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CHAPTER 2: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE NIGERIA STATE

     The Nigerian state is a colonial creation. The historical background of Nigerian government and politics involves the pre colonial period and colonial period in Nigeria. Nigeria is a product of a historical arrangement that arose out of European adventure with its eventual culmination in the colonisation of Africa. Pre colonial Nigeria consisted of different independent chiefdoms, states, kingdoms and empires. Nigeria is bordered to the south by benin and biafra, to the north by niger and to the east by Cameroon, in the north east it is bordered by lake Chad which separates the country from Chad. She stretches roughly 700miles from West to east and 650 from south to North, covering an area between 3 and 15E longitude and between 4 and 14N latitude.

     It is not known when man began to live in Nigeria, but there are evidences proving that man had settled in Nigeria since the palaeolithic period which is from 500,000 to 9000BC and that Nigerians also took part in the Stone age civilisation. Some evidences include the excavation of a stone age skeleton at Iwo Eleru near Akure in ondo state which is dated to 12,000 years ago which suggest that the country has been long inhabited.  Man that lived in the environment worked hard to cope. He needed food which he hunted for.  He invented tools made up of pebbles used for chopping and cutting tools. Archaeologist called the tools Oldman type tools because this type of tool was first seen in olduvai Gorge in Tanzania 

The types of tools advanced as the ages advanced some of this tools include axes, heavy chopper which was first seen at sango Bay on the west shores of Lake Victoria in Uganda,  east Africa, molded images like the Nok art which were found in the villages of Nok made out from terracota.  Similar findings have been made in Ile-ife, Jebba, Esie,  Igbo-Ukwu and Benin

     Information on the major landmark in early Nigerian history was made possible through the excavation work done on places where man lived in Nigeria in the very remote past, this places include Nok Igbo UKwu, Ife and Benin among others. They are usually referred to ad centres of ancient civilisation 

NOK. The nok culture is believed to be a transitional civilisation between the stone age and the iron age in Nigeria because of the presence of combination of stone and iron objects.  Through the use of carbon dating ut was discovered that the nok culture existed between the 5tg sbdc2nd century b.c

BENIN CIVILISATION.  it was important for its art work.the craftsmen of benin carved in wood and ivory and cast objects in bronze and brass. Art historian claim that bronze xaating was introduced into benin by an ife artist 

IFE CIVILISATION. Ife us important because of its terracota and bronze heads. Objects such as stools and figures were carved on hard stone called quartz while animal and human figures were carved from granite and decorated with iron nails 

IGBO UKWU CIVILISATION. Some bronze objects and ornaments were accidentally discovered while digging a toilet pit at igbo UKwu in 1939 which led to the excavation of three sites in the area, this sites include a burial chamber,  pit and a compound wall

     THE YORUBA ADMINISTRATION 

They're on of the largest ethnic groups.  They trace their origin to oduduwa who is the founder of the yoruba kingdom. Ile ife is regarded as their ancestral home.  There're are many versions of the yoruba migration story.

The political structures of the yoruba kingdoms were similar in nature. Each comdisted of a capital town, subordinate towns, villages and farmlands. Each town has its own king known as the oba. He is both the spiritual and political head of the kingdom. The yoruva kingdom was decentralised in nature. They were checks and balances. 

The oba enjoyed a lot of privileges but were limited. This limitations were known as eewo. Other groups of rulers were baale which were incharge of the villages and the Oloja which were in charge of the farmlands,  ijoye which were the heads of the wards. In the oyo empire the first organ was the king known as the Alaafin. Then there was the ogboni cult which consisted of the oyomesis and the army which was led by the aare ona kakanfo 

     THE IGBO ADMINISTRATION 

They are best known for their segmentary or acephalous way of life because in the ancient times they had no centralised states. The igbos were grouped into 5 sub cultures which are the igbo of Eastern Nigeria, South Eastern Nigeria,  North Eastern Nigeria,  western igbo and northern igbo. Most popular migration story hs that the igbos migrated from Israel because of the similarities between the igbos and the ancient hebrews. 

The igbo traditional society had a diffusion of authority into different groups so they basically operated direct democracy and/or a decentralised form of authority.  The family was the smallest unit in the society. They were each headed by an ogo title holder.the most senior of the ofor titke holders is known as the okpara which held the ozo title and presided over the council of elders meeting.  There is also the age grade system which enforced discipline amongst themselves and guarded public morality. The ohanaeze's was a form of general assembly. There were secret societies which consusted of diviners. The igbos had great respect for deities and departed ancestors 

     THE HAUSA ADMINISTRATION 

They are located in the northern Nigeria.  Before the 1804 hsusa land was made up of 14 states and they were of 2 distinct groups. The first group consisted of 7 states called hsysa bakwai and the second comsisted of the remaining 7 which were called hausa banzai

The sarki is known as the head of any typical hausa state. The sarkin last combined both political and religious functions.  When Islam was adopted it gave birth to new political institutions like the galadima, madawaki, mogaji,  dogari,  yari sarki, etc the islamisation also influences the judicial system. Islam was introduced in the 14th century. There was a jihad which is the holy war in 1804 which led to the conquering of the existing hausa states. This was to the appointment if emits if each states. He was the absolute monarch in his emirate.  He was the political administrative and spiritual leader.  He was assisted by District and village heads. Their judicial administration was based on the Islamic legal system known as the sharia 

     The Portuguese were the first to land in Nigeria through the bini kingdom before the British.  The Atlantic slave trade was the trade that was taking place between the Africans and Europeans across the Atlantic ocean. The trans Atlantic trade was the unfortunate channel that first put the British in contact with Nigeria . Nigeria was amalgamated in 1914 
