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Question

Inabout3-PagereviewChapterTwo,"AnHistoricalAnalysisoftheEvolutionoftheNigerian

State"inSalientIssuesinGovernmentandNigeria'sPolitics,pages15-32.

ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIANSTATE

TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.Itinvolvesthepre-colonialperiodwhichis

theperiodbeforethecomingofthecolonialiststoNigeriaandthecolonialperiodin

Nigeriawhichreferstotheerathatcolonialadministrationwasestablishedinthe

country.Thepre-colonialNigeriacomprisesofseveralstates,kingdoms,empiresand

independentchiefdom whichincludestheBornoEmpire,theHausaStates,andthe

SokotoCaliphateintheNorth;thelgbosegmentarysocietiesintheEast;BeninKingdom

andtheOyoEmpireintheWestandseveralethnicidentitiesintheBenueValley.They

differintheirhistorical,socialandculturalmake-ups.Thecountryisborderedtothe

SouthbytheBightsofBeninandBiafra,ontheWestbyBenin,ontheNorthbyNiger,on

theEastbyCameroonand byextremenortheasterncorner,LakeChad separates

Nigeriafrom thecountryofChad.

The exacttime when man began to live in Nigeria is unknown butdue to

archaeologicalevidencesfrom differentpartsofNigeriaithasbeendiscoveredthat

manhadsettledinNigeriasincethePalaeolithicperiod(500,000-9000BC)andtook

partinthestone-agecivilisation.TheStoneAgecanbedividedintoseveralperiods

whichare:EarlyStoneAge,MiddleStoneAgeandLateStoneAge.Themanwholivedin

Nigeriaduringthoseyearshadtofindawayofrelatingwithhisenvironment.He

adaptedtoitandcreatedvarioustoolsaseachperiodwentby.Someofthetoolsare

Oldowan-typetools,handaxes,Smallstonetools(believedtobeusedforhunting),a

heavychopper(moreefficientincuttingthantheexistingtools).Theyalsomade



sculpturesofwhichmanywerehumanheadsandfiguresmadeofterracotta.These

sculpturespossessedadistinctiveartisticstyle.

ThereareinformationonthemajorlandmarksintheearlyNigerianhistorymade

possiblethroughtheexcavationworkdoneonplaceswheretheyearlierlivedin.These

placeswerereferredtoascentresofancientcivilisation.TheseincludetheNok,Igbo

Ukwu,IfeandBenin.Thehistoryofthesecentresofancientcivilisationpresentsuswith

thescientificandtechnologicaldevelopmentsofearlyNigeriansocieties.

TheNigeriaTraditionalPoliticalSystem ofGovernmentincludesthethreemajority

EthnicgroupofYoruba,Igbo,andHausa-Fulani.TheYorubasareoneofthelargest

ethnicgroupinNigeriaandareunitedbylanguage.TheYorubapeopletracetheirorigin

toOduduwawhowasthefounderoftheYorubakingdom.Ile-Ifeisregardedasthe

ancestralhomeoftheYorubapeople.Therearedifferentversionsofthetraditionsof

origin.OduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstleaderthatledtheYorubatoIle-lfeand

subsequentlysenthissonsandgrandsonstofoundotherYorubakingdoms.

ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYorubakingdomsweresimilarinnatureandthey

consistedofacapitaltown,subordinatetowns,villages,andfarmlands.Eachtownhas

akingknownas"Oba"whoresidesinthepalacecalled"Aafin."Heisthespiritualand

politicalheadofthekingdom whohasasupremeauthorityinthekingdom andhis

wordsarelaws,andbidingoneverybodyexceptcertainlimitationstohispowersknown

as"eewo"whichwasdesignedtocurbdespotism andtyrannyonthepartoftheKing.

Violationcanleadtohisdeath.Thelesserrulerswereinchargeofthesubordinate

townsandworecrownsmadeofwhitebeadsknownas"seseofun."Anothergroupof

rulersweretheBaalesthethirdrankofrulerswhowereinchargeofthevillagesleaders

andtheOloja,thefourthrankleaderswhoruledoverthefarmlands.

