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           QUESTION
Review chapter fifteen of the text salient issues in government

And Nigeria's politics.

ANSWER

CHAPTER 15: AN OVERVIEW OF THE IDEA OF PRESSURE GROUP
This chapter is about an overview of the idea of pressure groups and it begins with understanding what pressure groups is all about :

The mount pressure is to persuade a person into doing something.A pressure group promotes it's interest regarding an issue, it seeks to influence government decisions and policies. Pressure group is referred to as " the functional representative. This is the idea that various pressure groups represent different sectors of the society based on their functions. This is usually done through their occupations or professions. For example, the Nigerian Bar Associations, represent the lawyers and solicitors while Nigerian Medical Association represent doctor's interest. 

According to Anifowose in 1999 pressure groups is described as interest groups lobby groups or even protest groups. Pressure groups came into existence to complement,enhance or even to protect the interest of their members or groups(Oyeleye, 1998). Pressure group's existence is to checkmate and make democracy better,to compensate for the tyranny of majority of people in the society. What pressure groups seek to achieve is to ensure that government does their biddings. Also to treat the gaps in the democratic process,to inform debates among ourselves,to encourage participations, and to enhance good accountability in our daily society.Some of the pressure groups in Nigeria are: ASUU( Academic Staff Union for Universities), CAN(Christian Association of Nigeria), NLC( Nigeria Labour Congress). Pressure Groups and Political Parties activities may sometime appear similar, but they are different from each other. Political Parties seek to gain government powers, while on the other hand, pressure groups do not seek to gain power. Rather,their aim is to influence political decisions.

     TYPES OF PRESSURE GROUPS
The text also gave and explained the different types of pressure groups ad they are below:

1) interest groups

2) cause groups

3) inside groups and outsider groups

4) anomic groups

5) associational groups and non associational group

I will be explain them from the beginning:

1) interest groups: this is also seen as sectional groups representing the people in the society

2) cause groups: these groups are promotion groups which seek to promote particular causes for example charities and environmental groups.

3) inside groups: in side groups are regularly consulted by the government. They have regular access to minister or legislators.

4) anomic groups: groups here have unpredictable actions and behavior as they work based on the moment and situation in the society

5) associational groups : this are usually registered with appropriate authorities in a state or country

FUNCTIONS OF PRESSURE GROUPS
1)links government to the people

2) promote participation

3) serving as sources of information to government

4) curtailing of dictatorial tendencies

5) promotion of the interest

Influencing legislation

Another function of pressure groups is that they are instrumental the mounting of pressure on government so that it can implement policies that are benefit of citizens.

Pressure groups lobbying

Pressure groups may adopt a variety of strategies to achieve their goals including lobbying elected officials media advocacy and direct political action.

