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                                                     CHAPTER 15

                                                           UNDERSTANDING PRESSURE GROUP

To mount pressure is to persuade someone or coerce a person into doing something. This make a pressure group a formal or organized body with a common interest whose fundamental aim is to put pressure on any government institution with the goal of influencing government policies and laws to its own advantage. 

Types of pressure groups 

Interest groups

Cause groups

Insider group and outsider groups

Anomic groups 

Associational group and non-Associational groups 

interest groups: these group is also seen as sectional groups, representing the people in the society. For Example, the trade unites, for instance, CBI (confederation of British Industry) known as the voice of business in the country, and in Nigeria, convention of Business Integration (CBI) 

cause group: these groups are promotion groups, which seek to promote particular cause; for Example, charities and environmental group

insider groups and outside groups: insider groups are regularly consulted by the government. The Nigeria Bar Association (NBA) is a good example of such groups.

Anomic groups: groups here have unpredictable actions and behaviour as they work based on the moment and situation in the society.

Associational groups and non-associational groups: associational groups are usually registered with appropriate authorities in a state or country while non-associational groups are pressure group without a formal organization.

Functions of pressure group

▪️Link government to people: 

One of the functions of pressure group is that it serves as a link between the government of the day and the people it governs. 
▪️Promote participation in government:

Another function of pressure groups is that it promotes public participation in the activities of government of the day.

▪️Serving as Sources of Information to Government:

Another function of pressure groups is that they are sources of information to the government.
▪️Curtailing of Doctorial Tendencies:

Criticism of government policies curtail any dictatorial tendency government may have.

▪️Promotion of interest of minority:

Again, pressure groups champion the rights of the under-priviledged, especially promotional pressure groups. As they go about their activities, the ensure that the interests of minority groups are not trampled upon by the government. Thus, pressure groups act as watchdogs on the government.

▪️Influencing legislation

Another function of pressure groups is that they are instrumental in the mounting of pressure on government so that it can implement policies that are to the benefit of citizens. Pressure groups put pressure on government to influence it's policy, change a policy direction, withdraw entirely a particular policy that does not favour their member or the citizenry.

▪️Pressure Groups's Lobbying

Pressure groups may adopt a variety of strategies to achieve their goals, including lobbying elected officials, media , advocy, and direct political action (e.g., organised protests). Clearly,some pressure groups exert more influence than others. The degree to which such groups are able to achieve their goals may depend on their ability to depend on their ability to be recognized as legitimate by the population, media, and by those in power. For examplw, civil rights groups, trade unions, and professional associations are more widely recognized and accepted than newly formed pressure groups or single-issue spressure group. 

                 Pressure Groups Lobby in so many ways. They lobby with goviernment officials directly. For example,they lobby legislators, ministers and other government machineries. They might sometimes lobby these government officials through friends, spouses,children and their relatives. Also, pressure groups may sponsor bills in legislative houses and contact legislators to ensure the passage of the bills. .
