

colonialadministration.Thepre-colonialeraconsistedofdifferentchiefdoms,states,

empires.ThecountryisborderedtothesouthbytheBightsofBeninandBiafrawhichareon

theGulfofGuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Onthewest,NigeriaisborderedbyBenin,onthe

North,byNigerandontheEastbyCameroon.Nigeriastretchesroughly700milesfrom west

toeastand650milesfrom southtonorth,coveringanareabetween30and150Elongitude

andbetween40and140Nlatitude.ThereisnoexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeria

butmanhadsettleintheregionwasthePalaeolithicperiod500,000-9000BC.Theartefacts

foundbyarchaeologistsfurtherconfirmedthatNigeriatookpartintheStoneAge.

Theachievementsofearlyman

ThefirstmanwholivedinNigeriabegantoinventtoolsforthepurposeofgatheringfruits

andhuntinganimals.ThearchaeologistscalledthetoolstheOldowan-typetools.Theearly

maninNigeriaadvancedfrom earlyStoneAgeandstartedmakingaxes,theyhadcutting

edgeandweretrimmedfrom bothsides.ThisthingscanbetraceddowntoJosandOndo

state.Theearlymanthenproceededtoinventanothertypeoftoolcalledheavychopper.

ThereareevidenceofmoreadvancedtechnologyinvariouspartsofNigeriaduringthe

bronzeandmetalage.

TheScientificandTechnologicalDevelopmentofEarlyNigerianSocieties

SomeoftheplaceswheremanlivedinNigeriaintheveryremotepastincluded:Nok,Igbo

Ukwu,IfeandBeninamongothers.

Nokculture/civilisation:ThediscoveryofaterracottaheadofamoneybytinminersinNok

in1936promotedmorediscoveriesinotherplaceslikeWamba.Nokcultureisbelievedtobe

atransitionalcivilisationbetweentheStoneAgeandtheIronAgeinNigeriabecauseofthe

combinationofstoneandironobjects.Nokcultureexistedbetweenthe5thand2ndcentury

B.C.

Benincivilization:ThecraftsmenofBenincarvedinwoodandivoryandcastobjectsin

bronzeandbrass.Theycastwoodendoorsandivorymasks,oneofwhichwastheivory

maskusedasFESTACsymbolin1977.

Ifecivilization:Itwasmadeupofterracottaandbronzeheads.Objectssuchasstoolsand

figureswerecarvedfrom graniteandironnails.AnexampleisOpaOranmiyan.Arthistorians



believethatIfeartoriginatedfrom theNokculturebecauseofsimilaritiesinthetwo,

especiallybeadedneck,wristandankles.Theyalsobelievedthatitwasfrom IfethatBenin

probablylearntbronzesculpture.

IgboUkwucivilization:TheywerediscoveredwhilediggingatoiletpitatIgboUkwuin1939.

Thiseventuallyledtotheexcavationofthethreesitesintheareabyanarchaeologistcalled

ThurstanShaw.ThesitesexcavatedatIgboUkwuhavebeendatedtothemiddleofthe9th

centuryA.D.

HistoricalBackgroundofthepre-colonialpoliticalsystem inYoruba

TheYorubatracedcanbetracedtoOduduwawhowasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom.

Therearedifferentversionofthetraditionsoforigin.Inhisbook,historyofYoruba(1950),

JohnsontracedtheoriginoftheYorubatotheeast.Accordingtohim,theYorubaoriginally

camefrom theNorth-EastareaofAfrica.It’sfrom Egyptafterseveralyearsofjourneythat

theyfinallysettledinIle-IfeinNigeria.TheotherversionofthehistoryofYorubawas

accordingtoalegend,therewasaperiodwhentheworldwascoveredwithwater.The

almightyGodthendecidedtosendsomeofhismessengerstotheworld.Theyweregiven

fivepiecesofiron,alumponearthtiedinawhitepieceofclothandacockerel.Obatala

leadingthem totheworldgotdrunkthenOduduwaseizedthesymbolofauthorityandlead

thepartytoearth.Oduduwasetthefivepiecesofironandplacedthelumpofearthonit,

thencockerelthenspreadthelumpoftheearthwithitsfeetthroughouttheearth.Oduduwa

wasthefounderofearthanditwasfrom Ile-Ifethatheextendedhisauthoritiestoother

Yorubatowns.

