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ANOVERVIEW OFTHEIDEAOFPRESSUREGROUP

Apressuregroupisaformalororganisedbodywithacommoninterestwhose

fundamentalaim istoputpressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalof

influencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Thepressuregroupis

referredtoas"TheFunctionalRepresentative."Thisistheideathatvariouspressure

groupsrepresentdifferentsectorsofthesocietybasedontheirfunctionsandthisis

usuallydonethroughtheiroccupationsorprofessions.Forexample,theNigeriaBar

Association (NBA),represents the Lawyers and Solicitors,while Nigeria Medical

Association(NMA)representsdoctor'sinterests.ThereisalsotheAcademicStaffUnion

ofUniversities(ASUU)whichchampionstheinterestsofacademicsandconditionof

learninginNigeria'suniversities.

AccordingtoAnifowose(1999)pressuregroupisdescribedas"interestgroups,

lobbygroupsorevenprotestgroups".PressureGroupsenhancesorevenprotectthe

interestoftheirmembersorgroups,ensuresthatgovernmentdoestheirbiddingsand

throughtherightchannelsandmeanstheyareabletomakethegovernmenttolistento

them.

Inadditiontothat,thesegroupsinfluencebothpublicpolicy,administration,andgo

alongwaytodeterminepoliticalstructuresofthesocietyformsofgovernment.Some

examples ofpressure groups,in Nigeria are:ASUU (Academic StaffUnion for

University),ChristianAssociationofNigeria(CAN),NigeriaLabourCongress(NLC).

Furthermore,pressuregroupsandpoliticalpartiesactivitiesmaysometimesappear

similar,buttheyaredifferentfrom eachother.Thefirstdistinctionisthatpolitical

partiesseektogaingovernmentpowers,whileontheotherhand,pressuregroupsdo

notseektogainpower.Second,politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpolicies,whereas



pressuregroupsnarrowtheirgoals.However,thesedifferencesdonotpointtothefact

thatpressuregroupsandpoliticalpartieshavenothingincommon.Infact,pressure

groupsandpoliticalpartiesrelatetogethertoachievecertainsocialchanges.

ThetypesofPressureGroupsincludesInterestgroups,CauseGroups,Insider

Groupsand OutsiderGroups,AnomicGroups,and AssociationalGroupsand Non-

AssociationalGroups.

InterestGroupsareseenassectionalgroups,representingthepeopleinthesociety.

Forexample,thetradeunits,forinstance,CBI(ConfederationofBritishIndustry)known

asthe voice ofbusinessin the country,and in Nigeria,Convention on Business

Integration(CBI).

CauseGroupsarepromotiongroups,whichseektopromoteparticularcauses.For

example,charitiesandenvironmentalgroups.Forinstance,wecanseetheAmnesty

International,whichcampaignfortheneedtoendhumanrightabuses.Anygroupthat

championssocialmovementisalsoseenas"causegroup,"eventhoughthegrouplacks

formalstructure.Itisalwaysaimedatachievingasingleobjective,likeprotestingabout

theexpansionofairports,Seaports,railwaysandmanyothers.

Insidergroupsareregularlyconsultedbythegovernmentandtheyhaveregular

accesstoministersorlegislatorsforexample(TheNigeriaBarAssociation(NBA))

whileoutsidegroupshavenoaccessorlinkstothegovernmentanditsmachineries.

Theyhavetouseotherwaystohaveimpact.Exampleofthissetofgroupsarethe

AnimalLiberationFrontorEarthLiberationFront.However,theInsiderandOutsider

groupchangesfrom timetotimebasedonthepartyorgovernmentinpower.

AnomicGroupshaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviourastheyworkbasedon

themomentand situation in thesociety.Theyarenotguided byan appropriate

behaviouralstyleorrule,andtheymaysometimesactviolently.Protest,rioting,strikes,

andsometimesrevolution,aresomeofthemeansthroughwhichtheymountpressure.

Associationalgroupsareusuallyregisteredwithappropriateauthoritiesinastate

orcountryandhastheirownregisteredofficesandconstitution.Ontheotherhand,non-

associationalgroups are pressure group without a formalorganisation.Their

arrangementandgatheringarebyvirtueofkinship,familyattachment,socialtraditions,

tribalorevenraceafflictions.

InConclusionsomeofthefunctionsofPressureGroupsare:Theyserveaslinks

betweenGovernmentandthePeople,promotesparticipationinGovernment,serveas

sources ofinformation to Government,curtailing ofdictatorialtendencies ofthe

government,promotionoftheinterestoftheminorityandinfluencinglegislation.


