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HistoricalanalysisoftheevolutionoftheNigerianState

Nigeriahascomealongwayasacountry.Thehistorical

backgroundofNigeriagovernmentandpoliticsinvolvesthepre-

colonialandthecolonialperiodinNigeria.TheNigerianStateisa

colonialcreation.TheprecolonialNigeriacomprisesofdifferent

independentchiefdoms,state,kingdomsandempires.These,

amongothers,includetheBornoempire,theHausastates,Sokoto

caliphate,BeninkingdomsandtheOyoempireinthewest.These

ethnicgroupingssignificantlydifferintheirhistorical,socialand

culturalmakeup.

NigeriaisborderedbyBenin,Cameron,ChadandNiger.The

exacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaissunknownbut

whenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbutthe

archaeologicalevidenceprovethatmanhadsettleintheregion

sincethePalaeolithicperiod500,000-900BC.Themanwholived

duringthesetimeshadtocopewithhisenvironment.Toolshad

tobemadeforhuntinganimalsandgatheringfruits.These

include;handymanaxe,smallstone,heavychopperandsomany

others.Later,mantookinterestsculpting.Manywereofhuman

headsandfigures.Eachworkhadadistinctiveartisticstyle.The

findingswereinthevillageofNok,Igbo-ukwu,Benine.tc

Nok,Igbo-ukwu,IfeandBeninamongothersarecenterof

ancientcivilizationpresentsuswiththescientificand

technologicaldevelopmentsofearlyNigeriansocieties.For

example;Beninwasimportantforitsartworks,Ifewasimportant

becauseofitsterracottaandbronzeheade.t.c.



Nigeriahasthreemajorethnicgroups;Igbo,Yorubaand

Hausa.TheYorubasbelievethatOduduwaisthefounderofthe

Yorubakingdom andthatIle-Ifeistheirancestralhome.The

Yorubasarealargeethnicgroupsunitedbythelanguage.There

aremanyversionoftheYorubaoriginthathasbeenhandedfrom

generationtogeneration.AnexampleistheOkeOramfeversion.

TheYorubakingdom ismadeupofcapitaltown,subordinate

towns,villagesandfarmland.Eachtownhadaking,whoalsohas

otherrulersoflesserranksandstatus.Thepatternof

administrationwashierarchical.TheOyoempireisaperfect

exampleofprecolonialadministrationintheYorubaland.It

consistedoftheAlaafin,theOgbonicultandthearmy.

TheIgbosareknownfortheirsegmentarywayof

life.Theyoperatedakindofgovernmentwithoutkings.Themost

popularoriginstoryoftheIgbosisthatoftheirmigrationfrom

Israel.SincetheIgbosdidn’thaveacentralizedauthority,they

practiceddirectdemocracy.Thismeanstheyhaddiffusionof

authorityindifferentgroups.TheIgboshadsocio-political

institutionthathelpedtorunthesociety.Theyinclude;thefamily,

agegrade,councilofeldersandsecretsocieties.Thefamilyis

smallestpoliticalunitintheIgbosociety.Theagegradeis

organizedonthevillagebasis.Thecouncilofelderswasthe

generalassemblyofthetraditionalIgbosociety.Lastly,thesecret

societiesconsistedofmemberswhoactedasanintermediary

betweenthelivingandtheancestors.

TheHausastatesaremadeupoffourteenstates

whicharedividedequallyintoHausaBawkaiandHausaBanza.

TheoriginoftheHausaisattributedtoamancalledBayajidda

whowasanArabprincethattravelledfrom SaheltoBaghad.

SarkinKasaristheheadofatypicalHausastate.Hehasboth



spiritualandpoliticalfunctions.Inthefourteencentury,Islam was

introducedtotheHausastate.ThejihadofUsmanDanFodio

cementedreligionintheregion.Thesebroughtchangestothe

judiciarysystem throughtheintroductionoftheSharialaw.Anew

system ofselectingandappointingEmir’swasmadeduetothe

establishmentofcaliphateandFulaniemiratesintheregion.The

Emiristhepolitical,administrationandspiritualleaderofhis

emirates.

NigeriahadalotofforeignvisitorslikePortugalbefore

thecomingBritain.TheAtlanticslavetradehappenedonthe

AtlanticoceanbetweentheEuropeanandAfricans.Itwasthe

trans-AtlanticslavetradethatputBritainincontactwithNigeria.

Theslavetradewaslaterabolishedandthe“Gun-boat”policywas

made.ThisallowedBritishtotakeLagosasacolony.The

struggleforcoloniesbyEuropeanpowersleadtothepartitioning

ofAfricainthenineteenthcentury.AftertheBerlinconferenceof

1884-85,BritaincolonizedNigeria.

Beforetheyear1900,differentpartsofNigeriawas

stillconqueredbytheBritish.InMay1906,theBritish

amalgamatedLagosandit’sprotectoratewiththeprotectorateof

thesouthernNigeria.ThiswasdonetofundLagosandit’s

protectoratewiththefundsfrom thesouthernprotectorate.The

secondamalgamationwasin1914,wheretheNorthernand

southernprotectoratewasamalgamated.Thishappeneddueto

theabundanceoffundsinthesouthcomparedtothenorth.

However,BritaingovernedNigeriawithasystem calledindirect

rule,whichmeansrulingthecoloniesthroughtraditionalrulers.

PrecolonialNigeriaundergonesomanychallengestomakeitthe

Nigeriaoftoday.


