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Doareviewonchapter15(2pages)insalientissuesingovernmentandNigeria's

Politics.

Pressuregroup

Thisisanassociationofagroupofpeoplewithcommoninterestwhotriestoachievetheiraim

orinterestbyinfluencingthegovernment.Variouspressuregroupsrepresentdifferentsectors

ofthesocietybasedontheirfunctions.Forexample;AcademicStaffUnionUniversities(ASUU).

Thisgroup championstheinterestsofacademicsand conditionsoflearning in Nigerian

Universities.

According to Anifowose1999,describespressuregroupsasinterest/lobby/protestgroups.

AnotherScholarOlaleye(1998)believesthatPressuregroupscameintoexistenceinorderto

complement,enhanceorprotecttheinterestoftheirmembers.

Pressuregroupsaresometimeslikenedtopoliticalpartiesbutitshouldbenotedthatthey

aredifferentfrom eachother.Politicalpartiesseekstogaingovernmentpowerwhilepressure

groupsaim istoinfluencepoliticaldecisions.

Uponthedifferenceinpressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiestheystillhavesomethingin

commonwitheachotherwhichistheybothrelatewitheachotherinothertoachievecertain

societalchanges.

Pressuregroupshasvariouspurposesinhumanexistenceandsociety;

 Pressuregroupsexistenceistocheckmateandmakedemocracybetter.
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 Theyarealsotocompensateforthetyrannyofmajorityofpeopleinthesociety.

 Alsothepressuregroupsaretotreatthegapsinthedemocraticprocess.Toinform

debatesamongourselves,toencourageparticipaionandtoenhancegoodaccountability

inourdailysociety.

Pressuregroupsareacknowledgedaspotentiallybeneficialtoademocratic society,

problemscanarisewhenthedemocraticprocessbecomesdominatedbyafewspecific

groups.Ifpressuregroupsremainsrigidandrefusestocompromiseonspecificissues

theycouldmonopolisethedemocraticprocessbyfocusingpublicdebateonafew

specificissues.

Ineveryadvantagesthereisalwaysdisadvantages.Duetotheirpersonalintetest,

pressureismountedtoalterthedirectionsofgovernmentdecisions.JustliketheASUU

whentheygoonstrikestheyalsoholdotherstakeholderstoransom andalsoinsists

andensurethatthegovernmentgrantstheirwish.

Therearevarioustypesofpressuregroupswhichincludes:

1.AssociationalgroupsandNon-associationalgroups:Thefirstareregisteredunder

appropriateauthoritiesandaswellhastheirregisteredoffice.Whilethelatterare

pressuregroupswithoutaformalorganization.

2.Anomicgroups:Thesegroupareunpredictableandarenotguidedbyanappropriate

behaviouralstyle.Thisgroupsometimesactsviolently.Throughprotests,riotingand

strikestheymountpressure.

3.Interestgroups:Thisgrouprepresentspeoplethepeopleinthesociety.Anexampleis

CBI(ConfederationofBritishIndustry).

4.Causegroup:Thisgroupisaimedatachievingasingleobjective,likeprotestingabout

theexpansionofairports,railwaysandsoon.Thisgroupseekstopromoteparticular

causes.Theyarelikecharitiesandenvironmentalgroups.

5. Insiderandoutsidergroups:Theinsidergroupsareconsultedbythegovernment.They

alsohaveinfluenceongovernmentmissionsandvisions.AnexampleofanInsider

groupisNigeriaBarAssociation(NBA).While,theoutsidergroupshasnoaccesstothe

government.Theyare radicalinnatureandaremostlydeniedbythegovernment.

ExampleofanOutsidergroupisEarthLiberationFront.Thetwogroupschangesfrom

timetotimedependingonthegovernmentinpower.

Pressuregroupshasalotoffunctions;

 Theylinkgovernmentsto thepeople:Pressuregroupsservrsasalink

betweenthegovernmentand thepeople(public).Pressuregroupsare
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alwaysinformedoncurrentandimportantinformationandreportsittoto

thepublicandaswelltothegovernmenttogivefeedbackonthepublic's

opinionorsayontheinformation.

 PromotesparticipationinGovernment:Pressuregroupscarrycitizensalong.

Theyengagein demonstration and othermeasuresto puttheirviews

acrosstothegovernment.

 Influencinglegislation:Pressuregroupsputpressureontgwgovernmentto

influenceitspolicy,changeapolicydirectionandalsotowithdrawanentire

policythatdoesntfavourtheircitizenryomembers.

 ServingassourcesofinformationtoGovernment:Thisisanothermajor

functionofthepressuregroups.Theyserveasasourceofinformationto

thegovernment.

 Curtailing ofdictatorialtendencies: Pressure groupsmakessure that

governmen are notin powerfora long time because itcoullead to

dictatorship.

 Promotionoftheinterestoftheminority:Pressuregroupsensuresthatthe

interestofminoritygroupsarenotignoredbythegovernment.Theyactas

watchdogsonthegovernment.

 Pressuregroupslobbying:Inorder,toachievetheirgoalstheylobby with

governmentalofficials like the legislaors,ministers and government

machineries.They lobby these governmentofficials through relatives,

friends,spousesandsoon.

InConclusion,

Pressuregroupsisaformalororganisedbodywithacommoninterest

whoseaim istoputpressureongovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalof

influencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Pressure

groupsseekstoinfluencegovernmentdecisionsandpolicies.