Thetown(ilu)wasthebasicpoliticalunit,whilethesubordinatetownswerethe

bedrockonwhichtheadministrationofthewholekingdom wasbased.Eachtownwas

dividedintosmallerunitsorwards(knownas"Ijoye"inturnsub-dividedintocompounds

(agbo-ile)withcompoundheads,knownasBaale.)tofacilitatesmoothadministration.

Thechiefsactedasadviserstothekingandservedasthelinkbetweenthekingand

membersoftheward.Thepatternofadministrationwashierarchical.Atthelowest

levelwerethecompoundheads(Baale).ThegovernmentoftheoldOyoempireisa

typicalexampleofthepre-colonialadministrationinYorubaland.Thefirstorganof

governmentinOyoempirewasthekingknownasAlaafinofOyo.Thentheyalsohad

theOgboniCult'sAdministrationandthearmy.

Igbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentaryoracephalouswayoflifebecause

from theancienttimes,theyhad no centralised states.Theyoperated a kind of

govemmentwithoutkings.Thelgboaregroupedintofivesub-cultures:TheIgboof



EasternNigeria,theIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria,theIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria,the

WesternIgboandtheNorthernIgbo.Oneofthemostpopularversionsofthemigratory

storiesoforiginoftheIgbopeopleistheonethatpointstoIsrael.Thisassumptionis

basedontheso-calledsimilaritiesbetweentheculturesoftheIgboandtheancient

Hebrew.

In the lgbo traditionalsociety,they practiced direct democracy and/or a

decentralised system of government. They stillperform legislative,executive,

administrative,militaryand judicialfunctionswithoutacentralised authority.Such

institutionsincludedthefamily,councilofelders,agegradesandsecretsocieties.The

familywasthesmallestpoliticalunitinIgbotraditionalsocietyandwasheadedbyan

"Ofo"titleholder.Thecommunitiesorganisedthemselvesthroughtheagegrade,for

work,warandgovernmentandalsoguardedpublicmorality.Senioritywasofgreat

socialimportance.Oha-na-ezewasaform ofgeneralassemblyintraditionalIgbo

society.Allthe male adultmembersmetin thisassemblyto perform legislative

functions.Theeldersformed thecoreofvillageadministration.Theywerehighly

respected.Thesecretsocietiesconsistedofthediviners'masquerades,"Ubinuknabi"at

Arochukwu,the "Amadisha"ofOzuzzu which played significantroles in the Igbo

traditionalsociety.Theyactedasintermediarybetweenthelivingandtheancestors.

TheIgbobelieveinre-incarnation.

HausalandislocatedinNorthernNigeria.Hausaland,before1804wasmadeupof

fourteenstates,andtheywereoftwodistinctgroups.Thefirstgroupconsistofseven

statescalled "HausaBakwaî"states(Hausalegitimatestates).Thesecond group

consistoftheremainingsevenstatesandwereknownas"Hausabanza"states(Hausa

illegitimatesstates).TheHausa"bakwai"statesareDaura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,Kano,

Rano,andGobirwhiletheHausa"Banza"statesareNupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,

Kebbi,Yoruba.OraltraditionattributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamed

Bayajidda.ThecombinedkingdomsofHausalandweresometimescalledtheDaura,

sinceDauraistheplacewhereBayajiddasupposedlyfoundedtheHausapeople.

The"Sarki"wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Heworkedwitha

retinueofofficialsinawell-organisedcourt.SarkinKasar,whichmeans"rulerofthe

land,"wasthefulltitlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausaState.He

combined both politicaland religious/spiritualfunctions and was also the chief

executiveandjudgeoftheState,althoughhewasaidedbyacouncilofstate.Islam was

introducedtoHausalandinthefourteenthcentury,andbythefifteenthcenturyitwas

acceptedasthereligionoftherulingclass.

Inconclusion,Nigeriahasundergonesomanyperiodswhichhasformedand

definedthewayoflife,values,culture,traditionsofthemembersofthecountry.


