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ANHISGORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHENIGERIASTATE

ThehistoricalbackgroundofNigeriagovernmentandpoliticsinvolvesthepre-

colonialperiodandthecolonialperiodinNigeria.Thepre-colonialperiodistheperiod

beforethecomingofthecolonialiststoNigeriawhilethecolonialperiodreferstothe

erathatthecolonialadministrationwasestablishedinthecountryNigeria.

TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreation.Itisaproductofahistoricalarrangement

thataroseoutofEuropeanadventurewithitseventualculminationinthecolonization

ofAfrica.Pre-colonialNigeriacomprisesofdifferentindependentchiefdoms,states,

kingdomsandempires.NigeriaisborderedtothesouthbytheBightsofBeninand

Biafra,whichareontheGulfofGuineaintheAtlanticOcean.OnthewestbyBenin,on

thenorthbyNigerandontheeastbyCameroun.Initsextremenortheasterncorner,

LakeChadseparatestheNigeriafrom thecountryofChad.Nigeriastretchesroughly

700milesfrom westtoeastand650milesfrom southtonorth,coveringanarea

between30and150Elongitudesandbetween40and140Nlatitude.

Thearcheologicalevidencesfrom differentpartsofNigeriawhichpointedtothefact

thatmansettledintheregionnow knownasNigeriasincethePaleolithicperiod

500,000-900,000BC.ItwasfurtherconfirmedbythearchaeologiststhatNigeriansalso

tookpartintheStoneAgecivilization.Dividedinto:EarlyStoneAge3.000,000-

35,000BC;MiddleStoneAge,35,000-15,000BCand;LateStoneAge,15,000-500BC.The

firstman wholived in Nigeriaduring thoseyearsworked hard tocopewith his

environment.First,heneededfood,andthenbegantohunttheanimalsandtogather

fruits.Theninventedtoolsconsistingofpebblesmadeintochoppingandcuttingtools.

ArcheologistscalledthetoolstheOLDOWAN-TYPETOOLS.Thisisbecausethistypeof

toolwasfirstidentifiedinOlduvaiGorgeinTanzania.Thenmanbeganmakinghandaxes.

SimilartoolshadbeenlocatedearlierbyarcheologistswhoworkedoutsideNigeriaata

siteinStAcheulinNorthernNigeria.Thentheearlymenproceededtoinventanother

toolcalledheavychopperwhichwasmoreefficientincuttingthantheexistingtools.



ThereisevidenceofmoreadvancedtechnologyinvariousofNigeriaduringthebronze

andmetalage.ThisperiodwasoneofthemostactiveperiodsinNigeriaaround500BC

to200AD.SculpturesweremadethenbymanyNigeriansinform ofheadsandfigures.

Thefiguresweremadebyterracottaandallpossessesadistinctiveartisticstyle.

ThereareScientificandTechnologyDevelopmentofEarlyNigeriansocieties;

 MajorLandmarkinEarlyNigerianHistory

 Nokculture/civilization

 Benincivilization

 Ifecivilization

 Igboukwucivilization

TherearealsothreemajortraditionalPoliticalInstitutionsinPre-colonialNigeria;the

Yoruba,theIgboandtheHausa-Fulani.TheYoruba’sareoneofthelargestethnicgroup

inNigeriaandareunitedbylanguage.YorubaoriginistracedtoOduduwawhowasthe

founderoftheYorubakingdom.Ile-ifeisregardedastheancestralhomeoftheYoruba

peopleandOduduwaisbelievedtobethefirstleaderthatledtheYorubatoIle-ife.The

Igbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegmentarywayoflife.Theyhadnocentralized

states,duetotheancienttimes.Theyoperatedakindofgovernmentwithoutking.

TheIgboaregroupedintofivesub-culture,theyare;

 TheIgboofEasternNigerian

 TheIgboofSouth-EasternNigeria

 TheIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria

 TheWesternIgbo

 TheNorthernIgbo

IntheIgbotraditionalsociety,therewasnohighlycentralizedauthoritybutinstead

theyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthorityintodifferentgroups.

