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ANOVERVIEWOFTHEIDEAOFPRESSURE

Apressuregroupisaformalororganisedbodywithacommoninterestwhose

fundamentalaimistoputpressureonanygovernmentalinstitutionwiththegoalof

influencinggovernmentpoliciesandlawstoitsownadvantage.Itisreferredtoas“The

FunctionalRepresentative”becauseoftheideathattheyrepresentdifferentsectorsof

thesocietybasedontheirfunctions.Theyaimatprotectingtheinterestoftheir

membersorgroupswhichcouldbeeducational,religious,socialandbusiness-likesuch

asNigeriaLabourCongress(NLC)andtheyensurethatthegovernmentdoestheir

bidding.

PressureGroupsandpoliticalpartiesmayappearsimilarbutareverydifferentfrom

eachother.Thedifferencesarethat:

a.Politicalpartiesseektogaingovernmentpowerswhilepressuregroupsdonot

seektogainpower,rathertheiraimistoinfluencepoliticaldecisions.

b.Politicalpartieshaveawiderangeofpolicieswhilepressuregroupsnarrowtheir

goals.

c.Politicalpartiesdoaccountfortheiractionswhilepressuregroupsarenot

actuallyaccountablefortheiractions.

d.Politicalpartiesareformallyorganizedthanpressuregroups

However,theyrelatetogethertoachievecertainsocialchanges.

Pressuregroupsareacknowledgedaspotentiallybeneficialtoademocraticsocietybut

problemscanarisewhenthedemocraticprocessbecomesdominatedbyafewspecific

groupsbythemfocusingpublicdebateonafewspecificissues.Problemscanalsoarise

whenduetotheirownselfishinterest,pressureismountedtoalterthedirectionof

governmentdecisions,whilenotconsideringgovernment’slimitedresources.



TherearefivetypesofPressureGroups.Theyare:

a.Interestgroupswhichareseenassectionalgroups,representingthepeoplein

thesocietye.gtradeunitslikeConventiononBusinessIntegration(CBI)

b.CauseGroupswhicharepromotionalgroupsthatseektopromoteparticular

causese.gcharitiesandenvironmentalgroups

c.Insidergroups,whichareregularlyconsultedbythegovernmente.gNigeriaBar

Association(NBA),andoutsidergroupswhichhavenoaccessorlinkstothe

governmentanditsmachineries.Theybothchangesfromtimetotimebasedon

thepartyorgovernmentinpower.

d.Anomicgroupswhichhaveunpredictableactionsandbehaviourastheywork

basedonthemomentandsituationinthesociety.

e.Associationalgroups,whichareusuallyregisteredwithappropriateauthoritiesin

astateorcountry,andNon-associationalgroupswhicharepressuregroups

withoutaformalorganization.

Thepressuregroupsperformsomeimportantfunctionswhichinclude:

a.Theyserveasalinkbetweenthegovernmentofthedayandthepeopleit

governs.

b.Theypromotepublicparticipationintheactivitiesofgovernmentoftheday.

c.Theyserveassourcesofinformationtothegovernment.

d.Theyensurethatgovernmentdonotperpetuatethemselvesinpowerthereby

driftingintodictatorship.

e.Theyensurethattheinterestsoftheminoritygroupsarenottrampleduponby

thegovernment.

f. Theyareinstrumentalsinthemountingofpressureongovernmentsothatthey

canimplementpoliciesthataretothebenefitofcitizens.

Thepressuregroupsmayadoptvariousstrategiestoachievetheirgoalsincluding

lobbyingelectedofficials,mediaadvocacy,anddirectpoliticalaction.Thedegreeto

whichsuchgroupsareabletoachievetheirgoalsmaydependontheirabilitytobe

recognizedaslegimatebythepopulation,media,andbythoseinpower.Theylobby

withgovernmentofficialsdirectlyormightsometimeslobbythesegovernment



officialsthroughfriends,spouses,childrenandotherrelatives.