Politicalstructureofthepre-colonialYorubaland

EachtownhasakingknownastheObawhoridesinthepalacecalledAafin.Heisboththe

spiritualandpoliticalheadofkingdom andhiswordsarelawabidingtoeveryone.Obaenjoy

privilegesandcertainlimitations.Theselimitationsareknownas‘’eewo’’.Ifthekingviolates

any‘’eewo’’,itcouldleadtohisdeath.Thekinghadotherrulersoflesserrankandstatus,

theircrownwasmadeofwhitebeads.Theywereinchargeofvillages.Thepatternof

administrationwashierarchical.TheOyoEmpirewasmadeupofthreeorgans;theAlaafin

administration,theOgbonicult’sAdministrationandthearmy.Theyallhavespecific

function.

Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonialsystem inIgboland

TheIgbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflife.Theigboare

groupedintofivesub-cultures:

TheigboofeasternNigeria

TheigboofSouth-EasternNigeria

TheIgboofNorthern-EasternNigeria

Thewesternigbo

Thenorthernigbo

ProfessorM.AOnwuejeogwu(2000)regardstheNrivisionastheonlyauthenticversionof

origininexistenceintheoraltraditionoftheigbo.AccordingtoNriversion,theancestorsof

theigbo,Eri,decendedfrom theskyandsaileddowntheriveranambra.



Politicalstructureofthepre-colonialigboland

Intheigbocommunitysociety,therewasnohighlycentralisedauthoritybutinsteadtheyhad

whatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthorityintodifferentgroups.Althoughtherewasno

highlycentralizedauthority,somesocio-politicalinstitutionsexistedineachvillageto

perform legistalative,executive,administrative,militaryandjudicialfunctionsincludedthe

familliy,councilofelders,agegradesandsecretsocietities.

Thefamilywasthesmallestpoliticalunitinigbotraditionalsociety.Eachfamilyisheadedby

an‘OFO’titleholder.Thisprincipleisalsopresentinminimallineage.Theinhabitantscome

togethertotakedecisionsonissuesofcommoninterestasbrothers.Amongthe‘OFO’title

holders,oneofthem wasrecognisedasthemostseniortoothers.Theagegradeswere

stronglyorganisedamongthenorthernandsouthernigbopeople.Throughagegradesthe

communityorganisesitselfforwars,workandgovernment.Oha-ne-ezewasaform of

generalassemblyintraditionaligbosociety.Theirmeetingswereheldintheopenvillage

square.Alldecisionstakenbythem inthismeetingareabsoluteandfinal.Thesecret

societiesconsistedofdiviners’masquerades,“ubinukunabi”atarochukwuandsoon.They

actedasanintermediarybetweenthelivingandtheancestors.Theofficialreligion

practicisedinthepre-colonialigbolandwastraditional,theyhadpriestswhoperformed

sacrificefrom timetotimetoappeasethegods.

Historicalbackgroundofpercolonialpoliticalsystem inhausaland

Hausalandislocatedinthenorthernland,before1804wasmadeupof14states,they

wereof2distinctgroups.Thefirstgroupconsistof7statescalled“hausabakwai”states

thatisthelegitimatestates:Daura,Biram,Zaria,katsina,Kano,RanoandGobir.Thesecond

groupconsistof7statescalledthe“Hausabanza”statesthatistheillegitimatestates:

Nupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi, .

Bayajidda,anArabprincewhotravelledtosahelfrom Baghdad.Hekilledamonstrous

snakedthatoppressedthepeopleofDaura,andhethenmarriedthequeen.Thequeenhad6

sonsalreadythenhadanotheronewithbayajidd,andoneofeachofthe7hausastates

becomingthefirstkings.Islam wasnotintroducedtotheregiononthediscerniblescale

untiltheeleventhcentury.

PoliticalstructureoftheprecolonialHausaland

The“sarki”wasknownastheheadofanytypicalhausastate.SarkinKasarwhich

meansrulerofthelandwasthefullthetitlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadof

hausastate.Thesarkinkasarcombinedbothpoloiticalandreligious/spiritualfunctions.Itis

worthyofnotethatbetween14thand15thcenturies,thesocio-politicalorganisationofhausa

statestookanothershape.