TheHausalandislocatedintheNorthernpartofNigeria.itwasmadeupoffourteen

statesbefore1804,andtherearetwodistinctgroupsinvolved.‘HausaBakwai’wasthe

firstgroupwhichconsistofsevenstateswhichinclude;Daura,Biram,Zaria,Katsina,

Kano,Rano,andGobir.Thesecondgroupconsistoftheremainingsevenstatesknownas

‘HausaBanza’whichincludeNupe,Gwari,Yauri,Bauchi,Zamfara,Kebbi,andYoruba.



OraltraditionattributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestonamannamedBayajidda,an

ArabprincewhotravelledtotheSahelfrom Baghdad.Hekilledamonstroussnakethat

oppressedthepeopleofDaura,andhemarriedthequeenandbecamethefirstking.The

combinedkingdomsofHausalandweresometimescalledtheDaura,sinceDauraisthe

placewhereBayajiddasupposedlyfoundedtheHausapeople.Thekillingofthesacred

serpentmightimplyachangeinthepeople’sreligiousbeliefsandpractices.

The‘Sarki’wasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Heworkedwitha

retinueofofficialsinawell-organizedcourt.SarkinKasar,whichmeans‘rulerofthe

land,’wasthefulltitlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficientheadofHausaState.The

SarkinKasarcombinedbothpoliticalandreligious/spiritualfunctions.Thejudicial

administrationofHausa-FulaniwasbasedontheIslamiclegalsystem calledSharia.

ShariacourtswereestablishedthroughouttheEmiratesandeachwasheadedby

trainedShariaCourtJudgecalledAlkali.TheChiefjusticeoftheShariacourtswascalled

GrandKhadi.

ColonialAdministrativeandIndirectRuleSysteminNigeriaHistoricalBackground

TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationofNigeriawerenotthe

firstEuropeantolandinNigeria.ThePortuguesewerethefirstEuropeanstoarrive

NigeriathroughBiniKingdom.TheAtlanticSlaveTradewasthetradecarriedonacross

theAtlanticOceanbetweentheEuropeansandAfricans.Itbecausemoreimportantin

the15thcenturywiththearrivalofthePortuguese.Trans-Atlanticslavetradewasthe

unfortunatechannelthatfirstputtheBritishincontactwithNigeria.Thetradegotto

maturityinthe16thcentury.Itwasestablishedintheearlydecadeofthe17thcentury.

TheBirthofNigeriaasaGeo-PoliticalEntity

Beforetheyear1900,allthedifferentpartsofNigeriaconqueredbytheBritishwere

stillundertheiroriginaladministration.TheMay1906amalgamationisknownasthe

firsteveramalgamationoftheBritishinNigeria.Britishgovernmentamalgamated

LagoscolonyandprotectoratewiththeprotectorateofSouthernNigeriatoform the

new colonyandprotectorateofSouthernNigerian.Tamuno(1980)observesthatthe

primaryaim ofthe1906amalgamationwaspurelyeconomic,thatis,‘tousethebetter

financialposition ofthe protectorate ofSouthern Nigeria to coverthe costsof

administrationanddevelopmentinthefinanciallyweakcolonyandprotectorateof

Lagos,thensaddledwiththewhiteelephantofarailwayinneedofextensionsince

1901.’

Thesecondamalgamationwasthatof1914.InJanuary1914,theBritishgovernment

amalgamatedNorthernandSouthernNigeria.Theprincipalreasonforthisisthesame

asthatofMay1906.TheNorthernprotectoratewasnotaseconomicallybuoyantasthe

colonyandprotectorateofSouthernNigeria.Thatwaswhy,fortheBritishimperial



offices,sincetheSoutherntradewasbooming,amalgamationwouldallowthesurpluses

acquiredinthesouth.SirFredrickLugard(laterbecamelord)isbestknownasthefather

ofthe‘January1914’amalgamation.Britain,thereforegovernedNigeriabymeansofa

system popularlyreferredtoas‘IndirectRule.’Indirectrulemaybeasystem ofBritain

rulinghercoloniesthroughlocaltraditionalrulers.TheBritishofficersdefinedthe

frameworkofthepoliciestobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothelocal

personnelortherulers.


