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Chapter 2 

An historical analysis of the evolution of the Nigeria state 

INTRODUCTION 

The historical background of Nigerian government and politics involves the pre colonial period and the colonial period of nigeria. The pre colonial period is the period before the coming of the colonialists to nigeria while the colonial period refers to the era that colonial administration was established in the country Nigeria. 

The nigerian state is a colonial creation. It is a product of a historical arrangement that arose out of European adventure with its eventual culmination in the colonisation of Africa. prior to the emergence of nigerian state, pre colonial Nigeria comprises of different independent chief domes, states, kingdoms and empires. These ethnic groupings significantly differ in their historical, social and cultural make ups. The country is bordered to the south by the bights of Benin and biafra, on the west, Nigeria is bordered by Benin, on the north by Niger, and on the east by Cameroon. In its extreme northeastern corner, lake Chad separates nigeria from the country Chad. 

Early man in Nigeria 

There are archaeological evidences from different parts of nigeria which pointed to the fact that man had settled in the region now known as nigeria since the paleolithic period 500000- 9000BC. The archaeologists further confirmed that Nigerians also took part in the stone age civilisation. The excavation of the stone age skeleton at Iwo eleru near akure in Ondo state has thrown more light on the earliest occupation of Nigeria. The skeleton was dated some 12000 years ago.

The achievement of early 

The man who lived in Nigeria during those years worked hard to cope with his environment first. he needed food, for this purpose he began to hunt animals and to gather fruits soon he began to invent tools consisting of pebbles made into chopping and cutting tools . Any money in Nigeria advance from early Stone Age he began to make her taxes these tools were made during the early Stone Age but they were little refined during the middle Stone Age and later Stone Age a limb and then proceed to an event order more efficient tools which is the heavy chopper this type of two was first seen at Sango be on the east shore of Lake Victoria in Uganda in Africa this is why it is called sagoan. One has been found in the upper sokoto river in sokoto state. 

There is evidence of more advanced technology in various parts of Nigeria during the bronze and metal age during the period of 500 BC to 200AD. During this period there were people who lived in Nigeria who made up sculptures the site in which figures were found was in a village of Nok.

The scientific and technological development of early Nigerian societies

Major landmark in early Nigerian history 

information on the major landmark in early Nigeria's history was made possible through the excavation work done on places where Man live in Nigeria is very remote parts some of the places where a man lived in Nigeria: Nok, igbo ukwu, ife, and Benin 

Nok culture/civilisation 

The discovery of a terracotta(burnt clay) head of a monkey bite in Minors in Nok in 1936 prompted more discoveries in other places such as wamba katsina-ala and Jima. The area where the terracotta figures were found is called the NOK culture it was discovered that the NOK culture existed between the 5th and 2nd century B.C

Benin civilization 

Benin was important for it at work the craftsman I've been in curved in woods and Ivory and cast object in bronze and brass

Ife civilization

Ife is important because of its terracotta and bronze head. most of the bronze and terracotta head were said to be life-size decorated with facial mask and natural hair. Art historians believe that if arts originated from NOK culture because of the similarities in the two, especially beaded neck, wrist and ankles. It was also believed that it was from he said that been in probably learnt bronze sculpture 

Igbo ukwu civilisation 

Some bronze objects and ornaments with accidentally discovered while digging a toilet pit at igbo ukwu in 1939. Many objects made of Bronze were discovered in the various cites including the remains of decayed skeleton which have been suggested to be does of a king and 5 slaves who were buried with him. The site excavated at a igbo ukwu has been dated to the middle of the 9th century AD.

Historical background of pre-colonial political system in Yoruba land

Yoruba are one of the largest ethnic group in Nigeria and are United by language. The yoruba people trace their origin to a oduduwa who was the founder of Yoruba Kingdom. Ile ife is regarded as the ancestral home of the Yoruba people. Oduduwa is believed to be the first leader that let the Yoruba to ille ife and subsequently sent his son and grandsons to find other Yoruba Kingdom. What does believe that they are different or origin of Yoruba some say it's the joke oramfe which is located in a leaf it is believed to be the centre from which the world was created according to the legend there was a period when the world was covered with water.

