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AnOverview oftheIdeaofPressureGroups

Pressuregroupsareformalororganizedgroupwithacommon

interestwhosefundamentalaim istoputpressureonthegovernment

institutionwiththegoalofinfluencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoits

advantage.Pressuregroupsareknownasfunctionalrepresentatives

becausetheyrepresentdifferentsectorsofthesocietybasedontheir

functions.Thisisusuallydonethroughtheiroccupationorprofession.

Examplesare;NigeriaBarAssociation(NBA)representlawyersinterest,

NigeriaMedicalAssociation(NMA)representdoctorsinterestandthereare

somanyothers.Whenpressuregroupsusetherightchannel,theycan

influencethedecisionsofthegovernmenttohelpthem meettheirgoal.

Pressuregroupscanbeeducational,businesslike,ethnicoriented,

economicorsocialinnature.Examplesofthesestypeofpressuregroups

are;ChristianAssociationofNigeria(CAN),NigeriaLabourCongress(NLC)

e.t.c

Pressuregroupsshouldnotbeconfusedwithpoliticalpartiesas

theirfunctionsdiffer.Politicalpartiesfocusonseekingpoliticalpower

whilepressurefocusoninfluencingthegovernmentpoliciestotheir

advantage.Pressuregroupshavespecificgoalsunlikepoliticalpartiesthat

haveawiderangeofgoals.Anotherdifferenceisthatpressuregroups

cannotbeheldaccountablefortheiractionsunlikethepoliticalparties.At

theendoftheday,politicalpartiesandpressuregroupsrelatetoeach

othertoachievesocialchange.Pressuregroupsplayabigroleensuring

therightsoftheminoritiesareprotected.Theycheckmateandbetter

democracyinthesociety.

Asmuchthepressuregroupshavepositiveroles,theyalsohave

somenegativeroles.Sometimes,theyfocustoomuchontheirgoalsand

alterthegovernmentdecisionswithoutthinkingaboutthegovernment

limitedresources.Thisinturnaffectsthelivesofthecitizens.Anexample

ofthisistheongoingASUUstrikethathaslastedforeightmonths.The

pressuregroupwantstoinfluencethegovernmentdecisionswithout



consideringthegovernmentlimitations.Thishascausedthousandsof

undergraduatesinpublicuniversitiestoseatathomeidle.

Therearedifferenttypesofpressuregroups.Theyinclude;interest

groups,causegroups,insidersandoutsidersgroup,anomicgroups,

associationandnonassociationgroups.Interestgrouprepresentpeoplein

thesocietye.gtradeunitlikeConventiononBusinessIntegration(CBI).

Causegroupshaveaparticularcausetheyarefightingfore.g

environmentalandcharityorganization.Insidersgroupshaveaccessto

ministersorlegislatorswhichhelpthem toinfluencethegovernment

decisionse.gNigeriaBarAssociation(NBA).Whiletheoutsidegroupsdon’t

haveaccesstogovernmentofficials,sotheyhavetoforothermeansto

makeanimpacte.ggroupsforrightsofanimals.Anomicgroupsare

spontaneousgrouparenotguidedbyabehavioralstyle.e.gtheprotesters

atthe#Endsarsprotest.Theassociationgroupsareregisteredwith

appropriateauthorityinthestatewhilethenonassociationgroupsare

pressuregroupswithoutformalorganization.

Therearedifferentfunctionsofpressuregroups.Theyinclude;

Linksgovernmenttothepeople,promotesparticipationingovernment,

servesassourcesofinformation,curtailingofdictatorialtendencies,

Promotionoftheinterestoftheminority,influencinglegislationandso

manyothers.

Forpressuregroupstomaketheirvoiceheard,theyusevarious

strategies.Thesestrategiesinclude;lobbyingelectedofficials,media

advocacy,anddirectpoliticalactionslikeprotest.Somepressuregroupcan

influencethegovernmentdecisionsmorethanothers.Oncethepublicand

thegovernmentapprovetheofgoalsandaimsofthepressuregroup,it

makesiteasytoinfluencethegovernmentdecisionsandpolicies.

Pressuregroupsmakesliveeasyforthecitizens.Itisimportantthat

werecognizeandparticipateinsupportingtherolesofpressure.Thereare

numerouspressuregroupsaroundusfightinggoodcause,weshouldall

endeavortojointheonethatit’sgoalsandoursalign.


