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ASSIGNMENT

InathreepagereviewchapterthreeinSalientissuesinGovernmentandNigeria'sPolitics.An

HistoricalAnalysisoftheevolutionoftheNigeriaState.

Astatecanonlybereferredtoasthat'state'ifpeoplearewithinit.Takenbacktohistoryitwas

stated that'man'settled down in an unknown region which is now said to be Nigeria.

Archeologistalsomadeaconfirmationthatmantookparteinthestoneagecivilization.

Themanwho livedinNigeriaduringthestoneageworkedso hardto copewithhis

environment.Asheneededbasicslikefood.Heinventedtoolswithpebbles.Headvancedfrom

thisandbeganmakinghandaxes.Similartoolswerelocatedbyarcheologistthatworked

outsideNigeriaatasiteinStAcheulinNorthernNigeria.Thesetoolswerelaterrefinedduring

theMiddleandLateStoneAge.Technologyimprovedduringthebronzeandmetalage.Thisisa

periodweresculptureswerestillmade,manywereofwhichhumanheadandfigureswhichwas

madeofterracottaandwasfoundinthevillageofNok.

Nokcivilization:HasatraditionalcivilizationbetweenthestoneageandironageinNigeria

becauseofthecombinationofironandstoneobjects.

Benincivilization:CraftsmenofBenincarvedinwoodandivoryancastobjectsinbronzeand

brass.

Ifecivilization:Animalandhumanfigureswerecarvedfrom graniteanddecoratedwithiron

nails.ThereissimilarityofIfeartandNokculturesohistoriansbelieveifeartoriginatedfrom

Nokculture.

ListedabovearethescientificandTechnologicalDevelopmentofEarlyNigerianSocieties.

TraditionalpoliticalinstitutionsinprecolonialNigeriaareofthreemajorethnicgroupswhich

are:



1.Yoruba:ThehistoricalbackgroundofYoruba:

Therearedifferentversionsofthetraditionsoforigin.InabookwrittenbyJohnson1950

'HistoryofYoruba'tracedtheoriginofYorubatotheEast.WhichisMecca,thentheyoruba

peoplesettledinIle-IfeinNigeria.OduduwaisthefounderoftheYorubakingdom andIle-Ifeis

theistheancestralhomeoftheYorubapeople.

ThepoliticalstructureoftheYorubakingdomsweresimilarinnatureandconsistedofa

capetown,villageandfarmland.Eachofthetownhadaking'Oba'whohassupremeauthorityin

thekingdom.ThekinghadrulersoflesserandhigherrankandstatusliketheBaale,Oloja.The

townwasthepoliticalunit.

ThegovernmentofoldOyoempireisatypicalexampleoftheprecolonialadministrationin

Yorubaland.

TheAlaafinAdministration:Alaafinwasthefountainofauthorityanwasregardedasthe

companionofthegods.Alaafin wasassistedinhisadministrationbyaretinueofofficials

madeupofpriests,officialsandeunuchs.Healsohadawellorganisedcourt.

TheOgbonicultadministration:ItwasapowerfulcultandhadavitalpositioninYoruba

society.Itwascomposedoffreeandprominentmembersofthesociety.

The Army:Theyensured stabilityofthe empire,expansion and also keeping dissident

terroriteriesincheck.

2.Igbo:Thehistoricalbackground;

Igbosocietyhasalwaysbeenknownsasacephalous.Theycouldbegroupedintofivesub

cultureswhichisthIgboof:EasternNigeria,SoutheasternNigeria,NorthEasternNigeria,The

westernIgboandNorthernIgbo.

TheIgbopeoplepracticedDirectruleandtherewasnotraditionalrulerssothereforeno

hereditaryclaims.Somesociopoliticalinstitutionsexistedineachvillagetoperform legislative,

militaryfunctionssuchinstitutionsincludedfamily,secretsocieties,agegrades.

Communitieswereorganisedthroughagegradesforwar,workandgovernment.Thosewho

clearsplaces,streamsandpathsalsoservedasthepolice.Theagegradesguardedpublic

morality.

Oha-ne-ezewasaform ofgeneralassemblyandalldecisionsmadetherewerefinal.The

secretsocietiesalsoconsistedofthediviners"masquerades".Theyactedasintermediary

betweenthelivingandancestors.Thecarriedoutritualsinothertowardoffevil.TheIgbo's

havegreatrespectfortheirdeities.

3.Hausa:Historicalbackgroundofprecolonialpoliticalsystem;



Before1804theNotbwrnpart(Hausaland)hadonlyfourteenstatesandweredividedintotwo

groups.Thefirstwhichwascalled"HausaBakwai"andthesecond"Hausabanza".

TheoriginofthenorthernpartgoesdowntoamanBayajiddaanArabPrincewhokilledasnake

thatoppressedthepeoplethepeopleofDaura.Thequeenthenproducedasonwithhim

makingitsevensons.TheyallruledoneofthesevenHausaStates,becomingthefirstkings.

Islam wasintroducedintheNorthernpartinthe11thcentury.

The"Sarki"wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.TheSarkinKasarcombined

boththepoliticalandreligiousfunctions.Hewasaswellthechiefexecutiveandjudgeofthe

statebutwasaidedbythecouncilifthestate.IslamisationofHausaLANsinfluenceditsjudicial

system andSharialawstartedtakingshape.

TheJihadofUthmanDanfodioof1804strengthenedthereligion'Islam'.Thejihadledto

conquestoftheexistingoldHausaKingdom,theoverthrow ofthepoliticalleadershipbythe

Fulaniandestablishmentofthecaliphate.Thereisanewsystem ofselectingrulerswhichare

describedasEmirstorulethecaliphate.Theemircontrolledeconomicactivitieswithinhis

emiratesthoughwasassistedbyagroupofvillageheads,acouncilofadvisersandsoon.

Importanttitleholdersinemirscabinetincludes:SarkinFada,Waziri,Galdima,magajiandsoon.

Historicalbackgroundofindirectrule

ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoactuallylandinNigeria,thoughtheBritishhad

alwaystakencreditforthat.TheAtlanticslavetradewsdtheslavetradethattookplace

betweentheEuropeansandAfricans.Thedemandofslavescouldbetracedbacktothe

introductionofplantationsystem ofAgricultueinplaceslikeBrazil,Jamaicaandsoon.The

transAtlanticslavetradewasthefirstthatputBritishincontactwithNigeriaforclosetothree

centuriesBritishdominatedthetransAtlanticslavetrade.Aftercenturiesofslavetradethe

periodoflegitimatecommerced.ItwasanopportunityfortheEuropeanstogetmoreinvolved

withtheaffairoftheAfricanstates.ThescrambleforAfricabytheseEuropeansled to

partioningofAfricabytheBerlinconference.

ThebirthofNigeriaasaGeoPoliticalentity

NNigeriawasundertheresponsibilityoftheBritishColonialOffice.Nigerianwasfirst

amalgamatedin1906inothertoform anewcolonyandprotectorateofSouthernNigeria.This

was done without Nigerians opinion orview orweatherthey were in supportofthe

amalgamation.AccordingtoTamuno,theamalgamationwasdonetousebetterfinancial

positionoftheprotectorateofSouthernNigeriantocoverthecostofadministrationinthe

financiallyweakcolony.

ThesecondamalgamationwhichwasfortheNorthernandSouthernNigeriawasdoneforthe

samepurposeasthefirst(1906).SirFrederickLugardwhoisbestknownaxthefatherof1914

amalgamationgovernedbyasystem calledIndirectrule.