Political structure of the pre-colonial Yoruba land

Each town has the king known as "Oba" who resides in the palace called "Aafin" . 

The other is both the spiritual and political head of the kingdom he's the supreme authority in the Kingdom and his words are law and biding on everyone. If a King violates any "eewo" it could lead to his death 

The king also had other rulers of lesser rank and statue. the lesser rulers were in charge of the subordinate towns and wore crowns made of white beads known as "sese ofun". another group of rulers were the baale and the oloja. Each town was divided into smaller units or wards to facilitate smooth administration. 

The pattern of administration was hierarchical. The lowest level where the compounds head(baale) they formed the lowest consultative group in town affairs. Next in line was the ward head who administers his ward on behalf of the king. At the Apex was a group of civil chief headed by the King. This body in the various Yoruba towns were called different names such as oyomesi, ewarefa 

The Oyo empire is a typical example of the pre-colonial administration in Yoruba land. the first organ of government in Yoruba Empire was the king known as alaafin of oyo

Historical background of the pre-colonial political system in igboland

The Igbo people are best known for their segmentary way of life this is because from the ancient time they had no centralised States he operated a kind of government without king they are grouped into Five subcultures

The igbo of Eastern Nigeria

Igbo of the Southern Eastern Nigeria

Igbo of the north-eastern Nigeria

The Western igbo

The Northern igbo

There was no equivalent of oba and Alaafin or of palaces over most parts of the igboland and this is why it is very difficult to reconcile or the various versions. Others believe that the Igbo people have been in their present abodefrom the beginning there for igboland is the original homeland. Professor M.A onwuejeogwu 2000 regarded the only version of the only authentic version of The Origin in existence in the oral tradition of the igbo.

Historical background of pre-colonial political system in hausaland 

How far away is located in the North in Nigeria hausa language for 1804 was made up of 14 States and the way of two distinct groups the first group consist of seven States called hausa bakwai states which are the legitimate state and second group consists of the remaining seven which are known as hausa banza States that is hausa illegitimate state. Hausa bakwai are dura,biram,zaria,katsina,kano,rano, and gobir. While banza state are nupe,gwari,yauri, bauchi, zamfara, kebbi, yoruba. 

The house originated from the story of a man called bayajida. He killed the snake that oppressed the people of Daura and marry the Queen. the Queen had six sons already and she produced another son with bayajida and each of these Sons ruled one of the seven houses States becoming the first Kings.

Political structure of the pre-colonial hausa Land.

The "Sarki" was known as the head of any typical house state. "Sarki kasar" which means ruler of the Land was the full title given to any effective and efficient head of house state. Sarki kasar combines both political and religious functions. it is worthy of note that between 14th and 15th century the social political organisation of hausa state took another shape. for instance Islam was adopted and this gave birth to many new political institutions such as the office of galadima, madawaki, magaji, Dogari, yari sarki and sarki yau.

The birth of Nigeria as a geopolitical entity.

Before the year 1900, all different parts of Nigeria conquered by the British were still under their regional administration. the May 1906 Amalgamation when are the first ever amalgamation of the British in Nigeria. the second Amalgamation was that of 1914. In January 1914 the British government amalgamated Northern and Southern Nigeria. The northern Protectorate was not as economically buoyant as the colony and protectorate the southern Nigeria. Sir Frederick lugard is best known as the father of the "January 1914" amalgamation. Britain therefore governed in Nigeria by means of a system popularly referred to as "indirect rule". indirect rule maybe is a system of Britain ruling colonial local traditional rulers. The British officer who defined the framework of the policies to be adopted and left the implementation to the local personnel of the rulers.
