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ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeria

governmentandpoliticsinvolveesthecolonial

andprecolonialperiod.Theprecolonial

Nigeriaconsistsofdifferentindependent

chiefdom,state,kingdom,andempires.The

ethnicgroupingsignificantlydiffersinthe

historical,socialandculturalmakeups.The

exacttimemanbegantoliveinNigeriais

exactlyunknownbuttherewereevidence

whichpointedtothepalacoliticperiod500000-

9000BC.SmallStonetoolsareknowntobe

usedforhuntingandwaslocatedinJos,



plateaustateandIwoeleruinondostate.

Therearethreemajorethnicgroupsin

Nigeria:YorubaIgboandHausa-fulani.

Yorubaisoneofthelargestethnicgroupin

NigeriaandareUnitedbytheirlanguage.The

Yorubapeopletracetheirorigintooduduwa

whothefounderofYorubaland.IleIfeis

regardedtoastheancestralhomeofthe

yorubas.OkeoramfeislocatedinIleIfe.Itis

believedtobethecentrefrom whichtheworld

wascreated.TheokeOrange'sversionofthe

originofYorubawasthatataperiodtheworld

wascoveredbywater.Eachkingisknownas

"Oba"andresidesinAafin.Hisparaphernalia

includesbeadedcrownirukere,andslipperand

Sceptre.Theobaenjoyssomanyprivileges

buttherearelimitationstotheirpowers.These

limitationsarecalled"eewo"



TheOyoEmpire.

Itisatypicalexampleofprecolonial

administrationinYorubaland.Oyowasoneof

therareempirethathadinbuiltcheckand

balancesandcontributedtoit'sstabilityfor

centuries.TheAlaafinwastheheadofthe

empireandresidesinthecapitalandis

regardedasLord'sofmanylands.

Thehistoricalbackgroundofpre-

colonialsystem inIgboland.TheIgbopeople

arebestknownfortheirsegmentaryor

acephalouswayoflife.TheIgboaregrouped

intofivesub-cultures.-theIgboofEasterNigeria

-theIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria

-theIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria

-theWesternIgboand

-theNorthernIgbo.

Oneofthemostpopularversionsofthe



migratorystoriesoforiginoftheIgbopeopleis

theonethatpointstoIsrael.Thisassumptionis

basedontheso-calledsimilaritiesbetweenthe

culturesoftheIgboandtheancientHebrew.

IntheIgbotraditionalsociety,therewasno

highlycentralizedauthoritybutinsteadtheyhad

whatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthority

intodifferentgroups.Inotherwords,they

practiceddirectdemocracyandora

decentralizedsystemofgovernmentbecause

therewerenotraditionalrulersintheformof

ObaasinthecaseoftheYoruba,andsono

hereditaryclaimstothetraditionalstoolsas

therewasneveranauthority.

Historicalbackgroundofpre-colonial

politicalsysteminhausaland.Hausalandis

locatedintheNorthernNigeria.Hausaland

before1804wasmadeupoffourteenstates



andtheywereoftwodistinctgroups.Thefirst

groupconsistsofsevenstatescalled"Hausa

Bakwai"states,thatis,hausalegitimatestates

whichconsistsofDaura,Biram,Zaria,Kastina,

Kano,Rano,andGobirwhilethesecondgroup

consistoftheremainingsevenstatesandwere

knownas"HausaBanza"state:Nupe,Gwari,

Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi,Yoruba.

The"Sarki"wasknownastheheadofany

typicalhausastate.SarkinKasar,whichmeans

"ruleroftheland",wasthefulltitlegiventoany

effectiveandefficientheadofhausastate.The

emiratesystemofgovernmentamongthe

hausalandinthefourteenthcenturyandbythe

fifteenthcenturyitwasacceptedasthereligion

oftherulingclass.

Furthermore,tomakethelocalgovernment

efficient,andeffectiveeachemirateswas



dividedintodistrictsandanofficialknownas

"Hakimi"wasapprovedbytheEmirtoresideat

theheadquartersandadministerthedistrictin

behalfoftheEmir.Eachdistrictwasfurther

subdividedintovillages,eachvillageintowards,

foradministrativepurposes.The"Hakimi"

appointedvillageheadstoassisthimin

collectingtaxesfortheemirate.