Emiratesystem ofgovernmentamongthehausapeople

Islam wasintroducedtohausalandinthe14thcenturyandbythe15thcenturyitwas

acceptedasthereligionasthereligionoftherulingclass.Thejihadofuthmandanfodio

helpedinstrengthenedandconsolidatedthereligioninthearea.Thejihadledtothe

conquestofthetheexistingoldhausakingdom,theoverthrowofthepoliticalleadershipby

theFulaniandtheestablishmentofthecaliphateandFulaniemiratesinnorthernnigeria.In

everystateconsequered,theformerhausarulerwasreplacedbyaFulaniemir.Theemir

wasabsolutemonarchinhisemirate,hewasthepolitical,administrativeandspiritualleader.

Theemircontrolledeconomicactivitieswithinhisemirates.Hemaintainedlawandorderin



hisdomain.Themembersofcouncilwereprojectofficersappointedbyuthmandanfodio

andeachheldatitlespecifyingthespecificthespecificfunctionsheperformed.Important

titleholdersintheemir’scabinetincluded:

SarkinFada:thespokesmanoftheemir

Waziri:theprimeministeroftheemirate

Galadima:theadministratorofthecapitalcity

Madawaki:thecommanderandheadofemiratearmy

Magaji:governmenttreasurerin-chargeofgovernmenttreasury

Sarkindandoka:inspectorgeneralofpoliceforcecalledDanDoka.

SarkinRuwa:ministerin-chargeofthewaterresources

Sarkinpawa:headofbutchers

Yari:chiefsuperindentofprisonsintheemirate

HAKIMIwasappointedbytheemirtoresideattheheadquartersandadministerthedistrict

onbehalfoftheemir.Thedistrictisfurthersubdividedintovillages,eachvillageintowards,

foradministrativepurposes.Thehakimiappointedvillageheadstoassisthim incollecting

taxesforemirate.ThejudicialadministrationofhausaFulaniwasbasedontheIslamiclegal

sysyem calledSHARIA.Sharaicourtsareestablishedthroughouttheemiratesandeachwas

headedbyatrainedshariacourtjudgecalledALKALI.Thechiefjusticeofshariacourtswas

calledGrandkhadi.

Colonialadministrationandindirectrulesystem innigeria

Historicalbackground

Thebritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwithcreationofnigeriawerenotthefirst

Europeanstolandinnigeria.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarrivenigeria

throughbinikingdom.Theatlanicslavetradetradewasthetradecarriedonacrossthe

atlanticoceanbetweentheEuropeansandtheAfricans.Itwasimportantinthe15thcentury

withthearrivalofthePortuguese.In1441,aPortuguesevoyager,Gonzalvespresented10

africanslavestoprincehenrythenavigatorasgifts.800slaveswereexportedannuallyto

Portugalfrom westAfrica.Afterthreecenturiesofshamefulslavetrade,cametheso-called

periodoflegitimatecommerce.ThiswasanothergoldenopportunityforEuropeanstoget

moredirectlyinvolvedintheaffairsoftheAfricanstates.In1861,theytooklagosasa

colony.ThebulkofNigerianterritorywasoccupiedinthelate19thcentury.Eachofthe

Europeanpowerswasgiventheopportunitytoestablishcolonieswhereithadvested

interest.Asfrom 1898,thebritishgovernmentsoughttoestablishandmaintainacolonial

stateinnigeria.

ThebirthofnigeriaasaGeo-politicalentity

By1900,thewholenigeriawasundertheresponsibilityofthebritishcolonialoffice.Themay

1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationofthebritishinnigeria.

However,thiswasdonewithoutconsultationwithNigeriansregardingtheirviewsasto

whetherornottheysupportedtheamalgamation.Theprimaryaim ofthe1906

amalgamationwaspurelyeconomic,thatis,“tousethebetterfinancialpositionofthe



protectorateofsouthernNigeriantocoverthecostsofadministrationanddevelopmentin

thefinanciallyweakcolonyandprotectorateoflagos,thensaddledwiththewhiteelephant

ofarailwayinneedofextensionsince1901”.

Thesecondamalgamationwasthatof1914.InJanuary1914,thebritishgovernment

amalgamatednorthernandsouthernnigeria.Theprinicipalreasonforthisisthesameas

thatofmay1906.Thatwaswhy,forthebritishimperialoffices,sincethesoutherntradewas

booming,amalgationwouldallowthesurplusesacquiredinthesouth.Britain,therefore,

governednigeriabymeansofasystem popularlyreferredtoas“indirectrule”.Indirectrule

maybeisasystem ofBritainrulinghercoloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulers.Thebritish

officersdefinedtheframeworkofpoliciestobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothe

localpersonnelortherulers,.


