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ANHISTORICALANALYSISOFTHEEVOLUTIONOFTHE

NIGERIANSTATE

TheNigerianstateisacolonialcreationasitisaproductofahistorical

arrangementthataroseoutofEuropeanadventurewhichledtothe

colonisationofAfricancountires.Pre-colonialNigeriaconsistsofdifferent

imdependentchiefdoms,states,kingdomsandempires.Theseamong

othersincludeBornoEmpire,theHausastate,BeninKingdom andthe

Sokotovlaphateinthenorth;theigbosegmentarysocietiesintheEast;

Ebninkingdom andtheOyoemptireinthewest.Thesedifferentgroupings

helptodiffersignificantlyintheirhistorical,social,andculturalmake-ups.

NigeriaisboarderedtothesouthbytheBightsofBeninandBiafra,which

areonthegulfofGuineaintheAtlanticOcean.Onthewestitisboardered

bytheBenin,ontheNorthbyNigerandontheeastNigeriaisborderedby

Cameroon.

TheexacttimewhenmanbegantoliveinNigeriaisunknownbut

thereareevidencesfrom differentpartsinNigeriathatpointedthefactthat

manhadsettledintheregionnowknownasNigeriasincethePalaeolithic

period500,000-9000BC.Nigeriansalsotookpartinthestoneage

civilizationwhichcanbedividedintotheEarlystone,MiddleandLateStone

age.

Themanwholivedduringthoseyearsworkedveryhardtocopewith

hisenvironment.Hehuntedtheanimalsandgatheredfruitstogetfood.

later,hebegantoinventtoolswhichareconsistingofpebblesmadeinto

choppingandcuttingtools.ThesetoolsarecalledtheOldowan-typetools

bythearchaeologists..



Around500BCto200ADinNigeriaalotofpeoplemadesculptures,

someweremadefrom humanheadsandfigures.Intheremotepast,man

livedinNigeriaindifferentplacesandsomeoftheplacesincludes:Nok,

IgboUkwu,IfeandBeninamongothersandwerereferredtoascentresof

AncientCivilisation.

InNok,Terracottaheadofamonkeybytinminerswasdiscoveredin

in1936.Theareawheretheseterracottafigurineswerefoundiscalledthe

Nokcivilizationarea.InBenin,craftsmenofBenincravedinwoodandivory

andcastobjectsinbronzeandbrass.Ifeisimportantbecauseofits

terracottaandbronzeheads.Objectslikestoolsandfigureswerecravedon

hardstonescalledquartzwhileanimalsandhumanfigureswerecravedon

graniteanddecoratedwithironnails.InigboUkwucivilization,some

bronzeobjectsandornamentswereaccidentallydiscoveredwhiledigginga

toiletpitin1939.Thisledtotheexcavationofthreesitesintheareabyan

archaeologistcalledThurstanShaw.Thethreesitesincludedaburial

chamber,apitandacompoundwall.

TheTraditionalPoliticalInstitutionsinPre-ColonialNigeriainclude

thethreemajorityethnicgroupsYoruba,IgboandHausa-Fulani.The

YorubasareoneofthelargestethnicgroupinNigeriaandareunitedby

language.TheYorubaorigincanbetracedtoOduduwawhowasthe

founderoftheYorubaKingdom,Ile-Ifeisregardedastheanscentralhome

oftheYorubapeople.ThepoliticalstructuresoftheYorubaKingdomswere

similarinnature.Eachconstitutedofacapitaltown,subordinatetowns,

villagesandfarmlands.EachtownhasaKingknownastheObawholives

intheAlafin.

Theigbopeoplearebestknownfortheirsegementarywayoflife.This

isbecausefrom theancienttimetheyhadnocentralisedstates.They

operatedakindofgovernmentwithoutKings.TheIgboaregroupedinto

fivesubcultureswhichare:TheIgboofEasternNigeria,TheIgboofsouth-

EasternNigeria,TheIgboofNorth-EasternNigeria,TheWesternIgboand

TheNorthernigbo.Theigbosocietyhasalwaysbeenknownasacephalous



Intheigbotraditionalsociety,therewasnohighlycentralisedauthoritybut

insteadtheyhadwhatcouldbecalledadiffusionofauthorityintodifferent

groups.Theypracticeddirectdemocracybecausetherewerenotraditional

rulersasinthecaseoftheYoruba.

HausalandislocatedinNorthernNigeria.Hausalandwasmadeup

offourteenstatesbefore1804andtheywereoftwodistintgroups.Thefirst

groupconsistofsevenstatescalledHausaBakwaistatesthatis,Hausa

LegitimateStates.Thesecondgroupconsistoftheremainingsevenstates

calledHausaBanzastatesthatis,Hausaillegitimatesstates.Oraltradition

attributedtheoriginoftheHausastatestoamannamedBayajidda.The

SarkiwasknownastheheadofanytypicalHausastate.Heworkedwitha

retinueofofficialsinawellorganizedcourt.SarkinKasarmeansrulerof

theland.lasthiswasthefulltitlegiventoanyeffectiveandefficienthead

ofHausastate.TheSarkinKasarcombinedbothpoliticalandreligious

functions.Islam wasintroducedtoHausalandinthefourteencentury,by

thefifteenthcentury,itwasacceptedasareligionofrulingclass.The

wholeoftheformerHausakingdom wasdividedintotwoConfederations.

TheBritishwhohaveoftenbeencreditedwiththecreationsofNigeria

werenotthefirstEuropeanstolandinNigeria.ThePortuguesewerethe

firstEuropeanstoarriveNigeriathroughBinikingdom.Thestruggleamong

theEuropeanspowerforcoloniesledtothepartitioningofAfricaamong

them inthenineteenthcentury.EachoftheEuropeanspowerweregiven

opportunitytoestablishcolonieswhereithadvestedinterest.

ThedifferentpartsofNigeriawhichwereconqueredbytheBritish

werestillundertheiradministrationbeforethe1900,butby1900,thewhole

NigeriawasundertheresponsibilityoftheBritishColonialOffice.TheMay

1906amalgamationisknownasthefirsteveramalgamationoftheBritish

inNigeria,andtheprimaryaim oftheseamalgamationistousethebetter

financialpositionoftheprotectorateofSouthernNigeiantocoverthecosts

ofadministrationanddevelopmentinthefinanciallyweakcolonyand

protectorateofLagos,thensaddledwiththewhiteelephantofarailwayin



theneedofextensionsince1901.Thesecondamalgationwasthatof1914.

InJanuary1914,theBritishgovernmentamalgamatedNorthernand

SouthernNigeria.ThemainreasonforthisisthesameasthatofMay1906.

BritaingovernedNigeriabymeansofasystem popularlyreferredtoas

indirectrule.Thisisasystem ofBritainrulinghercoloniesthroughlocal

traditionalrulers.TheBritishofficersdefinedtheframeworkofthepolitics

tobeadoptedandlefttheimplementationtothelocalpersonnelorthe

rulers.


